1900.

CONGRESSIONATL RECORD—HOUSE.

4127

By Mr. VREELAND: Petitions of Jamestown, Rossburg, Alle-
gany, and Olean, N. Y., in favor of the passage of House bill No.
3717, amending the oleomargarine law—to the Committee on
Agriculture.

Also, petition of Ripley Grange, No. 05, Patrons of Industry,
of New York, favoring the passage of Senate bill No. 1439, to
amend the act to regulate commerce—to the Committee on Inter-
stato and Foreign Commerce. i

Also, petitions of the Woman's Christian Temperance Union of
Cuba, N. Y.; Baptist, Free Methodist, and Methodist Episcopal
churches of Rushford, N. Y., against the sale of liquor in Army
canteens, ete.—to the Committee on Military Affairs,

Also, petitions of Cattarangus Post, Silver Creek Post, and For-
estville Post, Grand Army of the Republic, artment of New
York, favoring the establishment of a Branch Soldiers’ Home at
Johnson City, Tenn.—to the Committee on Military Affairs,

By Mr. WADSWORTH: Petition of George F. Thompson and
others, of Middleport, N. Y., favoring the passage of Senate bill
No. 1439, to amend the act to regulate commerce—to the Com-
mittee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce.

Also, petition of Attica Post, No. 219, Grand Army of the Re-
public, Department of New York, favoring the passage of a bill
to establish a Branch Soldiers’ Home near Johnson City, Tenn.—
to the Committee on Military Affairs.

By Mr. WANGER: Petition of Jesse 8. Kriebel and 57 other
members of the Farmers’ Union of Worcester, Pa., for the enact-
ment of a law making oleomargarine and other imitations of
dairy products subject to State laws upon arrival in any State or
Territory, and especially amending House bill No. 6445—to the
Committee on Agriculture.

RAlalo)i restx:)l:;;(:_ns of t(}r?hmt. No. 1&6, (311:.1113'[“ ﬁ&rmjtra mltxle

epublie, tment o vania, favoring the establish-
ment of a Branch Soldiers’ Home at Johnson City, Tenn.—to the
Committee on Military Affairs.

By Mr. WEEKS: Petition of the Shipmasters’ Association of
Detroit. Mich., asking for a resurvey of the morth end of Lake
Michigan and west end of the Straits of Mackinaw—to the Com-
mittee on Rivers and Harbors,

Also, petition of Abraham Lincoln Lodge, No. 445, Brother-
hood of Locomotive Firemen, of Columbus, Ohio, against any
legis!ation increasing the tax on oleomargarine—to the Committee
on Agriculture.

Also, petition of Robert J. Wade Post, No. 417, of Harbor
Beach. Itfich.. Grand Army of the Republic, in favor of House
Bill No. 7094, fo establish a Branch Soldiers’ Home at Johnson
City, Tenn.—to the Committee on Military Affairs.

By Mr. WHEELER of Kentueky: Petition of William E. Hol-
combe, private, Company I, Fourth Regiment Tennessee Volun-
teers, for pension—to the Committee on Pensions.

By Mr. WRIGHT: Petitions of the Woman's Christian Tem-

ance Union of Tunkhannock, Pa., and the First Methodist
El:iacopal Church of Canton, Pa., to prohibit the selling of lig-
unors in any post exchange, transport, or premises used for mili-
tary purposes—to the Committee on Military Affairs,

Byy Mr. ZIEGLER: Petition of surviving members of Worth
Infaniry and York Rifles, in snpport of Honse bill authorizing and
directing the Secretary of War to issue to them medals of honor,
etc.—to the Committee on Military Affairs.

Also, papers to actompany House bill to remove the charge of
desertion now standing against George W. Stape—to the Com-
mittee on Military Affairs,

Also, papers to accompany House bill to remove the charge of
desertion from the record of Jesse Utz, late of Company &, Sev-
enty-fourth Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry—to the Committee
on Militury Affairs,

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
FRrIpAY, April 18, 1900.

The House met at 12 o'clock m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev.
Hexry N. Coubex, D, D.

ThedJ ournal of the proceedings of yesterday was read and ap-
proved. ;
LEAVE OF ABSENCE,

By unanimous consent, leave of absence was granted to M.
Browxvrow for one week, on account of im t business.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from California [Mr. KAuy
has sent word to the Chair that he wishes to be excused indefi-
nitely. on account of the death of his mother. Without objec-
tion, this reqnest will be granted.

There was no objection.

ORDER OF BUSINESS,

Mr. SULLOWAY. Mr. Speaker, I movethat the House resolve
itself into Committee of the Whole House for the consideration of
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.ench State, who shall be electod

business on the Private Calendar, under the special rule fixed for
Fridays.

Mr.yCORLISS. Mr, Speaker, it seems to me, under the agree-
ment made in the House on yesterday, to vote on the adoption of
the joint resolntion which was discussed yesterday afternocon
immediately after the reading of the Journal, that that is the
special order for this morning, and is first in order.

The SPEAKER. The eoint made by the gentleman from Mich-
igan is well taken. The Chair had overlooked the fact.

The Clerk will report the title of the joint resolution under
consideration on yesterday,

METHOD OF ELECTION OF SENATORS,
The Clerk read the title of the joint resolution, as follows:

Joint resolution (H. Res. 28) proposing an amendment to the Constitution
providing for the election of Senators of the United Btates.

Mr. POWERS. Mr. Speaker, I ask nnanimous consent that the
resolution reported by the majority, and the substitute of the
minority also, be read for the information of the House. They

are very short.
The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the reguest of the gen-

tleman from Vermont?

There was no objection.

The joint resolution (H. J. Res. 28) and the proposed substitute
were read, as follows:

Resolved by the Senate and House of Rr;pmaentaﬁues of the United States of
Ameriva in assembled (two-thirds os each House concurring therein}
That the following amendments be proposed tothe legislaturesof tﬂe several
States, which, when ratified by three-fourths of said legislatures, shall become
and be a part of the Constitution, namely: In lien of the first and second para-

aphs of section 8 of Article I of the Constitution of the United States of

merica, the following shall be proposed as an amendment to the Constitn-
80 3. The Senate of the United Btates shall be composed of two Sena-
tors from each State, chosen for six {'eara. and each Senator shall have one
vote. These Senators shall be chosen by the legislatures of the saveral States
unless the le of nnsﬁgtate. either thrungh their ture or by the con-
stitution of the State, shall provide for the election of United States Senators
by direct vote of the e; then, in such case, United States Senators shall
beelected in such State at large by direct vote of the people; a piurality shall
olect, and the electors shall have the qualifications requisite for elacgoru of
the most nnmerous branch of the State ture,

“IWhen vacancies happen, by resigna or otherwise, in the ta-
tion of any State, in the SBenate, the same shall be filled for the unexpired
term thereof in the sume manner as is provided for the election of Senators
in paragraph 1: Provided, That the legisinture of any State may empower
the executive thereof to make temporary appointments until the next gen-
eral election, in accordance with the statutes or constitution of snch Btate.”

This sinendment shall not be so construed as to affect the election or term
of any Senator chosen before it becomes valid as a part of the Constitution.

mfltg:e SPEAKER pro tempore. The Clerk will read the substi-
The Clerk read as follows:

Resolved by the Senate and Howse of Representatives of the United States o
Americain glrus assenbled (twwo-thirds of each House concurring therein),
That in lieu of the first paragraph of section 3 of Article I of the Constitution |

of the United States, and in lien of so much of fpamgrnph 2 of the same sec-
tion as relates to the fllling of vacancies, the following be proposed as an
amendment to the Constitution, which shall be valid to all intents and pur-
s as a part of the Constitution when ratified by the legislatures of
onrths of the States:

* The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two Senatnrs from
hy a direct vote of the people thereof for a
Senator shall have one vote. A plurality of the
votes cast for candidates for Senatorshall be sufficient toelect, Theelectors

in each State shall have the qualifications requisite for electors of the most

numerous branch of the State legislatures, respectively.
* When a vacancy happens, by death, resignation, or otherwise, in the rep-
resentation of any State in the Senate, the same shall be filled for the unex-
red team thereof in the same manner as is provided for the election of
enatorsin I:im;am th I:ﬁm .tThat t}tﬁ execntive thereof may make tem-
porary appointment un 8 pex neral or special election, in accordance
with the statutes or constitution ol‘gguch Btate." ’

'his amendment shall n construed
of any Senator chosen M&Iﬁ ggwmesvanda‘:st?n wotﬂt:gc? ]&Es%?tg:i?n':m

Mr. CORLISS, Mr. Speaker, I rise to a parliamentary inguiry,

The SPEAKER. The Chair will first state the gituation ?n ga
House. There is the original joint resolufion reported from the
Committee on the Election of President and Vice-President and
Representatives in Con . which has just been read. To that
the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. RUCKER] has offered the sub-
slitute by way of an amendment, which is the only amendment
pending to the original proposition. So that the guestion now is
on agreeing to the amendment of the gentleman from Missouri,

For what ﬂ:lq;épose dovs the gentleman from Michigan rise?

Mr. COR . I desired mmgly to have that statement made.

The question being taken on the amendment proposed by Mr,
RUCKER, the Speaker announced that the ayes appeared to have it,

Mr, CORLISS demanded a division.

The House divided; and there were—ayes 135, noes 30.

Mr. CORLISS. Irise toa parliamentary inquiry, If it benec-
essary that a two-thirds vote must be hud to carry the original
proposition, and this being a substitute for that orizinal proposi-
tion, then, of course, the substitute would require the same pro-
portion of votes,

term of six years, and each
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The SPEAKER, Does the gentleman from Michigan make the

point of order?
Mr. CORLISS. I certainly do.
The SPEAKER. A parliamentary inquiry which the gentle-

man listeu'te('l out with is one thing, and a point of order is quite
another.

Mr. CORLISS. Imakethe point of order.

Mr. MAHON. It is too late to do that.

Mr. POWERS. Isubmit, Mr. Speaker, that already four-fifths
have voted for this amendment,

TheSPEAKER. The Chairholdsthatinvoting upon an amend-
ment it is not necessary for a two-thirds vote, although the original
proposition requires it. When the House considers any amend-
ment, it can be voted ugn;n in the usunal way; and this proposition
of the gentleman from Missonri is but an amendment. When it
comes, however, to the passage of the bill, then the point can be
made, TheChair overrules thepoint made by the gentleman from
Michigan at this time. y c

Mr. CORLISS, Will the Chair permit a question?

The SPEAKER. The Chair has decided the matter,

Mr. CORLISS. Then I ask the yeas and nays.

Several MEMBERS., Too late.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Michigan asks the yeas
and nays. ;

The yeas and nays were not ordered, 9 members only rising in
favor thereof.

The SPEAKER.
agreed to.

The question is now on the engrossment and third reading of
the amended resolution.

The joint resolution as amended was ordered to be en%tossed
and read a third time; and it was accordingly read the third time.
The question recurred on the passage of the joint resolution.

Mr. RUCKER. Mr. Speaker, on that I demand the yeas and
nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

Mr. CORLISS. Mr. Speaker, I desire to submit a parliamen-

ta}'ly inguiry.
he gPEAKER. The gentleman will state it.

Mr. CORLISS. I wonid like to inquire whether under the rul-
ing of the Chair the original resolution has been amended by sim-
ply substituting for it that part of the resolution offered by the
gentleman from Missouri, and that now we are voting on the
original proposition as amended?

e SPEAKER. Thatis correct.

The question was taken; and there were—yeas 242, nays 15,

answered ** present” 4, not voting 89; as follows:

The ayes have it, and the amendment is

YEAS-212,

Adamson, Cummings, Henry, Misa. Moon,
Alexander, Curtis, Henry, Tex. Morgan,
Allen, Ky, Cusack, Hepburn, Morris,
Atwater, Cushman, tt, Mudd,
Bailey, Kans. Daly, N. J. Hoffecker, Muller,
Baker, Dalze Hopkins, Naphen,
Ball, Davenport, S. A. Wi veedham,

Davenport, 8. W. Howell, Neville,
Barber, Davidson, Jack, Newlands,
Barha Davis, Jett, Norton, Ohio

Bartholdt, Dayton, Johnston, Norton, 8. C.
Bartlett, De Armond, Jones, Va. O’'Grady,

Bell, De Graffenreid, Jones, Wash. Olm.nw{
Bellamy, nny, Joy, Otey,

Berry, De Vries, Ketcham, Overstreet,
Bingham, Dick, Kitehin, er, Pa,
BiaE-jp. Kleberg, Payne,
Boreing, Dolliver, Kinttz, Pierce, Tenn.
Bou nL Doungherty, Knox, Pearre,
Bowersock, Dovener, Lacey, Phillips,
grnntle A Edmd Lamb, :giwem.

T £y ¥, L nee,
Brewer, Elliott, Latimer, Pugh,
Brick, Finley, L.awrence, ﬁgggles.
Bromwell, Fitzgerald, Mass Lentz, er,
Brosiuns, Fitzpatrick, Levy, Rhea, Ky.
Brown, ¥l ¥ e Rhea, Va.
Brownlow, Foss, Anney, Richa

ull, Foster, ttaner, Ridgely,
Burke, & Dak. Fowler, Little, Rixey,
Burleson, Gamble, Livingston, Robb,
Burton, Gardner, Mich. Lloyd, Roberts,
Caldwell, Gayle, .mng. i , Ind.
Capron, Gibson, Loudenslager, Robinson, Nebr.

ack, Gill, McAleer, Rucker,

Catchings, Glynn, McCleary, Ryan, N. Y.
Chanler, Graff, MeClellun, Ryan, Pa.
Clark, Mo. Grabam MeCulloch, Scudder,
Clarke, N. H. Green, Pa. McDowell, Shackleford,
Clayton, Ala. Greenc, Mass. McRae, Shafroth,
Clayton, N, Y. Griffith Maddox, Bhattue,
Cocl e, N. Y. Griggs Mahon, Shelden,
Cooney, Grosvenor, h, Sheppard,
Cooper, Wia Grout, Meelkison, Showalter,
Corliss, Grow, Mercer, blay,

(8] 8, Iall, esick.

Cowherd, Hamilton, Miers, Ind. Blayden,
Cox, uﬁm Miller, mall,
Cromer, Hawley, Maondell Smith, TI1
Crump, Heatwole, oody, Smith, %Y
Crumpacker, Hemenway, Moody, Oreg. Smith, H. C.

8mith, Bamuel W. Stewart, Wia. Terry, ‘Whi
Smith, Wm. Alden Btokes, Thomas, N. C. Williams, J. R.
Snodtms. Sulloway, Turner, Williams, W. £,
s ulzer, Underwood, Williams, Mias

s:gu.% gutherlund. gand.‘lrver.m g Ison, ga"

ght, WADSon, an Voor!
3t Talbert, Warner, Zenor.
Stoele, Tate, Waters, Ziegler.
stephens, Tex. Tawney, Weeks,
Stevens, Minn, Taylor, Ala. Wheeler, Ky.

NAYS—15.
Allen, Me, Gardner, N. J. Lester, Russell,
Bur]a‘{ih. Hedge, Littlefleld, Ty,
Calderhead, Henry, Conn. McPherson, omas, Town.
Fordney, Lane, Mann,
ANSWERED “PRESENT "—4.
Gaines, Gaston, Gillett, Mass. Hill.
NOT VOTING—&9.

Acheson, Crowley, Lybrand, Btallings,
Adams, Dahle, Wis. eCall, Stewart, N. J.
Aldrich, Davey, MeLain, Btewart, N. Y.
Allen, Miss. Driggs, BY. Tayler, Ohio

teock Emerson, Metcealf, Thayer,
Bailey, 'f'ex. sch, Mayer, La. Thropp,
Barney, aris, Minor, Tompkins,

nton, Fitzgerald, N. Y. Noonan, l:lrmn.
Boutelle, Me. Fletcher, Otjen, Underhill,

ey, 0X, Parker, N. J. reeland,

Brenuer, Freer, Pearce, Mo, Wachter,

T Gilbert, Polk, ndsworth,
Brundidge, Gillet, N. Y. Ransdell, anger,
Burkr.-,t Xa Gordon, Ray, ‘Watson,
Burkett, Hay, Reeves, Weaver,
Burnett, Hull, Riordan, Weymouth,
Butler, Je Robertson, La ‘Wilson, 1
Campbell, K i Roden A Wiw}:
Cannon, Kerr, Ruppert, Wright,
Cochran, Mo. Landis, Salmon, Young.
Connell, Lorimer, Sherman,

5 , Tex, Loud, HSparkman,
Crawford, Lovering, Bprague,

So (two-thirds of a quorum voting in favor thereof) the joint
resolution was p. N & X

The Clerk announced the following pairs:

For this session:

Mr. HuLL with Mr. Hay,

Until farther notice:

Mr, GrAFF with Mr. BRUNDIDGE.

Mr. BARNEY with Mr, ALLEN of Mississippi.

Mr. DayToN with Mr. MeyEr of Louisiana,

Mr. REEVES with Mr. SPARKMAN,

Mr. ToMprINS with Mr. CROWLEY.

Mr. EscH with Mr, BAILEY of Texas.

Mr, TAYLER of Ohio with Mr, Fox.

Mr, BouTELLE of Maine with Mr. CocurAN of Missouri,

Mr. GiLLeTT of Massachusetts with Mr, THAYER,

Mr, HAWLEY with Mr. CooPER of Texas,

Mr. WEYMOUTH with Mr. BROUSSARD.

Mr. BurgETT with Mr. BUrRkE of Texas.

Mr. LyeraND with Mr, GASTON,

For two weeks:

Mr. StEWART of New York with Mr, Mavy,

To and including April 20:

Mr. O19EN with Mr. BRENXER.

Until April 21:

Mr. AvpricH with Mr. BURNETT.

For balance of week:

Mr, HiLL of Connecticut with Mr. UNDERHILL,

Until Monday:

Mr. GiLLET of New York with Mr, CAMPBELL,

Mr. SHERMAN with Mr. DriGas.

Until Monday next, at 2 o'clock:

Mr, BuTtLER with Mr. RUPPERT,

For one week:

Mr. McCarL with Mr, GAINES,

For this day:

Mr. JENKINS with Mr. RoBERTSON of Lonisiana,

Mr. STEWART of New Jersey with Mr. FirzcErarLp of New York,

Mr. BABcooK with Mr, RIORDAN,

Mr. ACHESON with Mr. NOONAN.

Mr. Youna of Pennsylvania with Mr. GORDON,

Mr. DAELE of Wisconsin with Mr, BRADLEY.

Mr. GAINES. Mr, Speaker, I am paired with the gentleman
from Massachusetts, Mr, McCarL, I desire to withdraw my af-
firmative vote for that reason and to be counted *‘ present.”

Mr. DAYTON. Iampaired withthe gentleman from Louisiana,
Mr. MEYER, but have voted in the affirmative on this question.
I am informed, and have no doubt, that if General MEYER were
present, he would vote in the affirmative also. Therefore I have
concluded to let my vote stand, with this explanation.

Mr. McCULLOCH. Mr, Speaker, my colleague, Mr. BRUN-

DIDGE, is sick and confined to his room, and I that he be ex-
cused for to-day.
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The SPEAKER. That can not be done at this stage of the pro-
ceedings.

Mr. ADAMSON, I desire to know if the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania, Mr. WaANGER, has voted?

The SPEAKER., He hasnot,

Mr. ADAMSON. I desire to state that I had an arrangement
with him to-day for a pair, but the gentleman has come in, and
with his consent I allow my vote to stand. )

Mr. SMALL. I am paired with the gentleman from Maryland,
Mr. WacHTER, T am informed that if he were present, he would
vote “‘aye,” and therefore I have voted “aye.”

The SPEAKER. The gentleman leaves his vote as it is?

Mr. SMALL. Yes.

The result of the vote was announced as above recorded.

NICARAGUA CANAL,

Mr. HEPBURN. My, Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
on Tuesday, the 18t day of May, the bill H. R, 2538, a bill to pro-
vide for the construction of a canal connecting the waters of the
Atlantic and Pacific oceans, be made the special order, and that
it be taken up for consideration immediately after the approval of
the Journal.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Iowa asks munanimous
consent that House bill 2538 be made the special order for Tues-
day, May 1. Is there objection?

. BURTON. I object, Mr. Speaker,

Mr. TERRY. Who objected?

The SPEAKER. Objection is made.

Mr. WILLIAMS of Mississippi. Who objected?

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio.

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE.

- A message from the Senate, by Mr. PLATT, one of its clerks, an-
nounced that the Senate had passed bills of the following titles; in
which the concurrence of the House was requested:

8. 8333. An act for the relief of Brooklyn Ferry Company, of
New York; and

£, 8488, An act to amend an act fixing the fees of jurors and
mﬁpm in United States courts in certain Stafes and Terri-

e8,

The message also announced that the Senate had passed with-
ount amendment the bill (H. R. 4696) granting an increase of pen-
sion to Ruthven W. Houghton.

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED.

Mr. BAKER, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported
that they had examined and found truly enrolled bills of the fol-
lowinﬁ titles; when the Speaker signed the same:

I%. . 2856, An act for the relief of Hiram Johnson gpd others;
ant

H. R. 2456. Anact for the relief of the heirs of Philip McLoskey
and John Hagan.

SENATE BILL REFERRED,

Under clanse 2 of Rule XXTV. Senate bill of the following title
was taken from the Speaker's table and referred to itsappropriate
cemmittee as indicated below:

S, 3488, An act to amend an act fixing the fees of jurors and
witnesses in the United States courts in certain States and Terri-
tories—to the Committee on the Judiciary.

ORDER OF BUSINESS,

Mr. SULLOWAY. Mr. Speaker, I move that the House resolve
itself into Committee of the Whole for the consideration of bills
on the Private Calendar under the special rule.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New Hampshire moves
that the House resolve itself into Committee of the ole for the
consideration of private pension bills. Pending that, the Chair
desires toannounce that the gentleman from Iowa [Mr. HEPEURN]
will act as Speaker for the balance of this day.

The motion to go into Committee of the Whole was agreed to.

The House accordingiy resolved itself into Committee of the
Whole House, Mr. CAPROX in the chair,

The CHAIRMAN, The House is in Committee of the Whole
for the consideration of private pension bills under the rule. The
Clerk will report the first bill.

CORA I CROMWELL,

The first business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R.
1737) to grant a pension to Cora I. Cromwell, !
The bill was read, as follows:

Be it enacled, ete., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and is hmb{r
aunthorized and directed to on the pension roll the name of Cora
Cromwell, of Green Lake Cnuntg;iw'is.. dnu%hter of George Cromwell, late
private, Company LThi:;%—ﬂm ent Wi sin Infantry Veolunteers,
and pay her a pension of PeT Mon

XXXIII—259

The amendments recommended by the committee were read, as
follows:

_ After the word “‘roll,” in line 4, insert the words “subject to the provi-
sions and lmitations of the pension laws.”
n line & strike out the words * of Green Lake Count-?'. ‘Wis.; " in the same
line, before the word ** daughter,” insert the word **he Elm'“
i Il'n‘ }ine  strike out the word “private " and insert in lien thereof the word
o

In line T strike out the word ** Volunteers;" and in the same line, before the
word “*Infantry,” insert the word ** Volunteer.”
In lne 8, after the word * pension," insert the words **at the rate.”

Mr. TALBERT. Mr, Chairman, I do not wish to say anything
about the pending bill at this time. I desire to have read, in my
time, a letter I received a few days ago, and a short newspaper
article upon the subject of pensions.

The CHATRMAN. The Clerk will read in the gentleman’s time,

The Clerk read as follows:

Prrrssunrc, March 10, 1500.

Deanr Sir: I beg to inclose clipping from the Pittsburg Dispatch—news-
paper of largest circnlation in western Pennsylvania, and which I believe to
co;-mctl tﬁpreaent intelligent public opinion in this State on the guestion
rele 0.

. The general pension laws are liberal enough in all conscience, and the ma-
;aritt.y of the private bills are believed to be for benefit of those who have no
Jjust ¢l
Yours, truly,
¥ A. 8. M. MORGAYN,
Hon. Mr. TALBERT,
House of Representatives,

AN INSTRUCTIVE EELF-EXPOSURE.

The quarrel between sentative MAnoN, of this State, and TALBERT,
of South Carolina, is a un q]:a illustration of the political idea of constitn-
tional government and legislative representation. e South Carolinian has
been making himself ocbnoxious for demanding a quorum when special pen-
gion bills are Eu.esod This angered Representative MAmoON to such &
pitch that he denounces TALBERT on the floor of the House, and expresses
the hope that in the next Congress there may be a contest of TALBERT'S seat,
and that he (MAHON) may ** help to throw him ont of the House.”

The Constitution of the United Btates prascribes a majority of the House
as “*a quornm to do business,” and limits the power of less than a quorum to
“adjourn from day to day,” and * to compel the attendance of absent mem-
bers.” In other words, Mr. TALBERT'S offense is in insisting that the money
of the country shall not be spent axoer&by the methods which the Constitu-
tion requires. The first aspect of Mr. HON'S wrath is that it is because he
is prevented from getting special pension bills J)md in violation of the
Constitntion, which he has sworn to maintain and uphold

But Mr. MAHON is not satisfied with that
declares that if anyone will help to set up a contest against TALBERT in the
next Congress he will help to throw the obnoxious linian out of the
House, little question as to what the vote of the people who are sup-

toelect their resen®tives may be does notat all concern Mr. MAHON,
use Mr. TALBERT bas been guilty of using his right as a member to de-
mund that business shall be done in a constitutional manner Mr. MAHON will
YO1E would b dificult & to characterize Ma gnally th
WOl cult for anyons rize HOX more si than
MAnox has characterized himself. X

Mr, TALBERT, I desire to have another short letter read,
showing the sentiment in the North inregard tomy being *‘ thrown
out.” It is a short letter, and I do not ask to have it read for the
pur of killing time, but to show the sentiment in the North.

L}r. PAYNE. I would like to ask the gentleman if that will
entirely clear up his record, so that we can go on with the busi-
ness of the Hounse a little?

Mr. TALBERT. I did not catch what the gentleman said.

Mr, PAYNE. I want to inquireif that will entirely clear up
the record of the gentleman from South Carolina, so that the
House can proceed with its business? =

Mr. TALBERT. *The gentleman’s record " is perfectly clear:
but I wanted to take care of the Republicans, for fear they will
be lost, and to satisfy my friend from Ohio; but I do not think I
can save them.

. Mr. PAYNE. Ido notknow butwhat I ought to object if that
is the theory.

Mr. GROSVENOR. When I want a savior, I will make my
own selection. {‘Laughter.]

Mr. TALBERT. I will not reply, as I did not catch what the
gentleman said. I ask thaf the letter be read, because the gentle-
man i8 joined to his idols,

The Clerk read as follows:

Buoyrus PuBnic S8cHooLs, March 24, 1900,

K1xp Sir: May you live long—

[Laughter.] i

and enjoy a happy life; and we of the North hope your people in South Caro-
lina will return youn to Congress, for sach amgle man a8 you certainly de-
serves great praise—

[Great laughter.]

Eﬁ:; gl;.‘l:fﬁhu:ming your dutyso faithfully at the Capitol of the United States for
A government of the people, for the people, by the people."—A. L.

i 4 HIRAM K. SMITH.
. JaseEn Tarmeny, 1 Vorth Sandusky avenue, Hucyrus, Ohio.

House of Repremtaum;. Washington, D, C.
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Mr. TALBERT. Now, Mr. Chairman,so muchforthat. These
speak for themselves, [Laughter.] I wish tosay a few Fridays
ago we had what is known as private-claim day, to consider bills
from the Committee on Claims. Waell, I believe during that day
there were six or seven claimns passed. The reports were read on
every occasion. The bills were discussed, which ought to have
been done; they were criticised and scrutinized, and six of them
were passed. I SI‘IBrl}'H_JSG it was right and they ounght to have

assed. The next day was the day for the consideration of

ills from the Committee on War Claims, of whieh my distin-

uished friend from Pennsylvania [Mr. MaAHOX] is chairman. I

lieve there were three or foar bills,if I am not mistaken, passed
through at that time. They were cussed and discussed 531 day
long, and the reports were read.

Ngow, the point I want to make is that I think, in considera-
tion of claims from the Committees on Pensions, the reports ac-
companying the bill in every case ought to be read, so that the
House can vote intelligently upon the claims at issne. I do not
believe that these bills ought to be poured like corn into a hopver
and run throngh without any consideration, without any criti-
cism, and without any serntiny. I shall therefore ask in every
case that the report accompanying the bill be read. I hope the re-
port accompanying the bill which has just been reported will be
read in the hearing of the House. 1 ask for the reading of the

report.
The CHATRMAN. The Clerk will read the report.
The report (by Mr. MiNOR) was read, as follows:

The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill {(H. R.
1737) to grant a pension to Cora L. Cromwell, snbmit the following rt:

George F. Cromwell, the soldier named in this bill, served as a private in
Company I, Thirty-first Begiment W in Volunteer Intantry, from Fel-
ruary 18. , to March 19 ]%65. when he was wounded in aetion, and died of
such wounds in hospital at Goldsboro, N. (., on March 23, 185,

His widow, who married him January 5, 1840, was pensioned at $8 per month
from the time of the soldier's death to the date of grer T , on Sep-
tamber 16, 1866, and in 1570 the three minor children of the soldier, of whom
the beneflciary named in the bill was one, were also mmoned from the date
of the remarriage of their mother to January 27, , when the youngest
child became 16 years of age, and pension mﬁ b&gpﬁrntlon of law.

Cora L, the beneficiary named in this bill, was born October 15, 1860, and
ghe applied for continuance of her pension under the act of June 27, 1800, by
reason of helplessness, and filed proof showing that in 1884 her left arm was
amputated because of cancer of the wrist joint; that in 1891 she was operated
upon again for a disease pecnliar to females; that since that time she has
suffe from disease of the kidneys, confined to the bed quite often, and
unable to perform any labor whatever,

A medical examination of the beneficiary made July 15, 1890, under the
claim named above, disclosed amputation of the left arm, 3 inches below the
elbow joint, muscles of the right arm soft and flabby, catarrh of bladder,
with bloody urine, and prolapsus of rectum; and the examining surgeon then
stated that he did not consider her able to earn ber own Ih'ing‘.:

Her claim, however, was rejected by the Pension Bureaun October 28, 1806,
upon the ground that she had not been helpless at and priorto the time when
e became 18 years of age, hence the act of June 27, | could not afgl);;e

There has been filed with your committee the sworn statement of the ben-
efle , to the effect that she first became ph}‘sicaﬂ{ unable to earn a living
in 1884 by a swelling in the wrist of her left arm; that amputation of the arm
became necessary in October, 1884; that shortly thereafter she had inflamma-
tion of the bladder and female troubles, which afflicted her ever since; that
in September, 1891, she had t to an operation to remove the ovaries;
that in 15807 she was operated u for femoral hernia, and again later on:
that by reason of her physical debility and suffering she 1s unable to earn
her living: that her mother is again a widow and unable to maintain or sup-
port her; that for the last fifteen years she has been principally supported
and maintained by friends.

Medical testimony has also been flled fully corroborating the claimant’s
statements as to the operations performed and as to her prosent ﬁhig.ideal
condition, and the same is fully set forth in the affidavit of Dr. G. D. d,
which reads as follows: «

To whom it may concern;

I hereby certify that Miss Cora L Cromwell, of Berlin, Wis., has been a
patient of mine and under my care, at times, since May, 1807, and until the
present time, 1 operated upon her for ventral hernia on May 12, 1807, and
ghe remained at the ital and under my immediate care until May 30, 1807,
She also at that time suffered from chronic inflammation of the bladder and
a tumor (Yalglloma} of the bladder. i

On the 19th day of October, 1807, she returned to the hospital in this city
and remained under my care for treatment of inflammation and tumor of
the bladder until December 1807. She was in very poor health, and suf-
fered very severely from the disease mentioned, and the ventral hernia
}mptura) had returned. She returned to the hospital at frequent intervals

or treatment until on June 1,15809, I again operated for adhesions within the
abdomen and for hernia.

Sinece the last operation she has been, at intervals, in the hospital for treat-
ment for disease of the bladder and general ill health, until October, 25, 1809,
Bhe has been in the hospital and under my care, in all, fifteen different times
gince May, 1887. From my knowledge of her p}a cal condition I find that
she is so wholly broken down as to be unable to do any work, either now or

f re.
e G.D. LADD, M. D.

MiLwAUKEE, WIS., February 8, 1900,

EAsTERX DisTRICT OF WISCONSIN, 88!
Personally appeared before me George D. Ladd, M. D., who, being by me
duly sworn, deposes and says that the fareﬁoing affidavit, subscribed by him,
is true to the best of his knowledge and belief. &
[8EAL.] EDWARD KURTZ,
Clerke United Staies District Court, Eastern District-of Wisconsin.

The Hon. Mr. DAVIDSON, a member of this House, has filed a statement
showing that, to his personal knowlegige. the Leneficiary is without means of
support, having no proaggr_ty of any kind, and no one being legally bound to
support her, and that is practically entirely helpless,

As no one is now drawing any pension on sccount of the services and
death of this soldier, your committee believes that relief by Congress is fully
warranted for this helytass daughter of the eoldier: and the passsge of the
bill is recommended after the same shall have been amended as follows:

After the word “roll,” in line 4, insert the words “subject to tho provi-
giony and limitations of the pansion laws. "

In line 5 strike out the words * of Green Lake Cm‘mt?‘. Wis ;" In the same
line, before the word * danghter,” insert the word *“he {:lm,"

Iru .]ine 6 strike out the word * private and insert in lien thereof the word
s

In line 7 strike out the word ** Volunteers; " and in the same line, before the
word * Infantry,” insert the word ** Volunteer.”

In line 8 after the word ** pension,” insert the words *at the rate."

‘]‘_L“."Bnd the title so as to read: **A bill granting a pension to Cora I. Crom-
well.™

During the reading of the alove report

Mr. TALBERT said: I ask that the furiher reading of the
report be dispensed with.

I want to call tke attention of the House and committee to the
faet that in this case the committee have been honest, as they
liave been in all these cases, in saying in the report that the claim-
ant has no pensionable status at the Pension Bureau, and that
after she had received a pension %p to the age of 16 years, as I un-
derstood, she became afflicted. Now,on account of affliction that
has overtaken her ten years after she had received a pension up to
16 years of age, the committee have, on account of her general
poverty, reported that she onght to receive a pension, Now, that
1s the condition. If this House is willing o give a pension to peo-
pie who are utterly ontside of the pale of the pension law because
they are goor, why they can continue to do it; but it seems to me
that all the States and all the counties Fave almshouses and poor-
lLionses that are able to take care of people of this class, You will
find poor people all over the country. E

Now, in most of these cases which I have looked over I think
that the committee is honest enough to state that the apﬁu]jcants
are not enfitled to a pension under any laws, liberal as they are.
1 only wanted to call the attention of the House to this fact.

Mr. SULLOWAY. This girl was not entitled to a pension be-
cause she was not destitute and helpless the moment she became
16 years of age. She did become helpless, absolutely =o, unable to
do anything for herself, a short time after she became 16; and the
committee recommended thepension. The gentleman from South
Carolina talks about there being no law forit. 1f she was entitled
to a pension under existing law, we shonld not bring this bill here.
This is a good case, a deserving case, and the bill ought to pass.

The commitfee amendments were agreed fo.

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with a favor-
ab'e recommendation.

ELIJAH BIDDLE.

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R.
1801) granting a pension to Elijah Biddle. i
The Clerk read the bill, as follows:

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby,
authorized and directed toipl.non on the pension roll, subject to the provisions
and limitations of the pension laws, the name of ah Biddle, late a private
in Company E, Second Regiment Ohio Volunteer Heavy Artillery, and pay
him a pension of §50 a month in lien of the pension he is now receiving.

Mr. TALBERT. Mr. Chairman, I have here a letter which I
received a few days ago, and although it has no direct bearing on
this bill, it has upon bills of a similar kind. Itis from a gentle-
man in Maine, and I desire to have it read in my time.

The Clerk read as follows:

NorTH BRADFORD, ME., March 31, 1900,

DEAR BIR: I see h}i the pa.gers that Congresslast Friday passed 142 private
pension bills. Now I and thousands ot other old soldiers protest against
this wholesale private pension business. Any coffee cooler or bummer, who
has a political pull or can get up a big petition ean get a big pension, while
?ﬁ“e“‘ ever so worthy, have to take whatever the Pension Bureaun gives

om.

1 believe that that is where all claims should be settled and that Congress-
men should find other business to attend to but tumbling over each other in
passing claims, many of which are rrnnﬁntannlt.

I see that George M. Brown, of Bangor, Me., has been voted a pension of
§10 a month. Now Ido not doubt but what Brown was a good soldier, but
why should he be entitled to more than any other soldier who is rated the
same? It isclaimed that he is poor, yet he has a honse worth £1,200 and some
money in the bank.

Now, Mr. Gonfgrmm:an. I served in the Union Army four years. I en-
listed in April of 1861 and was discharged in SBeptember of 1865, 1 carried a
musket years and then was commissioned. I was wounded three times
and have been a physical wreck for the last t.hirt.f years I have ever been
treated fair by the Government and have no fanlt'to find with the Pension
Department. I have n medal of honor that I received from Congress, but I
am not as lucky as Major Brown. My house is not worth §1,200, neither have
I any bank stock. From the effect of my wounds and heart trouble, Ican do
no work or business, )

There is a man living in an adjoining town that was with me in the First
Maine Heavy Artillery, who came home as sound and well as when he went
to war, and continued so till a few years , when he got hurt by a vicious
horse which ke was handling for a neighbor. He has been %attinx £0 n
month; has a good %m money to let when he can get 10 per cent in-
terest. He was not sa with what he was getting, but by a special act
he§ot it increased to fifty.

ow, I think this Congressional pension bureau is all wrong, and the old
boys are sore over the way pensions are ground out.
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Please excuso me for thus nddmsﬁini vou, but 1 saw that you did not be-
}ja‘ie {: tttn? ‘f"b business, and thought would write you how we old fellows
'eel abou
Truly, yours, A. J. KNOWLES,
Late Captain, Compuny D, First Maine Heavy Art X
North Bradford, Me.
Hon. My, TALBERT.

Mr. SIMS. Are notf these two cases ones in which I moved to

amend?
4 These letters are samples of hundreds that I

Mr. TALBERT, _
have home in my desk. I do not propose fo bring forward any

more of them to have read and take up the time of the commit-
tee. 1 only put these forward as samples. I want fo emphasize
this point, that it seems to me the committee does not scrutinize
as closely as they ought the statements of these applicants as to
their property and means of support. Hereis this man, the owner
of bank stock and a house worth $1,200. Now, I ask for the read-
i.n% of the report in this case. This is almost similar to the one
referred to in the letter. I ask for the reading of the report.
This bill seeks to raise this man’s pension from $12 to §30. It
may be that he has more property than the man referred toin the
letter that has just been read,and only shows what 1 am contend-
ing for—thatunjust claims are being allowed by the committee.
%‘he Clerk read the report, as follows:

The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R.
1801) granting a pension to Elijah Biddle, submit the following report:

Thg':aldier. who is now 57 gmrs of age, seryed as s private in ny
E, Thirty-seventh Regi t Ohio Volunt Infantry, from June 2, 1 to
October 3. 18i2, when mustered out with his company, and enlisted again as
a private in Company E, d Regiment Ohio vy Artillery, July 1, 1863;
was taken prisoner of war at Sweetwater, Tenn., February 16, 1865; ed
April 2,1 and mustered out on detachment muster-out roll on June 14,
1 He is now a gfna!oner under the act of June 27, 1500, at Slﬁ}mr month
for total inability to earn a support manual labor by reason of impaired
sight, which pension was allowed in lien of one under the general law of 4
per month formerly granted tohim on account of chronic diarrhea of service

origin.

ﬁ:[ the claim under the eral law filed June 25, 1880, in which chronic
diarrhea was set up as a disabling canse of service origin, the soldier also
claimed pension on account of a severe injury to his left side, fracturing the
collar bone and two riba, alleged to have been received near Fort Boyle, ]'Z:H..
about April 1. 1864, by his horse falling while on detached service as drill-
master at said fort, and in July, 18%), he claimed on account of another disa-
bility, namely, loss of t.

':l‘]{’ese claims were rejected January 12, 1804, upon the und of no record
glc_lnir:;prootch of origin line of duty, and claimant’s declared inability to

s roof.

The olaimant alleged that he was left at Fort Boyle with one Georgs F.
Race, as drillmasters; that the garrison consisted of a colored com ¥: that
he did not know a'nim the officers, and thut he was treated for the injuries
by a private nghys:c , Dr. Young, who lived near the fort, and that he was
;m'aba to find or locate his comrade, Race, who was present when he was

njured. i
A comrade of the soldier, who testified to the origin of diarrhea, stated to
n special examiner of the Burean that when the company ieft Fort Boyle the
beneflciary and Race were left behind; that shortly thereafter some of the
boys in the company got a letter from Race stating that the claimant had
been thrown from a mule, and thereby broke his collar bone and two ribs;
and the claimant filed proof that while at home on furlough after having
,;'h?:g t;p:ﬁolad. he suffered from said injuries, and continued go to suffer since

A

He adn:ﬁ&d his inability to file any proof as to the origin of his eye
trouble, and stated that while his eyes were somewhat affected befors tﬁo
service the steadily increased as aresult of his army service.

Medlical examinations beginning in 1882 found fracture of the left clavicle,
for which the surgeons rated him $i but no fracture of ribs; and the last
certificate of medical examination, made on Aungust I8, 1807, rated him §12 for
rheumatism; nothing for diarrhea; 8 for the fracture, and £0 for impaired
gight due to extreme myopia, and the surgeons then stated that the soldier
was just able to get abont with the aid of a powerful double concave lens.

Medical testimony filed with your co ttee shows that the claimant is
now suffering from myopia to such an extent as to be almost oomg:let-ely

ind; that by reason of this and general debility, due to an attack of pnen-
monia and various other sicknesses, he is unable to do any work whatever;
that with double concave glasses at 8 feet he could rec a man as an ob-

ect only, but could not see irregularities in the ground, and that at 60 feet
could not mnnythinﬁ =

The circumstances under which the special examiner of the Pension Bu-
rean obtained the information as to the receipt of the fracture by the bene-
ficiary leads this committee to believe that full faith and credit should be
given to such statement; and there is also no doubt in the minds of your com-
mittes that the preexisting myopin wasaggravated I:vly exposures in the serv-
ice: and inasmuch as the beneficiary is now practically blind, a pension of £0

r month seems to be fully warranted under the circumstances; and hence

l:nar puassaga of the bill is recommended after the same shall have been amended
as follows:

..,1".“‘“’ @ strike out the word “a;" in the same line strike out the word

o

Ih line 8, before the word ‘“of," insert the words “ at the rate.”

— tt-gli:;itl;a‘ out the word **fifty,” in line 8, and insert in lieu thereof the word
I:-:.l Iinéa hg ts‘l‘rl,ke out the words * the pension’’ and insert in lien thereof the
word **

Amend the title so as to read: “*A bill granting an increase of pension to
Elijah Biddle.”

Mr. TALBERT. Now, Mr. Chairman, I would like to ask the
chairman of the committee if he has any affidavit as to the pecu-
niary or financial conditlion of this applicant?

Mr. SULLOWAY. This man is now 57 years old, is totally
unable to support himself by labor by reason of the impaired
sight. and the special examiner reported that his statements were
entitled to the utmost credit.

The amendmentsrecommended by the committee were agreed to.

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with a favor-
able recommendation.

MARGARET BURNS.,

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R,
3655) nting a pension to Mrs. Margaret Burns, as widow of
Peter Burns, late of Company F, Twenty-third Regiment lllinois
Volunteer Infantry, in the war of the rebellion.

The Clerk read the bill, as follows:

Be it enacted, ete., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby,

authorized and directed to place on the pension roll. subject to the provisions

and limitations of the pension laws, the name of Margaret Burns, as widow

of Peter Burns, late of &mp&ny F, Twenty-third Regiment of Ilinois Infan-

try Volonteers, in the war of the rebellion.
Mr. TALBERT,

Mr. Chairman, I ask for the reading of the

report.
‘[.E‘ha Clerk read the report, as follows:

The Committes on Invalid Pensions, fo whom was referred the bill (H. R.
3056) granting a pension to Mrs. t Burns, as widow of Peter Burns,
late of Company F. Twenti-gﬂrﬂ Regiment Ilinois Volunteer Infantry, in
the war of the rebellion, submit the following report:

Peoter Burns, the soldier named in this bill, served as a private in Compan
F, Twenty-third ent 1llinois Volunteer Infantry, Jérom April 23, LB&{
to Oct?ber B, 1881, when discharged by reason of having been a paroled pris-
oner of war.

Heneverapplied for pension under any law granting pensions to soldiers.

Margaret Burns, the benefi named in this biﬁ. and now 75 vears of

, applied for pension as the ow of the soldier under the act of June 27,
i'ﬁw\ g that her husband died in 1876, leaving her as his widow, and that
she is without other means of support than her daily labor.

This claim was specially examined, and was rejected June 8, 1803, and
March 0, 1584, after sach examination, upon the ground that the pre-
sumption of soldier’s death was not warranted by the facts eli on such
Eoc’fn.l examination; and this rejection was affirmed by Assistant Becretary

ynolds nnder date of September 4, 1894, in the fallowingnlanguage:

L TR ) aﬁfellant- and the soldier wero married in England in 1849,
and had eight children, but two of which are now livi After their emi-

ation to this coun he was in employment as a miner, and in fol-

owing his vocation frequently left her, seeking work in other places. He
does not appear to have had any permanent residence at any time, leaving
with no expressed intention as to his destination or his return. rarvely or
never communicating with appellant during his absence, and generally re-
turning to her only when she was able otherwise to learn his whereabouts
and requested him to do so or went to him instead. She followed him up in
this manner many times and dnrin%vlm_\ny Jlem thronghont Virginia, ]£:m-
tucky, Ohio, Indiana, and Illingis. hile they were at Bpringfield, 11l., he
en in the Army, unknown to her, in April, 1861, was ischnrgwafl in
October of the same year; but she did not learn his whereabouts or see him
again until about the close of the war, when he came to her at Cincinnati
gli:;o. stayed two days, and then returned to his work in the coal mines
JIMES

** He left her finally ‘on 8f. Patrick'sday.’ in 1874, while they were living in
Bowersville, IIl., since which e she not seen or heard from him nor of
him except once tbroufh her som, who (as he testifies herein) was told about
1880 by an old friend of his father that he had heard of his death near Des
Moines, Iowa, where he was working in a coal mine, but he stated no partic-
ulars further, as the train he was leaving on started and stopped the conver-
sation; that this friend's address he did not know, and be being then an old
man, said son believes him to be now deceased. This evidence as to the fact
?t death, tt:nowt?rar, is too uncertain, indefinite, and remote to be relied npon

0any exten

*After the soldier last left appellant ns aforesaid, she removed about July
1. 1874, to Danville, I1l., where she remained about a year. and then went to
New e, Ill., where she lived with her danghter until she came to Mur-
phxsboro. Ill., her present hame, in 1802,

The soldier never apiplied for pension. A lant testifies he was some-
what but not excessively addicted to drink. Another witness testifies he
drank considerably, and when in this condition was quarrelsome and abusive.
If now living, he wounld be about (4 years of age.

*It is considered by the D(:Parbment that the facts shown do not raise a
i:gl mption of the soldier's death, as they reasonably account other-

or his absence. The action is therefore aftirmed."

Subsequent to such rejection the beneficiary invoked the provisions of the
act of March 13, 1896; but the clnim was again rejected by the Pension Bu-
rean, August 30, 1897, upon the ground that the presumption of death could
not obtain under said act of March 13, 1806; and this action was again afirmed
by the Assistant Secretary of the Interior, Webster Davis, under date of
January 80, 1899, no new evidence or additional facts having been filed or sub-
mitted as to the soldier's leaving his home and the claimant, or tending in
any v_rn{hto show his death, since the departmental decision of September 6,
1884, in the case.

Proof has been filed in the Pension Barenu to the effect that the claimant
bas not remarried since her husband left her last in 1874; that she has no
B{;:perty of m;& kind; that she is quite old and feehble, unable to make a liv-

. and dependent npon the charity of friends.

In view of tho fact that twenty-six years have elapsed since the soldier was
last seen or heard from, the soldier having never applied for pension, either
under the general law or under the act of June 27, 1890, under which last-
named law he undoubtedly would have title \3 reason of age alone, your
committee are of the opinion that the death the soldier should be pre-
sumed, and that the beneficiary shonld be granted the relief songht forin
the bill, and the passage of the same is recommended after it shall have been
amended as follows:

In line 6 strike out the w **as before the word ** widow."

In line 7 strike out the work ‘‘of" before the word “Illincis.” In the
same line strike out the word * Volunteur;"” and in the same line, before the
word * Infantry,” insert the word ** Volunteer.”

In line 8 strike out the words * in the war of the rebellion” and insert in
len thereof the words “and pay her a pension at the rate of $ per month,
such pension, however, to cease upon proot that the soldier is suﬁe living."
B Amend the title so as to read: “A bill granting a pension to Margaret

arns."”

_Mr. TALBERT. Now, Mr. Chairman, here is a claim to pen-
sion a woman who says she has no husband, but there is no evi-
dence that she is a widow. Notwithstanding what the committes
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says in the report, here isan applicant for a pension on the ground l for on any other theory than that he was dead. That was the

that she is a widow, and ne evidence has been adduced showing
that she is really a widow. Isuobmit that we onght not to pass
such a claim as this, and I therefore move that this bill be laid
aside with the recommendation that it do lie on the table.

Mr, GRAFF. Mr. Chairman, I do not think the statement
made by the gentlerian from South Carolina [Mr. TALBERT] is
warranted by the facts. This woman was married to her husband
in 1849, in England, and in 1874, on St. Patrick’s Day, at Bowers-
ville, IlL, he left her. The only reason that the evidence was not
considered sufficient before the Burean and on appeal was because
the evidence did mnot follow the usnal common-law requirement
that he left her under such circumstances as wonld not be ex-
plainable, but adopted the theory that he might return. The rule
in cases at common law is, when applied to the evidence, that the
circumstances must show that he was not likely to return if liv-
ing. That is the only phase of this proof that is absolutely not
made complete. Nothing has been heard of the soldier since 1874,
and they were married in 1849, .

Mr, ALEXANDER, Is the soldier getting a pension?

Mr. SULLOWAY. No.

Mr, TALBERT, There is no poritive evidence adduced that
he is dead or that she is a widow. Sheis claiming a pension as a
widow when nobody knows whether she is a widow or not.

Mr. BARTLETT. I understand it to be a rule of the Pension
Bureau that in these cases they do not recognize the common-law
rule that prevails in all States in the Union, that an absence of
seven years nnaccounted for raises a prima facie presumption
that the man is dead. Now, the Pension Burean refuses to recog-
nize that rule, I nnderstand; do they not?

Mr. GRAFF, I think the Burean does recognize that principle
of evidence.

Mr, BARTLETT. No; I know of a case in my own city of a
widow absolutely helpless, withont any money, and the pension
was refused merely upon thatground. The attention of the Office
was called to the decision of the Supreme Court of the United
States my myself to the fact that this husband has been absent
fourteen years, but becanse she conld not demonstrate absolutely
that he was dead by some one who nctuallﬁ saw him dead or saw
him die she was refused and had to do without a pension.

Mr. GRAFF. That may be true,

Mr. BARTLETT. I donotthink theruling of the department
is correct. And if the effect of this bill is simply to ion a
widow whose husband has been absent and unaccounted for dur-
ing the length of time that appears in this case, I think we ought
to pass the bill. I think the Pension Bureau ought in cases of
this kind to follow the rule which is recognized at common law
and also by the Supreme Court of the United States and by stat-
utes and decisions in the several States. It seems to me that a
widow whose husband is shown by ordinary testimony to have
‘been absent for so great a number of years and unaccounted for
should not be compelled to resort to this House in order to get a

on.

I did not rise for the pur of opposing the gentleman’s bill.
From all that 1 undarstz?nd,p?feis a mperitoriona b%ﬁ and ought to
pass; but I believe that the Pension Bureau ought not to compel
widows who are in the position in which this widow appears to
be to resort to the aid of Congressmen in order to get a private

pension bill through here, when the Pension Burean, if it would
}o]low the well-known and accepted rules of law, wounld grant a
})ens-ion and save Congress from the necessity of such private

Mr, Speaker, I will say in reply to the gentle-
man from Georgia [.Mlx3 BARTLETT] thaf, as 1 understand, the
Burean recognizes the common-law rule on this subject. Under
that rule, as gentlemen here are aware, one of the elements
necessary to be shown—-

Mr, BARTLETT. The Pension Bureau ought to be bound by
the rule which the Supreme Court of the United States has rec-

ognized.

ﬁr. GRAFF. AsI wasabout to say, one element of proof nec-
essary under the common-law rule is that the absence shall be
unexplainable. This is the point where claimants usually fall
down and fail to make satisfactory proof. In this case, however,
it seems to me that the long absence of the husband, and the fact
that one of the sons testifies that he heard of the death of his
father in 1880, and the further fact that this man and woman
were married in 1840 and lived together until 1874, wonld tend to
show that the failure of the husband to return to his wife during
this lapae of years raises a strong presumption of his death.

Mr. ALEXANDER., Wh{ﬂis the fact of the apparent abandon-
ment of the wife unexplainable?

Mr. GRAFF., Well, the fact that the husband had left his
wile on several oceasions, and that he was addicted to drink, left
room for the Pension Bureau to say that it had not been shown
that his absence was unexplainable and could not be accounted

point in this case—simply a technical point. I think the bill
onght to pass.

My, SMITH of Illinois. Mr. Chairman, for the benefit of the
House 1 wish to say that I am perfectly familiar with this case,
Mrs, Burns is a resident of my home town. She is an old lady,
75 years of age. The facts of the case are fully shown in the re-
port. She made application for a pension under the act of Jun
1890, and since I have been in Congress I have personally look
after her case. I went to the Department, I had the evidence all
examined, and I made a personal statement of the condition of
the claimant and her standing in the community; but the claim
was rejected. Of course she has never been able to prove abso-
lutely that her husband is dead. If she were able to do that she
would be entitled to a pension under the act of June, 1890. But
her husband has been absent over twenty-six years and unheard
of during all that time.

There were born to this lady during the time she and her hus-
band lived together eight children. She has struggled along as
best she could to support those children and to raise such of them
as are now living. She and her husband lived together from 1519
up to the time he left her, twenty-six yearsago. He was a miner
and at different times left home to seek work, not abandoning his
wife at all, but, as the evidence shows, and as was shown to the
Department, for the purpose of ﬁnding work as a miner at differ-
ent places. When thus seeking work he would be gone for a time
and his wife would not hear from him, but he would return.
They wounld go from place to place as his employment called him,
Finally, twenty-six years ago, he left again, and from that time to
this has never been from.

I know from my personal knowledge that this old lady hasmade
every effort that was possible to learn the whereabouts of her hus-
band or whether he was dead. She hasadvertised time and again
in the St. Lonis papers and other papers. She hasinguired by
letter and otherwise of every person that she thought would have
any knowledge whatever of her husband.

Mr. GRATFF. Isitnot true—it seems to me it is, according to
my recollection of the case—that the special exuminer, in report-
il‘ﬁ to the Bureaun the result of his examination of this case in the
field, stated that in his opinion this soldier was dead?

Mr. SMITH of Illinois. Yes, sir; that was the statement of the
special examiner as his opinion on the examination.

Now, the fact remains, Mr. Chairman, that at no time has this
soldier ever applied for a pension. Considering that he would be
now, if living, about 75 years of age, we naturally presume that
if living he would have applied for a pension at some time during
the last twenty-six t{ears. And I consider that fact alone as very
strong evidence of the death of the soldier many years ago.

Mr. GAINES. The presumption of law would be that he died
lg::g since, Amny court of equity would so hold under the circum-
stances.

Mr. SMITH of Illinois. Yes, undoubtedly; but the Pension
Office fails to recognize the presumption of law which is manifest
in the case, and in this instance has manifestly indnlged in split-
ting hairs, as is frequently done by that Bureau, and no remedy is
left but by special bill,

This, Mr. Chairman, is as meritorions a case as has ever been
presented to this body. It is as meritorious as any case that can
possibly be brought Lefore Congress under the circnmstances.

Mr., E}AIN ES. Is this an original pension?

Mr. SMITH of Illinois. Yes, sir.

Mr. GAINES. How much do you ask?

Mr. SMITH of Illinois. The committee recommend $8 a month,
the amount she would be entitled to under the act of June, 1800,
if she could prove that her husband was actually dead.

Mr. GAINES. And this soldier served in the civil war?

Mr. SMITH of Illinois, Yes, sir.

I ask a vote.

Mr, TALBERT. Mr. Chairman, thestatements whichhave just
been made show precisely what I have been driving at. All 1 de-
sire is to get some explanation of these bills. Now 1 am satisfied
with the statements made, and withdraw the motion.

The CHAIRMAN. The motion of the gentleman from South
Carolina having been withdrawn, the question will be taken on
the amendments reported from the committee.

The amendments were agreed to.

The bill as amended was laid aside to be reported to the Housa
with the recommendation that it do pass.

SIMON PRICE.

The next business on the Private Calendar wus the bill (H. R,
1943) granting an increase of ion to Simon Price.

The Clerk read the bill, as follows:

Be it enacted, ete., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby,

thorized and directed to place on the pension roll, subject to the visions
::d lgmitati:;m of the pen.s.Pnu ).ngva. th:?e name of on Price, lat.ap:.opﬂvata
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in Company B, Second Iowa Volunteer Cavalry, and pay him a pension of
£10 per month in lieu of the pension he is now receiving.

The following amendments, recommended by the Committee on
Invalid Pensions, were read:

In line 6 strike out the word “a;™ in the same line strike ont the word
“in ;:"in the same line, before the word *lowa,” insert the word *‘*Regi-
mef; jjne 7, after the word " pension,” insert the words " at the rate;" in the
same line strike out the word “thirty " and insert in lien thereof the word
“twenty." L :

In line § strike out the words ‘" the pension' and insert in lien thereof the
word ** that."

Mr. TALBERT. I ask that the report be read.
The report (by Mr. GRAFF) was read, as follows:

The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R.
1843) granting an increase of pension to Simon Price, submit the following

report:
]:similar bill was favorably reported upon by yourcommittee in the Fifty-
tourth Congress, and the report of that committee, herewith, gives the facta

in the case.
The soldier has filed no claim for inerease of pension in the Pension Burean

ginea 1838, nor has he ever sought relief underthe act of June 27, 1800.
There has been filed with your committes the sworn statement of the
soldier to the effect that heisa %mt sufferer from rheumatism, affecting
especially his right arm and left leg; that his rhenmatic trouble is growing
worse from_yearto year, until now heis so physi ed as to make
it impossible to do any work TOqUIting the constant use of his limbs; and
that as a result of scurvy contracted in the service he has lost all of his

teeél;m filed medical testimony, showing that npon a medical examination
of the soldier o February 26, 1900, rhenmatism _affecting tho left hip joint
and right elbow and all of the joints of the right hand was found; also the
loss of all but four teeth, as the result of scuryy, and nlceration of the gums
and tongne, and considerable impairment of speech. and inflammation of
the conjunectivee; also the statement of the county treasurer of Yankton
County, 8. Dak., to the effect that the soldier has no property belonging to
him in that county or in the State; also the tesmmmg of a neighbor of the
soldier to the effect that, to his personal knowledge, thoe soldier has not been
able to perform manual labor, except of the lightest kind, for the lastten
Years.

Mr, TALBERT. I hope the gentleman in charge of this meas-
ure will make some statement in regard to it, as the report is not,
in my judgment, a satisfactory one and does not cover all of the

ints. :
poMr. GAMBLE. I will state in regard to this bill that this sol-
dier is personally well known to me and resides in my own town.
He is & man with a splendid record in the Army, having served
in Colonel HEPBURN'S regiment from lowa. I know the facts
stated in the report to be true of my own personal knowledge.
By reason of scurvy he lost his teeth, nearly all of them, and
is a great sufferer from rhenmatism, affecting him {6 such an
extent and growing worse from year to year, that he is physically
disabled anﬁris unable to do any work reguiring constant use of
his limbs. His health is impaired to such an extent that he is un-
fitted for almost any kind of labor. In addition to that the
claimant is a very poor man, and.the statement certified to, as the
report will show,

addition to that, Mr. Chairman, in the Fifty-fourth Congress
the same bill was introduced and a favorable and unanimous re-
port was made at $30 per month upon the facts then presented to
the committee. It was, however, so late in the session that no
opportunity was offered to consider the bill. In the Fifty-fifth
Congfless it was introduced and passed the Senate at 20 per
month.

As it is disclosed here, I repeat, the evidence shows that this
man is helpless, and during the past year, by fire, he has practi-
eally lost all he possessed.

I submit, sir, in view of the facts as certified to in the report,
and from my own knowledge, this is a highly meritorious case and
ought to be passed.

Mr. TALBERT. I have no doubt that every word the gentle-
man says is true, and in the report we find that the committee
put all the facts before the House; they do not try to cover any-
thing; but I do not discover in the report that his disability can
be traced to service origin—that is fo say, that the disability can
not be traced, as the law requires, to service origin—and yet the
committee anthorize the increase,

Mr. SIMS, I would like to ask the chairman of the committee
a question to see if I understood him correctly in his statement,
Has there been any application for increase of pension at the
Burean?

Mr. GAMBLE, There was, and it was rejected in 1895, In
}E‘&B ai ;q%ecial bill was introduced in the Fifty-fonrth Congress for

a relief.

Mr. SIMS. Iunderstood the report to say that he had made no
application for increase since 1888.

Mr. GAMBLE. But that was pending until 1895, and was not
rejected until that time.

Mr. SIMS. On what ground was it rejected?

Mr. GAMBLE, I donotknow thatI can state,

Mr. SIMS. Do not the records here show?

Mr. GAMBLE. I do not know that the record statesthat, I

am not so familiar with the history of the case in the Pension
Office that I can answer the question of the gentleman,

Myr. SIMS. The committee, in the last session, made it a ryle
that the applicant nust have made an application and thatappli-
cation have been rejected.

Mr. GAMBLE. That is true in this case, and it was pending
from 1888 until 1895. ; .

Mr, 8IMS. Is there no ground stated for the cause of rejection?

Mr. GAMBLE, Yes; it stated that they failed to prove clearly
that the disability was of service origin, on account of the death of
some of his comrades.

My, SIMS. It wasrejected becansethe disability was notshown
to be of service origin?

Mr. GAMBLE. Not clearly. It wasshown,but not as clearly
as the Pension Office thought it shonld be.

Mr. SIMS. What is his present pension?

Mr. GAMBLE. Ten dollars a month.

Mr, SIMS. And what increase is asked for?

Mr, GAMBLE. An increase to $20.

The committee amendments were agreed to.

The bill as amended was ordered to be laid aside to be reported
to the House with a favorable recommendation,

CELIA A, JEFFERS,

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (8. 1251)
granting an increase of pension to Celia A. Jeffers.
The Clerk read the bill, as follows:

Be it enacled, elc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he ishereby,
anthorized and directed to place oy the pension roll, subject to the provisions
and lmitations of the pension laws, the name of Celia A, Jeffers, widow of
Anvon Jeffers, late of Company F, Nineteenth Regiment Michi, Volunteer
Infantry, and piy her o pension at the rate of 530 per month in lieu of that
she is now receiving.

Mr. TALBERT. Isghonld like to have the gentleman who in-
troguced the bill give us some light npon it, unless the report is
read.

Mr. SULLOWAY. I yield to the gentleman from Nebraska
[Mr. Nnvrm,ml.

Mr. NEVILLE. This is a Senate bill, which passed the Senate
and came over here, so it was not introduced by a member of this
Honse. I introduced a similar bill in the House, but as this
passed the Benate first I thought it was better to let the House bill
go and have the Senate bill pass, so as to save time.

This widow lives at Bassett, in Rock County, in my district,
Her husband served nearly four years, serving from August, 1862,
until June, 1865, He was taken prisoner at Thompsons Station,
Tenn., March 5, 1863, and confined at Richmond, March 22, 1863,
being paroled at City Point, Va., March 31, 1863,

He reported at College Green Barracks April 1, 1863, and was
sent to Camp Parole, Maryland, April 3, 1863, where he arrived
the same day. He was sent to Camp Chase, Ohio, April 6, 1863,
where he reported for duty, and was present there May 7, 1853,
The company reports show him as follows: June 9, 1863, left in
hospital, Louisville, Ky.; July 24, 1863, returned from hospital,
He died February 27, 1880, and the widow filed her declaration
for a widow's pension March 1, 1887, which was granted March
22, 1889, carrying a rate of £8 per month from February 27, 1880,
the date of the death of the soldier above referred to, and $12 per
month from March 19, 1886, with $2 additional for minor child,
who was 16 March 6, 1891.

This young man, Charles C. Jeffers, on the 16th day of Septem-
ber, 1801, while drivindg the city dray, fell forward from the load
falling directly behind the mules, receiving a kick on his head
which caused a fracture and heavy depression of his skull about
8 inches above his left eye. From this there resulted a perma-
nent injury which made the young man an absolute invalid and a
charge upon his widowed mother, which he has been for years.

The bill was unanimously reported by the Senate committes,
and, as I understand, unanimously reported by the House coms-
mittee. Ikmnow that it is a worthy case and I hope there will be
no cbjection to it.

Mr. TALBERT. Mr, Chairman, I see by the reading of the
report here that the father of the applicant here——

. NEVILLE. The husband of the applicant.

Mr. TALBERT. The one for whom the pension is claimed re-
ceived no disabilify in the service; but the report says:

On the 16th day of September, 1801, while i ¥
Charles C. Jcﬂm}; fell forward }ngnm thl;i!los%r‘ivr:‘n m?odf:éétﬂmb&%?isgg

mnules, receiving a kick on his head, which caused a fract d h
pression of his skull, about 3 inches above his left e;“e. e Shdchotvy Se.

Now, does this House propose to grant pensions upon such
ﬂirgg excuses as that? It does seem to me that this is an un-
worthy case, with due deference to what the gentleman has said.
I know that his statements are facts, but the granting of thispen-
mwould bé in direct violation of all law and all right and all
justice,
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It may be a small matter, but a great many of thesesmall mat-
ters put together will make a very large matter. Now, why con-"
tinue to do that? Do we propose to pension the wife and children
of every man who falls off a wagon and gets his head hurt, or any-
thing of thatkind? Is there not provision madein the poorhouses
for cases of this kind? If this Congress isgoing to pension allthe

T people of thiscountry, it will havea tremendous burden upon
ts hands. I submit that this is an unjust and unmeritorious
claim, and ought not to pass.

Mr. SULLOWAY. . Chairman, it would seem to be almost
impossible to conceive a more meritorious case than this. The
gentleman has not stated a single reason, he has not stated, so far
as I could hear, a single fact in regard to it. What are the facts?
This widow has a helpless child, the son of a soldier; and the fact
is that if he had received his disability that made him as helpless
as an infant six months and ten davs earlier than he did, he wonld
have been allowed a pension under the general law, and he wonld
not have come here, as his mother comes here, asking this Govern-
ment, for him whose father served his country, to contribute the
difference between her ion as a widow and what this bill
gives her fo take care of this helpless son of that old soldier; and
if there is a man in this House or in this country who begrudges
taking that from the Treasury, God pity him; I can not.

Mr. TALBERT. I want tosay, in reply to the gentleman, that
I have no doubt that the statements that he has made are true.
But are yon goinﬁ to give pensions to all those people who may
have fallen off a load of wood and injured themselves? Do you
propose to go ahead and pension out of the public Treasury every
man’s widow, if he died poor in this country? If you do, I think
you will have on your handsa tremendous burden. I wanttosay,
while you talk about pity, we should pity the taxpayers of this
country a little as we are dispensing pity in this conntry. There
seems to be an inordinate greed on the part of members fo ron
their hands into the public Treasury. There seems to me to be a
general system of logrolling in this House, where men get together
and seeif they can not pass each other’s claims; and I say that the
time has come when we should call a halt in the extravagant psn-
sion appropriations, and stop long enongh to recollect that somne-
body has got to pay this money that youn are a.tﬁ)ropzintin g here
so lavishly. Wedo not stop long enongh to recollect that the tax-
payers as well as the tax consumers of this country deserve con-
sideration at the hands of the lawmakers of this great nation.

Mr. NEVILLE. I think the gentleman misunderstands the sit-
nation here. The husband of this widow, who is the applicant
here, enlisted at Schooleraft, Mich., and the son. Charles C. Jef-
fers, is the son of a soldier and of the widow who here applies.
The goldier himself is dead, and the son of this soldier is abso-
lutely dependent upon the mercy and generosity of the ]people of
the United States. I say that it is time that the people of this
country should be willing to grant every old soldier who bared
his breast to the bullets of the people who endeavored to deprive
the country of its stability and its Union a pension; and I hope
there will be no objection to gensioning any old soldier's widow,
whether she has a son dependent upon her or not, if she is de-

endent upon the cold charity of this country for her livelihood.
Eut when that de]aendence is doubled by the unfortunate circum-
stances which made the son of this soldier an invalid there onght
not to be a man who has a siark of Americap blood in his veins
that wonld for a moment seek to deprive the widow and the son,
through the widow, of the benefiis of a pension when the soldier
was as deserving as any other old soldier; and I hope there will
be no objection to this bill,

The bill was ordered to be laid aside with a favorable recom-
mendation.

MARY A, RUSSELL,

{ The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (8. 2375)
granting a pension to Mary A. Russell.
The Clerk read the bill, as follows:

Be it enacted, efc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby,
avthorized and directed to place on the pension roll, subject tothe provisions
and limitations of the pension laws, the name of Mary A. Russell, helpless
and dependent ﬂuu&hter of Herbert C. Russell, of Company C, Sixty-eighth
Regiment of Ohio Volunteer Infantry, and pay her a pension at the rate of
$12 per month.

Mr. TALBERT. T ask for the reading of the report.
The report (by Mr, SAMUEL W. SMITH) was read, as follows:
The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (8. 2375)

ting a pension to Mary A. Russell, have examined the same and adopt
g:nSemta report thereon, and recommend that the bill do pass,

[Senate Report No. 235, Fifty-sixth Congress, first session.]

The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the Lill (8. 2375) grant-
?iension to Mary A. Russell, have duly considered the same and submit

inga
the following report: .

Herbers C. Russell, the father of the claimant, was a soldier in Comynn
C, Bixty-eighth Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry, enrolled January 8 an

mustered into the service January 23, 1884, and was honorably discharged
June 10, 1865, and while in the service was sick in hospitals at Moand City,
111, and Camp Denison, Ohio, and died December 5. 1876, leaving two daugh-
ters, anhagad 5 years and 6 months, and _the claimant, Mary A., ngetgl 3
years and 6 months, and a widow, Cora, who died July 16, 1881.

The claimant applied for a pension in 189, which was rejected on the
ground that the records of the War Department did not show the incurrence
of the fatal disease of her father in the service. The evidence clearly shows
thut the claimant was from infuney a nervous, sickly child, who, at about
the age of 12 years, was afflicted witli neurasthenia, which has steadily grown
worse, and for the past seven years she has been entirely helpless and bed-
ridden, nnable to sit up, re(g't:liring constant attention, C ant is perma-
nently helpless and was left utterly dependent, and is so now. No one is
pensioned on account of her father. Her case is meritorious and excep-
tional, and your committee report back the bill with & recommendation for
its passage.

Mr. TALBERT. Now, Mr, Chairman, here is a report of the
committee, as in all the other reports, showing that a claim was
filed for a pension in 1898, which was rejected on the ground
that the records of the War Department did not show the incur-
rence of the fatal disease of her father in the service. I omly
want to bring this fact to the attention of the country and the
public, that in nearly every case here it is admitted that the
claimant does not really deserve a pension, and can not get it
under the law, and yet as au appeal court here we must take
them here and grant them a pension.

The bill was ordered to be laid aside with a favorable recom-
mendation.

ALLEN BUCENER.

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (8. 820)
granting an increase of pension to Allen Buckner.

The Clerk read the bill, as follows:

Be it enacted, ete,, That the SBecretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby,
anthorized and directed to place on the pension roll, subject to the provi-
sions and limitations of the pension laws. the name of Allen Bnckner, late
colonel Seventy-ninth Regiment Illinois Volunteer Infantry, and pay him a
pension at the rate of §50 per mouth in lieu of that he is now receiving.

Mr.tTALBERT. Mr. Chairman, I ask for the reading of the
report.

Mr. MIERS of Indiana. Will not the gentleman allow me to
make a statement?

Mr, TALBERT. Certainly. All I want is a statement of the
facts, so that we shall not be at work here blindfolded.

Mr. MIERS of Indiana. I will try and take the blindfold down.
This soldier had a service of three years and one month, He was
wounded and left on the battlefield, and laid over night without
attention. He was finally discharged and granted a pension at
first of 522,50, and finally 530; and at the last examination in 1892
the medical examination shows that for service origin he was en-
titled to $45, but there was no pensionable standing between $30
and £530, 8o he was turned down on thataccount. Now, the officer
in charge, the brigadier;feneral, says, ‘‘I do not remember ever
having seen a braver and morg gallant man than Mr, Buckner,
We could always find him if we sought the post of danger,” etc.

Mr. GAINES. How much is his pension now?

Mr. MIERS of Indiana. He is now peneioned at $30,

Mr. TALBERT. Now drawing $30 a month?

Mr. MIERS of Indiana. Yes, $i0. One eye out and the other
barely able to see, hobbling along for tlirty-odd years. blind,
wonnded, but entitled to a pension by service origin for $45, and
the committee thought it wounld give him $50.

Mr., TALBERT. What is his pecuniary condition?

Mr. MIERS of Indiana. Poor as a church mouse.

Mr. TALBERT. How poor is that? [Laughter.] The reason
I ask is that very statement was made here at the last Congress in
regard to the pension of General Palmer, who, it was afterwards
said, was worth $50,000 or §75,000. I wonld like to know how
poor a church mouse is. I have seen church mice tolerably fat.
| Launghter.

Mr, MIERS of Indiana. It is easy to take the time of the House
with such talk as this; but that is past and gone. Now let usgive
this old soldier what he deserves.,

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with a favor-
able recommendation.

FREDERICK HIGGINS,

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (3. 2209)
granting an increase of pension to Frederick Higgins.

The Clerk read the bill, as follows:

Be it enacted, ele., That the SBecretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby,
authorized and directed to place on the pension roll, subject to the provisions
and limitations of the pension laws, the name of Frederick Higgins, late of
Company G, Thirty-first Begiment Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry, and pay
him a pension at the rate of per month in lien of that he {s now ﬂ:colvr:g.

Mr. TALBERT. I ask for the reading of the report, Mr. Chair-
man,

Mr. MIERS of Indiana. If the gentleman will allow me, I will
make a statement in this case. Here is an old soldier three years
in service, old and poor. The examining surgeon states that the
claimant has a double scrotal hernia not retained by truss, tnmors
at least 7 inches in diameter, for which they rate $17 a month.
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He has other disabilities, and the committee thought this old sol-
dier onght to have $25.

Mr. TALBERT. Mr, Chairman, I want to put in the Recornp
another statement from the report. It appears from the report
that he made a claim under the general law of September 25, 1584,
alleging that at Bentonville, N. C., in March, 1865, while on a
retreat from the line of skirmishing, in attempting to jump a
ditch, he missed his footing and fell into the ditch, causing a rup-
ture of his side. He fell into a ditch and now he is here claiming
a pension.

r. MIERS of Indiana. I could say something that would
sound as well as that, but I will forbear and let it go.

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with a favor-
able recommendation.

DAVID HUNTER.

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (8. 645)
granting an increase of pension to David Hunter.

The Clerk read the bill, as follows:

Re it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby,
authorized and directed to place on the pension roll, subject to the provisions
and limitations of the mﬂz::n laws, the name of David Hunter, late first leu-
tenant and adjutant, Thirty-fifth Regimept Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry,
and Pq)‘ him a pension at the rate of per month in lieu of that be is now
receiving.

Mr. MIERS of Indiana. Here is a case of a soldier 58 yearsold.
He received an injury by a horse falling on him while in the serv-
ice.. He was discharged and came home, and the official exam-
ination shows that his physical condition was the result of this
uccident.

Official examinations were made of his E&hysical condition at various times,
with the following result: In February, 1867, his mind was reported weak;
his voice hesitating: in September, 1573, * hearing of left ear impaired and
sense of smell gone. The head is affected by heat of sun. He probably suf-
fered severs concussion of brain, from effects of which he hasnot fully recov-
ered.” In Seprember, 1875: “ The man's manner and conversation indicate
that his mental powers have been and are still impaired.” September. 1877:
*8till suffers from the consequences of concussion of the brain, brought on
by a fall from his horse; has lost the hearing of left ear and the senss of
smell; is subject to headache and dizziness after physical or mental excite-
ment.”” There is also sufficient evidence on file to prove that the claimant is
a sufferer from epileptic fits.

Mr, GAINES. Was he ever pensioned before?

Mr. MIERS of Indiana. Heis now pensioned at the rate of $17.
This is the Senate report. The bill passed the Senate in the Fifty-
fourth Congress. it was reported favorably in the Fifty-fifth Con-
gress. and it has passed the Senate in the Fifty-sixth Congress,
and they say that the old soldier onght to have $30 a month.

Mr. TALBERT. Why could not he get an increase at the Pen-
gion Bureau?

Mr. MIERS of Indiana. Because they say that Lis condition
shows only $17 Yensionable service origin, This great American
Congress is called upon to bring relief to an old soldier whose
body has been enfeebled, whose mind was weakened, whose eyes
are practically ont, and who can not perform any manual labor
whatever. They say that only $17 of it is attributable to his serv-
ice. If I had my way, I wounld give him $50 instead of $30. I
think the Senate bill is a fair one, and it ought to pass.

b]i[t‘é '_I;;?&LBERT. What do you think the taxpayers would say
about i >

Myr. MIERS of Indiana. Ifthereisa taxpayerin America who,
after seeing this old soldier and taking into consideration thefact
that in order to maintain the flag of the Union he gave not only
three years of his life but sacrificed his eyesight and his health
and even his mind—if there is a single taxpayer not willing to
pay his portion of the taxes to pay a pension in this case, then, in
the language of the chairman of the committee, I say, “God pity
that taxpayer!” [Applause. ]

Mr. PAYNE. How old is thjs man?

Mr. MTERS of Indiana, Fifty-seven.

Mr. TALBERT. Mr, Chairman, it seems to me that the tax-
payers know very well that these bills are for increasing the pen-
sions of those who are already drawing a sufficient amount of

ension to keep them ont of the poorhouse, which they ought to

ave. But these increases are asked for upon the top of these lib-
eral pensions that they are already drawing. Why do notf the
g;antlemun from Indiana [Mr, MiErs] and the gentleman from

ew Hampshire [Mr, SuLLowAY] bring in here claims for pen-
gions to old soldiers who have never had a cent of pension? \gﬁ'hy
are not such bills put ahead of these claims for increase of pen-
gion? It seemstome that if gentlemen want to prove their friend-
ship for the old soldier—gentlemen who talk about * pitying the
taxpayer "—I ask, why do you not give pensions to some of these
old soldiers who are unable or unwilling to swear to what is not
true, and who have no political ** pull?” Why not give pensions
to such men? Why not give them a little of that Government aid
of which they have had not a bit? Why not do this instead of
increasing the pensions of those who have enough to keep them
out of the poorhouse?

The question being taken, the bill was laid aside to be reported
favorably to the House.

ELENDER HERRING.

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (S. 1265)
granting a pension to Elender Herring.

The bill was read, as follows:

Be it enacted, ete., That the Secretary of the Interior be,and he is hereby,
anthorized and directed toplace on the pension roll, subject to thesmvisions
and limitations of the pension laws, the name of Elender Herring, dependent
mother of George W. Herring, late of Company I, Sixty-second Re nt
Illinois Volunteer Infantry, and pay hera pension at the rate of 12 per month.

Mr. MIERS of Indiana. If the gentleman from South Carolina
desires information about this case, I will make a statement of it.
This is the claim of a dependent mother. Shehad a marriage cer-
emony with the father of this soldier in 1837. It seems that there
is some question as to whether she had been properly divorced
from her former husband—her first husband. The Pension De-

artment holds that there is some question about the legality of
Eer marriage, But the marriage ceremony was performed be-
tween her and this man in 1837, and she lived with him in good
faith. The soldier in this case was the legitimate offspring of that
marriage. She is now 75 years of age. The Pension Bureaun did
not recognize her as having any pensionable standing, because, as
I have said, a question was raised as to the legality of her mar-
riage. That is all there is in this case,
Cries of ** Vote! " ** Vote! "]
r. TALBERT. Mr. Chairman, here is a case of an original
pension, as | nnderstand—not a claim for an increase, :

Mr. MIERS of Indiana. The gentleman said a moment ago,
‘Why do yon not bring in here bills for original pensions—not ap-
plications for increase. We now have before us such a case as the
gentleman asked for.

Mr. TALBERT. This is not an application for an increase of
pension?

Mr, MIERS of Indiana. No, sir.

Mr. TALBERT. There is some sense in that.

Mr. MIERS of Indiana. Thank you. .

Mr. TALBERT. For God's sake, let us take up some of these
applications for original pensions in preference to tae cases of
those who already have pension enough to get along with.

The question being taken, the bill was laid aside to be reported
favorably to the House.

JOHN B, RITZMAN,

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (8. 1194)
granting an increase of pension fo John B, Ritzman.
The bill was read, as follows:

Be it enncted, ete. That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby,
aunthorized and directed to place on the pension roll. subject to the provi-
sitoa: and lim}mﬁ}}}{lﬁ of the ]setnisiun I%w:la. ﬂtm nxé]m glfr Johnc{;. Rjt}z:.l:_tmn. late
o mpany F, Regiment Towa Volunteer Cavalry, an v him a pen-
sion at the rate of $16 per month in lieu of that he is now mce??i.ug.

Mr. TALBERT, I ask for the reading of the report.
The report (by Mr. HEDGE) was read, as follows:
[S8enate Report No. 207, Fifty-sixth Congress, first session.]

The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (8. 1104) grant-
ing a pension to John B. Ritzman, have examined the same and report:

A similar bill was introduced in the Benate in the Fifty-fifth Congress,
favorably reported, and passed the Senate.

The report was as follows:

“The War l?upartmunl: roecords show that claimant was enrolled in Com-
pany F, Fifth [owa Cavalry, on the 16th of September, 1861, and was mustered
out October 25, 1864,
in the service. "

“He filedan n? lication furl'pensmn Mfi’ 28,1883, on account of rheumatism
and results of salivation. On February 23, 1858, he alleged sunstroke. These
claims were ajudicated in October, 18580, and he was allowed £4 per month
from May 28, and $8 from May 4, 1887, for rheumatism and resalting dis-
ense of mouth following salivation, Bunstroke was rejected because of no
record and inability of claimant, after specidl examination, to furnish any
evidence showing incurrence in line of duty.

“November 3, 1880, he applied for increase and for resulting erysipelas.
This claim was allowed. and pension increased to 8§12 per month from June
18, 1890, for same disability. Applicaticn for increase for deafness and ery-
eipelas was rejected May 21, 1864, because of no increase of pensioned disabil-
ity. Erysipelas was rejected legally, because of no record and claimant's
apparent inability to connect the same with service. Deafness was rejected
by the medical referee because of no disability since filing.

“Efforts have been made by the claimant to have the claim for deafness
allowed, but withont success. An examination was made by a specialist
April 15, 1845, and npon the receipt of his report the medical re{ereo said:

*** Neither the evidence nor the certificates of examination filed since rejec-
go‘n o.f claim show the existence of a pensionable degree of disability there-

'Om.

‘r'hlli'nrch 19, 1800, another examination was made by a specialist, whoreports
as follows:

**The membrane tympanum normal, except in lower anterior =
where it is opaque and thickened. There is a amall, round depression in this
apaguoe 9face that looks like a hole into the middle ear, but I am nnable to poke
the smallest probe through the membrane, Ordinary voice sounds are dis-
tingnished at 6 feet, but not heard distinctly at 10 feet. The left ear is nor-
mal in every respect, and hears ordinary conversation readily at £0 feet.
‘l".he‘re is no diseass of the post nares or throat or enstachian tu of either

ear.
** The medical referee, in a slip dated September 28, 1807, says:

. "'*The evidence referred to in your slip of September 22, 1597, is not suffi-
cient to warrant the granting of another medical examination with a view to
re_o{izemiug the claim on nccount of deafness of right ear, for the reason that
said evidence can not be accepted as controverting the adverse report of ex-
perts who have examined this claimant.’

There is no record of treatinent for any disability while
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' The evidence filed by the claimant tends to show that he is about three-
fourthe deaf in right ear. This disability has been 1 {aesmbhshad in the
Pension Office, and it would seem that there is some bility from deafness,
but not enough to warrant an increase to §24, asgrovidod by the bill.

“Your co ttee recommend the passage of the bill.™
thYnur committee adopt the foregoing report and r d the

o bill,

Mr, TALBERT. Mr, Chairman, it appears from this report
that the increase asked for here was not granted at the Pension
Burean because the disability was not of service origin. Bearing
on that question I desire to send to the desk and have read an
editorial which appeared a few days ago in the Washington Post
in regard to the position of a Representative in this House upon
this question of special pensions.

Mr. MIERS of Indiana. Mr. Chairman, I dislike to see the
Recorp filled with matter which appears to be all on one side of
these cases. Let me say that I have in my desk more letters of
condemnation in regard to those who oppose these pension bills
than the gentleman possibly can have letters of commendation.
I prefer, however, not to fill the REcorDp with matter of that kind.
1 do not know but there may be in this case no other course open
to me than to *fight fire with fire.” I should very much dislike
to object to the reading of anything which any gentleman desires
to have read.

Mr. TALBERT. I have no objection whatever to the gentle-
man printing in the REcorp what he pleases; but I now ask for
the reading of the editorial in my own time.

Mr. MIERS of Indiana. I must object.

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. GrosvENOR), Does this relate to the
pending bill?

Mr. TALBERT. It relates to the general subject of pensions.

The CHAIRMAN., The Chair will hold, then, that it is not in
order, except by nnanimouns consent. [Ap ]ause.g

Mr. TALBERT. Then, Mr. Chairman, I take the floor in my
own right and demand my right to read this myself.

- The CHAIRMAN, Well, that would be another question, for
future deterntination,

Mr, TALBERT (continuing). I do not propose to be over-
ruled by any Chairman in the exercise of my right as a Representa-
tive on this floor. !

Mr. FORDNEY. If the gentleman chooses to read it I, will ob-
ject to its going into the RECORD.

Mr, TALBERT, I will read the article myself.

REPRESENTATIVE LOUD ON SEPECIAL PENSIONS.

Pn Fridaylast the House of Representatives passed 97 pension bills, special
aots—

The CHATIRMAN., The gentleman from South Carolina is not
in order.

Mr. TALBERT. Does the Chair decide that I am out of order?

The CHAIRMAN, The Chair does.

Mr. TALBERT. In reading this article?

f']S'hg CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides that the gentleman isout
of order,

Mr, TALBERT. Then I appeal from the decision of the Chair.

The CHAIRMAN. The question is, Shall the decision of the
Chair stand as the judgment of the committee?

The question was taken, and the Chair announced that the ayes
seemed to prevail.

Mr. T RT demanded a division. F

The committee divided; and there were—ayes 52, noes 8.

Before the announcement of the vote, :

Mr. TALBERT. I make the point that no quorum is present.

The CHAIRMAN., The gentleman had better wait until the
result of the vote has been announced. V

Mr. h'Jl.'ALBER’l‘. Oh, well, Mr, Chairman, T will be early
enongh.

ng result of the vote was then announced as above recorded.

Mr. TALBERT. I make the point of order that no quorum is
present. Now overrule that, will you? [Launghter.]

The CHAIRMAN (having counted the committee). One hun-
dred and sixteen members are fpresent; & quorum is grasent, the
ayes have it, and the decision of the Chair is sustained.

The question is on laying the bill aside with a favorable recom-
mendation.

There being no objection, the bill was laid aside to be reported
to the House with the recommendation that it do pass,

CASPER MILLER, JR.

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (8. 994)
granting an increase of pension to Casper Miller, jr.
The Clerk read the bill, as follows:

Be it enacted, efe., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby,
anthorized and directed to placé on the pension roll, subject tothe provisions
and limitations of the pension laws, the name of Cnx'IEar Miller, jr.. late first
liententant Company E, Eighty-second Regiment I’onnsylvania Volunteer
Infantry, and pay him a pension at the rate of §17 per month in lisu of that
he is now receiving.

Mr, TALBERT, I ask forthe reading of thereport in thatcase.

of

The report (by Mr. GASTON) was read, as follows:

Tht.? Gomn;lttaa onot?va‘nq Pe?:inns. to ;}:irfm ?a.u l:-:fem;lmt:the dh{{lh(a. 004)
granting an increase of pension to Casper er, jr., have examined the same
and adopt the Benate report tl yand r d that the bill do pass.

[Benate Report No. 224, Fifty-sixth Congress, first session.]

The Committes on Pens to whom was referred the hill (8. 894) grant-
ing an increase of pension to ¢ Miller, jr., have examined the same and

report:
x}'ohi.ﬂ bill proposes to inerease the gl!nsi(m of smr Miller, jr., late Grst
licutenant Company E, Eighty-second Pennsyl Volunteer Infantry,
from §12 to $17 per month.

T er, jr.. enlisted in Company F, Twenty-third Pennsylvania
Volunteer Infantry, August 2, 1561; recnlisted as a veteran volunteer m-
ber 26, 1863; was promoted to second lientenant August 27, 1964; promoted to
first heutemnt(,‘ommn{aﬁ‘}. Eighty-second Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry,
April 14, 1865, and was discharged July 13, 1805, o was wounded in head in
action at Cold Harbor, Va., June 2, mﬂ. Hospital records show him treated
in June, 1864, for wound of H&‘ﬂ]{k

He first made claim for pension under the general law December 81, 1585
alleging that while a sergeant he received gunshot wound right side of head
in action at Cold Haorbor, Va., June 1,186 On October 21,1885, he was al-
lowed a pension for this wonnd at the rate of &2 Jaer month. This pension
&miz Bé:&c.rmsed to §t per mounth October 9, 1889, and to $ per month August

On July 9, 1880, he flled a claim under the act of June 27, 15800, and on May
6, 1822, he was sllowed a pension under this law at the rate of §12 per month,
which is the pension he now receives.

Examining surgeons, May 8, 1801, report:

*Claimaunt 5l years of age, 5 feat9 incheshigh,and w
shot wound of head located over rbfht ocelpito-parieta
linear in shape, 1 inch by one-eighth
no loss of tissue or fracture of outer table; slizht {Jmmi.l'l(’llr'.ﬂ of skull at that
point, slight enlargement about size of pea; neuralgic pains radiate from seat
of injury: right peripheral nerve is doubtless injured, as considerable pain
is induced upon pressure npon the ecar; neuralgic ‘pa}ms all over posterior
and outer surface of right side of head; rate, §6; chronie granular pharyngi-
tis, with elongation of uvula, laryngitis with loss of voice; has not spoken,
exr:e'B:vm a loud whisper, for three years; rate, $6.

L o internal pilaal, oach the size of a bean, e orgﬂment of internal veins,
but no uleeration, prolapsus, or bleeding; rate, 8. Thickening of both sper-
matie cords, result of hydrocele, which operated npon two years ago on the
right side of scrotum, whole scrotal structures are enlarged, being now in the
absence of finid § inches in cirenmference, spermatic cords are three times
their normal size; rate, §. Hhenmatism, crepitation in both shoulders, both
knees, and hips, but no swelling, inflammation, ete.; lum’ well marked;
}-ubtg. 3. L. Claimmnt is one-half disqualified for the performance of mannal
abor."

Your committee believe that the neuralgic pains over the greater part of
Lis head {rom which this claimant suffers are due to the gunshot wound re-
ceived in battle, and this, with his other disabilities, entitle him to a higher
rate of pension than he now receives. is service was long and honorable,
and the passaga of the bill is recommended.

There being no objection, the bill was laid aside to be reported

to the House with the recommendation that it do pass.
BENJAMIN F. BOURNE,

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (8. 819)
granting an increase of pension to Benjamin F, Bourne.
The Clerk read the bill, as follows:

Be it enacted, ete., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby,
aunthorized and directed to place on the roll, subject to the provisions
and limitations of the pe n laws, the name of Benjamin F. Bonrne, late of
Company F, Twenty-seventh Regiment Indinna Volunteer Infantry, and pay
him a pension at the rate of % per month in lieu of that he is nowreceiving,

Mr. TALBERT. I ask for the reading of the report in that

case,
Mr, GRAFF. Would the gentleman from Sounth Carolina be
satisfied with a brief explanation? - z
Mr. TALBERT, Certainly; that would be entirely satisfactory

to me.

Mr, SIBLEY. Mr, Chairman, I ask that the reading be dis-
pensed with.

Mr. GRAFF. Ihaveasked consenttomakeashortexplanation
for the special benefit of the gentleman from South Carolina.

Mr. SIBLEY, Very well; I did not know that the gentleman
had taken the floor.

Mr. GRAFF. This soldier, Mr: Chairman, served over three
years in the war of the rebellion and was honorably discharged at
the end of the war. He is sioned under the act of June 27,
1890, at the rate of $12 per month, which means, practically, that
he is totally disabled for the performance of manual labor.

The bill seeks only to increase the pension to §20 per month. He
had a claim nnder the general law in the Burean, but it was re-
jected for the reason that partof the disability wasinenrred while
he was on detached service, and also while a prisoner of war at
Lynchburg, Va., and bence was not able to prove, technically, the
incurrence of the disease as the resalt of his Army service,

Mr. TALBERT. Has he any means for his support?

Mr, GRAFF. None whatever,

The CHAIRMAN. Withoutobjection the bill will be laid aside
to be reported to the House with a favorable recommendation.

There was no objection, and it was =o ordered.

RHODA A. FOSTER.

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (S. 239)
granting an increase of pension to Rhoda A. Foster.

The Clerk read the bill, as follows:

Be it enacled, efe., That the Secretary of the Interior bo, and he ishereby,
nuthorized and directed to place on the pension roll the name of Rhoda

hs 185 pounds; gun-
suture, cicatrix is
nch, not tendot, dragging. or adherent,
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Foster, widow of Albert H. Foster, late captain of C‘onrilny D, Twenty-fifth
Regiment Massachusetts Volunteer Int_ungry. and ipa:r er a pension at the
rate of 30 per month in lieu of that she is now receiving.

Mr. TALBERT,. I ask for the reading of the report.

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman asks for the reading of the
report. Is there objection to the reading of this report?

. SHATTUC. I object.

The CHAIRMAN. Objection is made.

Mr. TALBERT. I move that the report be read.

The question being taken on the motion of Mr, TALBERT, on a
division, demanded by Mr, TALBERT, there were—ayes 7, noes 45,

Mr, TALBERT. 1 make the point that there is no quorum

present,

The CHATRMAN. The Chairoverrnlesthe suggestion, because
there is a quorum present, within the knowledge of the Chair,

Mr. TALBERT. I appeal from the decision of the Chair.

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has just counted the House and
there are more than a hundred members present.

Mr, GRAFF. I submit that the gentleman’s point is dilatory.

Mr. TALBERT, I shounld like to know how the gentleman
knows whether it is dilatory or not.

The CHAIRMAN, The present occupant of the chair would
hold that a suggestion of no quornm could always be made, even
though it was intended, as in the present case, to be dilatory, buf
in the present case the Chair takes knowledge of the fact that
there is a quorum present and overrules the suggestion. The
question is npon the motion that this bill be laid aside to be re-
ported to the House with a favorable recommendation.

The bill was ordered to be laid aside to be reported to the House
with a favorable recommendation.

ANNIE B. GOODRICH.

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R.
1419) granting an increase of pension to Annie B. Goodrich,

The Clerk read the bill, as follows:

Be it enacted, ete., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby,
authorized and directed to place on the pension roll, subject to the provisions
and limitations of the pension laws, the name of Annie B. Goodrich, widow
of Amos B. Goodrich, Iate second licutenant of Company A, Twentieth Massa-
chusetts Volunteer Infantry, and pay her a pension at the rate of £15 per
month in lieu of that she is now receiving. .

Mr., TALBERT. Mr. Chairman,Imove thatthe report be read.
Mr. SIBLEY. Imove that the reading of the report be dis-

pensed with, [

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from South Carolina
make a motion that the report be read?

Mr, TALBERT. Yes.

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from South Carolina, as
the Chair understands it, can ask that this report be read in his
time, he having now taken the floor upon this bill; but if objec-
tion is made to the reading of the report, it is a question for the
Honse to say whether it shall be read or nof.

Mr. TALBERT, I understood the Chairman to put the motion
a while ago. :

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Sonth Carolina made
the motion himself, upon objection being made.

Mr. TALBERT. And the Chairman puf the motion. I submif
that the Chair is sometimes fair; but I want to say—

The CHAIRMAN, Does the gentleman from South Carolina
now move that the report be read? i

Mr. TALBERT, I do.

Mr, SIBLEY. Iobject.

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from South Carolina moves
that this report be read.

The question being taken, on a division (demanded by Mr, TAL-
BERT) there were—ayes 1, noes 50. .

Mr. TALBERT. I make the point again, Mr. Chairman, that
there is no quorum present.

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair overrules the point.

Mr. TALBERT. I appeal from the decision of the Chair.

The CHAIRMAN. a Chair is of the opinion that that is
made for the purpose of delay.

Mr. TALBERT. I desire to say a few words.

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from South Carolina.

Mr, TALBERT. I am surprised, indeed, at this very drastic
and arbitrary proceeding, revolutionary——

A MeMBER. Unconstitutional.

Ml;li TALBERT. The gentlemman down there says unconstitu-
tional.

Mr. NEVILLE., Will the gentleman yield for a question?

Mr. TALBERT. Why, certainly, always, my friend.

Mr. NEVILLE, Will youtell this House why you do not make
this point of no guornm when other business than pensions to the
old soldiers is being considered? &&pplauﬂa.]

My. TALBERT. I will say to the gentleman that I make my

own statements, and I state why I do a thing when it suits me,
and when it does not snit me I
gentleman that if he will sit down and be easy and let
grow, I will tell him why I do it,

o not do it; but let me say to the
hair

Mr, NEVILLE. Isit not true that at the same time you do
this you claim that you are in favor of pensions to the old soldiers?

Mr. TALBERT. To an honest, patriotic old fellow who fol-
lowed the flag from first to last, Iam, But I am absolutely op-
posed to giving pensions to bummers, deserters, and coffee coolers,
and all that sort of thing, and I am opposed to these infernal in-
creases to men and women that already have a competency,whilst
the old soldiers areleft out without original pensions. The gentle-
man asks me why I am here in opposition to pension legislation?
I will tell the gentleman why. 1t is because no other member out
of 356 will do it, and I believe it ought to be done; and beliavinig
that it onght to be done, and believing that I am right, is why 1,
singly and alone, have stood up here and had criticisms harsh and
extreme put upon my head for doing what I believe to be right.

Mr. MIERS of Indiana. MayI the gentleman a question?

Mr. TALBERT. Why, certainly.

My, MIERS of Indiana. Now, this bill is to increase the pen-
sion of an old woman who was only drawing $3. She is blind
and 75 years old, and i% only proposes to give her $15.’

Mr. TALBERT. I have no doubtabout that.

Mr, MIERS of Indiana. Let it pass.

Mr. TALBERT, I have no doubt that if she had half a dozen
eyes the gentleman would still want fo pension her. I am not
responsible for this delay. The House saw how the thing was
going on. They had a gentleman in the chair that would not un-

ertake to be arbitrary, and they hunted np the present occupant
of the chair and put him there to decide what he has decided,
[Hisses,] ~ I say that with all due respect to my friend, who looks
so much like Santa Claus that I like him, because he pleases the
children. [Laughter.]

I deny it most emphatically. Iam trying totreatthemall alike,
(God knows; but I am opposed to men who are rich, who are mil-
liongires, getting pensions. I am opposed to men in high office
drawing pensions. There are numbers of these men in your De-
partments, with salaries from $1,000 to $2,000 a year, drawing pen-
sions. I am opposed to members of Congress upon the floor of
this House drawing a pension and also a salary of $5,000 a year;
but I am not opposed to proper pensions to the old soldiers.

Mr, HILL. My, Chairman, I make a point of order. A few
days ago the Chairman, when the House was in Committee of the
‘Whole, made a ruling in the debate that a maftter could not be
read without the consent of the House.

Mr. TALBERT. I can read the reportin my time.

Mr. SIBLEY. Will the gentleman yield to me for a question?

Mr. TALBERT, Certainly.

Mr. SIBLEY. Now, I have no doubt about the gentleman's
sincerity—that he in his own mind believes he is defending the
interests of the taxpayers of this country. I give him credit for
sincerity, and I want to ask him to stop and think. Let him take
his pencil and a bit of paper and figure up. For this House to be
in session it costs something like $15,000 a day. Now, if the gen-
tleman will make alittlemathemathical calculation he will find——

Mr. HEPBURN. Will the gentlieman allow me right there?

Mr. SIBLEY. Certainly.

Mr, HEPBURN. Take the daysthatwe are in session one year
with another, and he will find that it costs the Treasury $37,000 a
day or §7,500 an hour in a day of five hours.

Mr.SIBLEY. Seventy-fivehundreddollarsanhounr, My friend
from South Carolina will admit that in the last few years he has
nsed months’ of the time of this House in opposing legislation the
cost of the time for which would have paid every pension bill that
has been before the House this session. [Great applause.]

Mr. TALBERT. I want to say to the gentleman that he is en-
tirely mistaken. I have prevented the passage of a hundred or
n;gre} than I have favored. [Derisive applause on the Republican
gide,

Ah, gentlemen, I have heard it thunder before. Ihave seen the
lightning flash, and there are not Republicans enough to scare this
boy. [Laughter.] ButI want tosay inreply to my friend yonder
that he gets out of one place and into another so often that I can
not follow him. [Laughter.] I want to say, geatlemen, that 1
stand by the faith of the fathers.

Now, Mr. Chairman, I desire to read the report, if the Clerk will
furnish me with it, in my own time.

Mr. TALBERT began reading the report,

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will say to the gentleman from
South Carolina that the Honse has voted that that report should
not be read.

Mr. TALBERT. I did not think, Mr. Chairman, there had been
any vote on this m&ort.

e CHAIRMAN (Mr, GrosVENOR), This was the report. I
hope the gentleman from South Carolina, nnless he hassome point
to make about the report, will allow the business to go on, 1f the
gentleman wishes to hear the rule, the Chair will read it:

It is equally an error to suppose that any meémber has a right, without a

uestion put, to lay a book or paper on the table and have it read on suggest-
g that ig?:ontu.ins matter h.g'?nging on the privileges of the House.
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Mr. TALBERT., Well, Mr, Chairman, we will have the next
bill read. iLanghter.é
The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with a favor-
able recommendation, C
FRANKLIN C. PLANTZ,

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (S. 2167)
granting an increase of pension to Franklin C. Plantz.

The Clerk read the bill, as follows:

Be it enacted, efe., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby,
authorized and directed to place on the pension roll, subject to the provisions
and lmitations of the pension laws, the name T lin O, Plantz, late

, Company C, ty-first iment New York Volunteer Infantry,
an iy him a pension at the rate of 216 per month in lieu of that he is now
Tecelving.

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the Honse with a fayor-
able recommendation.

ROBERT BLACEK.

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (3. 62)
granting an increase of ion to Robert Black,
The Clerk read the bill, as follows:

Be it enacted, ete., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he ishereby,
wthorized and directed to place on the pension roll, subject to the provisions
and limitations of the Igansion laws, 4he name of Robert Black, late a private
in Company C of the Eighth ment of New York Voluntesr Heavy Artil-
ler)r.l :{nd pay him a pension of £24 per month in lieu of the pension he is now
receiving.

Mr. TALBERT. Mr. Chairman,I ask that the report be read.

Mr. SIBLEY, I object, Mr. Chairman.

Mr. TALBERT, I desire to make a few remnarks on this bill.

The CHAIRMAN. The question before the committes is
whether or not the report shall be read. Does the gentleman
withdraw his request for the reading of the report?

Mr. TALBERT. No, Mr, Chairman; I submit that I shall be
compelled to read the report, or a portion of it, in discussing the
bill before the House. I hope this Honse has not arrived at that
understanding or at that point where they want to stifie free
speech, where they want to gag anybody, especially my distin-
guished, smooth-faced chameleon from Pennsylvania [laught,erf,
coquetting, with silver and gold, with the facile ease of an agile
acrobat. [Great laughter. |

The C MAN. The gentleman from South Carolina will
confine himself to the bill before the committee.

Mr. TALBERT, Confine himself to the subject in hand.

aughter.
[LThuECH_A]JBLLAN. The Chair accepts the amendment of the
gentleman from South Carolina.

Mr. TALBERT. *“ The Committee on Pensions, to whom was
referred this bill granting an increase of pensicn to Franklin .
Plantz. examined the same and reports.” That is what the report
says. Here yon are allowing another increase. Nearly every one
of these bills are for an increase from the original pension. I
make the point against this bill that the claimant is in comforta-
ble circnmstances, doing very well, with a pension sufficient to
live, while numbers of other old soldiers have not received a single
cent. The report further says:

A bill identical in form was introduced in the Senate during the Fifty-
fourth Congress, passed the Senate, and wasreported favorably to the House.

Mr. Chairman, youn know that anything can pass the Senate if
it has a special appropriation. -

Mr. M&“RS of Indiana. Mr. Chairman, a point of order. Itis
bad enough toread thereport of every bill that comes up, without
undertaking to read the report of a bill that has already been laid
aside. 1

The CHATRMAN. The Chair will call the attention of the gen-
tleman from South Carolina to the fact that he is reading the
report of a bill that has already been laid aside to be reported to
the House with a favorable recommendation,

Mr. TALBERT. I am like the old nigger preacher when he
was preaching on Jonah and the whale, said he knew there had
been swallowing done somewhere.

Mr. NORTON of Ohio. Will the gentleman yield to me?

Mr. TALBERT. Yes; for a question.

Mr. NORTON of Ohio, I will wait until the gentleman has
finished.

Mr. TALBERT. This report says this bill proposes to grant
an increase of pension to Robert Black, late a private in Company
C, in the Eighth Regiment New York Volunteer Heavy Artil-
lery, from $17 a month to $24 a month. So here it is again, giving
an increase to a man who has enough and has all that he is allowed
by the liberal pension laws of this great Government, leaving out
other deserving old soldiers. Now, Mr. Chairman, I will say no
more on this bill.

Mr. NORTON of Ohio. Mr, Chairman—— [Cries of “ Vote!”
““Vote!"] If it is necessary, 1 shall raise a guestion of personal
privilege before a vote shall be taken. I ask the right to address
the House in reply to some remarks made by the gentleman from
South Carolina [Mr. TALBERT] so unjust that no member of this
committee ought to sit silent any longer. Mr. Chairman, while I

may be prejudiced in favor of the men that defended the flag, in
the years I have been in this House the longest hours have been
given to the careful, honest, faithful consideration of these pen-
sion measunres.

Now, I know that the gentleman from South Carolina [Mr.
TALBERT] i8 a kind-hear man, know he is contentious, and,
when he meets contention, becomes angry and unreasonabls; but
he has no right to charge upon this floor as against this commit- -
tee—I will not speak of myself, but for every other member of
the committee, who is just as honest and just as honorable as he
is—that we are acting in a manner false to facts, false to right,
justice, and honor.

Mr. TALBERT. TIhope the gentleman does not think that I
charged any dishonesty to the committee.

Mr. NORTON of Ohio. You must charge dishonesty when you
say that we are pensioning millionaires and unworthy, dishonest,

and perjured a g]jcants.

Mr. TALBEE . I1didnotsayanysuch thing, Ididnotcharge
that upon the committee.

Mr. NORTON of Ohio. The gentleman’s statement is certainly
in the RECORD that we are “*adding to the pensions of those who
have already enough and more and who are living in ease and lux-
ury.” I deny it, and I hurl that back. I say to you that no pen-
sion ever reportedon this floor by the committee to which I belong—
not one—but what has had the most careful consideration by a
committee at least as honest and conscientious as any other com-
mittee in this House; and I say to the gentleman if it is your de-
sire and ambition to continue to fight the idea of pensions you
ought to see that it must be futilenow. You ought to know that
on your side and in every State of this great country there is not
a voice raised against the men who fought against you except
your own,

In the name of God and humanity, what pride can a man have

in feeling within himself that he is supreme over all the members
of this House, Democrats and Republicans alike? [Applause.]
Will it bring you a higher glory, a higher fame? ill it add to

your honor? Will it make your own people love yom better to
stand here hour by hour and fritter away the time of the House
and the time of the people asserting your judgment in opposition
to that of every other man on this floor and holding that yours is
supreme over all?

1 beg you, in the spirit of kindness—in that spirit of love that I
have learned to have for you—to desist. When you can come on
this floor and assert in honor and in integrity of purpose that a
particular claim is an unjust claim, and when you can prove your
assertion, I will stand by you and vote against it. [Applause.]
Bunt the mere cry ‘*Read the report,” the mere cry **I raise a
point of order,” the mere cry * There is no quornm” does not

rove sincerity, but only an absolute determination to delay do-
ing justice to the men who in their old age are going do to
their graves in penmiy.

I would be glad if I could arouse you to a higher patriotism, to
take care of the men of your own State who were at Appomattox
and Stone River and Gettysburg, and I would say that you would
be cowardly if on this floor you did not take care of them when
you had the opportunity., But when you come here and under-
take to deny that right to these men, charging perjury and frand,
we on our side have something to complain of. The soldier has
something to complain of against you and me. We have made it
hard enough, God knows, for the soldier and his widow and his
orphans tosecure justice. The Pension Department and Congress
itself have raised barriers enough against my old comrades with-
out having the aid of South Carolina to, by its unreasoning Rep-
resentative on this floor, assassinate justice, kill patriotism, and
deny equity to the men who saved the nation. It is not necessary
longer to keep up this unseemly and absolute senseless perform-
ance in this House, I offer you my hand in kindness. I say
nothing detrimental to your honesty; but I beg of you to use your
judgment and your reason, to stand forth as a man and earn the
approbation of all men on this floor by doing justice and legis-

lating along the lines of common decency and common sense.
[Lou applause.,}:
Mr. TALBERT. Mr, Chairman,I will say,in reply to what the

gentleman from Ohio [Mr. NorTo~N| has said, that so far as con-
cerns charging the committee with dishonesty or anything of that
sort, nothing was further from my thought. I stated that the
commitiee had been honest and that when they brought in a re-
Eort here it showed that the claimant had been to the Pension
urean and that his application had been denied. !

I want to say to the gentleman that when he twits me with
being the only man on this floor who is opposed to frandulent
pensicns, I accept the distinetion; I feel that I am honored if I
am the only man on the Democratic or the Republican side who
has the manhood to rise up here and vote against fraudulent pen-
sions. When the gentleman says that I have undertaken to stop
the pension of a single deserving old soldier, he misstates the fact.

I appeal to every gentleman on this side and on the other side;
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they will bear me out in the statement that since I have been a
member of this House I have never voted gsﬁmt a pension when
I thought that the soldier honestly deserved it. I want to say to
the gentleman that I expect to persist in this course, and the
Democratic party can do as it pleases. For one I do not wish to
go to the public Treasury to get money to electioneer with by

etting money out of pensioners who have received pensions that
they do not deserve. ¢

I believe that the pension laws of this nation are sufficientl
liberal to give every old soldier who deserves it a pension; but
do say that yon are rushing through here in this House numbers
of claims that are nnjust, that have no merit in them, and that
the Grand Army posts themselves are passing resolutions against
this wholesale passage of pension bills. i

Mr. NEVILLE, May 1 ask'the gentleman a question?

Mr, TALBERT. Certainly.

Mr. NEVILLE. If youn say as a matter of fact that we are
rushing throngh a great many pensions which are unjust and
frandulent, how counld you, a few moments ago, say that yon
were not making a charge of dishonesty against the members of
the Pension Cominitteey

Mr. TALBERT, ' I will answer the ﬁgntlaman with pleasure
b?' gaying this: The Committee on Invalid Pensions is composed
of gentlemen of high patriotism.

That is exactly the case, Mr. Chairman; but we know that they
are human beings after all, and members on this side of the House
and members on that go to them and appeal to them and ask
them to help this poor old man or poor old woman in order
to get their pensions, or get an increase of pension, when they
know, and must- know, that these people are not entitled to the

msion, and ought not to have it, and yet in the goodness of their

earts, with the desire to help those who are r and impover-
ished, they go before the committee and appeal, and therefore get
the bills through that onght not to pass, as they themselves must
admit, if they will examine the records in the case, That is all
Imeant tosay. Inever havemadeany assaulton that committee,
I have made no charge against them on the score of di&honeﬂtz;
but, as I say, they are simply human beings and subject to the
appeals of their fellow-members, and, like all other men, are liable
to error.

Mr. GASTON. Will the gentleman allow an interruption just

there?
Mr. TALBERT. Certainly.
Mr, GASTON. Asa member of the Committee on Invalid Pen-

gions, I wigh to say that the statement of the gentleman that
appeals are made to members on that committee by the members
on this floor is not tree. We do not meet with members at all in
that way., The gentleman is mistaken almﬁther in assuming
that the committee hears the appeals of members for the passage
of this, that, or the other bill.

MrhTALBERT. Well, I did not yield to the gentleman for a
speech.
pﬁr. GASTON. That is all I desired to say. Simply that the
gentleman is in error as fo his statement. =

Mr. TALBERT (continning). But, Mr. Chairman, when a
gentleman rises on this floor and undertakes to lecture me for my
course here, I want to say to him, sir, that I have adopted my
position with reference to this matter after mature deliberation
and careful consideration. I want him to understand that my
position here has been taken after that consideration and delibera-
tion and study, and that I stand by every word that I have ever
said and every position that I have ever taken since I have been
gh t'nemiier of this body with reference to pension legislation or any-

ing else.

And I will say to the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. NOBTON}, who
undertook to lecture me, that I fee! as friendly to all the old sol-
diers as the gentleman does, or any other member on this floor,
and wonld be Sjust as ready to raise my voice or my arm in behalf
of any old soldier, whether he wore the blue or the gray, as the
* gentleman himself wounld be. But all of this criticism that has
been showered down upon my head becanse I dared tostand here
and oppose what I regard fo be an injustice to the taxpayers of
this country has no effect npon me and can not induce me to
change my position.

Mr. NORTON of Ohio. Willthe gentleman yield toa question?

Mr, TALBERT (continning). And I hope the Chair willallow
me to have read the protest of the vetsrans as bearing upon this
very question, which I send to the desk.

Mr. LAMB. Will the gentleman allow me to agk him aquestion?

Mr. TALBERT. Yes, sir.

Mr. LAMB. I want to know what good yon hope to accom-
plish by all of this delay in the business of the House?

Mr. TALBERT. Oh, well, Mr. Chairman, I have no little petty
claims to beg anybody for, or to ask any assistance to secure their
passage., You aresitting there.and this man is sitting here, with
these little petty claims that you are anxious to get through, and
you will vote for almost anything in order to get that little,

infernal claim of your own through. [Laughter.] I am citing
what Iregard to be the justice and the merits of the position itself,
and not because I have any favors to ask of anybody. This whole
thing looks like a mere matter of ‘“log rolling,” each member
voting to help the other, and all of them ready to use the taxing
power of the Government in order to put pension claims throng

Congress, many of which, as I have said, I do not believe to be
?JE_I{_itoriom or have any warrantinlaw. Iam absolutely opposed

0 1%,

Mr. LAMB, Iwant to ask my friend from South Carolina an-
other gquestion. Do you-mean that you have no * petiy claims”
here younrself, and that therefore you have no sympathy for your
fellow-colleagues who have such claims?

Mr. TALBERT. If thag are true and honest I should favor
their payment. Iam not dealing in war claims myself, When I
went into the Confederate army with my people we went in with
the understanding that we would take the consequences, whatever
they might be, and I am not here as a beggar for anything at the
hands of the Government. I do not intend to do this now or in
the future. Other gentlemen may come to beg and ask favors at
the hands of the Government. I will not. I shall op these
measures whenever they come before the Honse and whenever I
have an opportunity of presenting my opposition to them, unless
I believe them to be absolutely just and founded in right.

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. Carrox). Does the gentleman from
Viﬂ;i.nia desire to be recognized?

r. LAMB. Yes; in my own time.

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Virginia is recognized.

Mr, LAMB. .I want to say to my friend from Sonth Carolina
that there are numbers of us in Virginia and the border States who
have meritorious claims that ought to be considered by this House;
and if the gentleman had not made this dilatory move here and
prevented us from having these pension claimsconsidered at night
sessions, we should have had two more Fridays in each month
for the consideration of those claims. I want to say to my friend
that I have been before the Committee on Invalid Pensions and the
Committee on Pensions, and I know that they have scrutinized and
eriticised every bill that has Dbeen before them.

Ihave inmy own district numbers of Federal soldiers whomoved

down there, who are now old and dependent; numbers of soldiersof
the Mexican war, and of the Indian wars, for whom I have been
unable to get any recommendation from these committees, so
particular have they been in this matter, and I want to exonerate
this committee, so far as I am concerned, and I want to say now
to my friend from South Carolina that I beg him to cease this
work here which he is doing and let us carry on business in the
proper way.
r. TALBERT. I shonld like to ask the gentleman if his hav-
ing these private claims here does not prevent him from voting
against what he considers to be unjust claims for fear members
who are interested in them will fight his own claims? !

Mr, LAMB., No, sir; mf claims stand on their merits, and I
challenge investigation. I was a Confederate soldier, as well as
my friend, and am ready to vote for meritorious claims that are
reported to this House.

ir. TALBERT. That is what is the matter. If I have any
claim here, I will present it on its merits, and I will not beg to
have any little infernal thing paid back that we lost in the war.
‘We staked everything and lost it, and we submit to it and do not
whine about it,

Mr. SIBLEY. Mr. Chairman, a parliamentary inquiry. How
many times is the gentleman entitled to recognition upon one bill?

The CHAIRMAN., Once. If therebenoobjection,the bill will
be laid aside to be reported to the House with a favorable recom-
mendation.

The bill was ordered to be laid aside to be reported to the House
with a fayvorable recommendation.

PATRICK LAYHEE,

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (8. 241)
granting a pension to Patrick Layhee.

The Clerk read the bill, as follows:

Be it enacted, ete., That the Secret f the Interior be,
authorized and directed to place on tl;l;'{;aonsiog rgll. gflfjectﬁ%ﬁ!: ;’;-tl:‘:fsleggé
and limitations of the pension laws, the name of Patrick Layhee, invalid and
dependent son of Willinm Layhee, late of Company G, First i'iegimnnt Massa-
chusetts Volunteer Heavy Artillery, and pay a pension at the rate of 12
per month.

The bill was ordered to be laid aside to be reported to the Hounse
with a favorable recommendation.

ELLEN C. ABBOTT,

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (S, 1331)
granting an increase of pension to Ellen C. Abbott,
The Clerk read the bill, as follows:

fte it enacted, ete., That the Secretary of the Interior be. and he hereby is,
aunthorized and directed to place on the pension roll, subject to the limita-
tions and provisions of the pension laws, the name of Ellen (. Abbott, widow
of Juseph C. Abbott, late colone] of the Seventh Regiment New Hampshira
Volunteer Infantry, and brevet brigadier-general, Ugnir.ed States Volunteers,
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and her a pension at the rate of r month in lien of that she is now
rece}.’:jfzg. ¥ o8 980 pe

The bill was ordered to be laid aside to be reported to the House
with a favorable recommendation.

WILLIAM ¥, BOYAKIN,

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R.
8830) granting an increase of pension to William F, Boyakin.

The Clerk read the bill, as follows:

Be it enacted, ele., That the Seeretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby,
authorized and directed to place on the pension roll, subject to the provisions
snd limitations of thet‘gensmn lnws, the name pf William F. Boyakin, late
chaplain of the Thirtieth Regiment of Illinois Volunteer Infantry, and H)ay
him a pension at the rate of §72 per month in lien of that he is now receiving.

The following amendments recommended by the Committee on
Invalid Pensions were read:

In line 7 strike out tho word * of " before the word “ Illinois."

In line § strike out the words ** seventy-two ' and insert in lien thereof the
word * forty.™

The committee amendments were agreed to.

The bill as amended was ordered to be laid aside to be reported
to the House with a favorable recommendation.

CORNELIA DE PEYSTER BLACK,

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (S, 200)
granting an increase of pension to Cornelia De Peyster Black.
The Clerk read the bill, as follows:

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby,
anthorized and directed to place on the pension roll, subject to the provisions
and limitations of the pension laws, the name of Cornelia De Peyster Black,
widow of Henry M. late colonel, United States Army, and pay her a
pension at the rate of §50 per month in lien of that she is ngw receiving.

The bill was ordered to be laid aside to be reported to the House
with a favorable recommendation.

JOSEPHINE 1. OFFLEY,

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (S, 208)
granting an increase of ion to Josephine I, Offley,

The Clerk read the bill, as follows:

Be it enacted, efc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby,
anthorized and directed to place on the pension roll, subject to the provisions
and limitations of the pension laws, the name of Josephine 1. Offley, widow
of Robert H. Offley, late colonel of the Tenth United States Inﬁmtrgand pay
heir ?n pension at the rate of §50 per month in lieu of that which she is now re-
ceiving.

The bill was ordered to be laid aside to be reported to the House
with a favorable recommendation.

OLIVER J. LYON. »

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (S. 1720)

ting an increase of pension to Oliver J, Lyon.

The Clerk read the bill, as follows:

Be it enacted, etc,, That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby,
authorized and directed to place on the pension roll, smbj'ecb to the provisions
and limitations of the ?f: n laws, the name of Oliver J. Liyon, late of Com-

K, Twenty-fifth ment Towa Volunteer Infantry, also of Company
afnirorty-ﬂtth ment fowa Volunteer Infantry, and pay him a pension at
the rate of §30 per month in lieu of that he is now receiving.

Mr. TALBERT, I ask that the report in that case be read.

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will read the report.

The Clerk began the reading of the report.

Mr. SIBLEY, I move that the further reading of the report be
dispensed with, v g

CHAIRMAN, If there is no objection, the further read-
ing of the report will be dispensed with,

The bill was ordered to be laid aside to be reported to the House
with a favorable recommendation.

HENRIETTA CUMMINS,

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (8. 531)
granting a pension to Henrietta Cummins,

The Clerk read the bill, as follows:

Be it enacled. etc., That the Becretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby,
anthorized and directed to place on the pension roll, subject to the provi-
gions and limitations of the pension laws, the name of Henrletta Cuommins,
widow of Vincent Cummins, Iate captain of Company H, Seventy-second
Regimenttﬁ. Enrolled Missonri Militia, and pay her a pension at the rate of §20
per mon’

Mr. TALBERT, I ask for the reading of the report.

The CHAIRMAN, If there be no objection the report will be
read.

Mr, FITZGERALD of Massachusetts. I object. .

The CHAIRMAN, If there be no objection, the bill will be
laid aside with a favorable recommendation,

Mr. LOUD. Mr. Chairman, I object. 1 will ask that some
member of the committee give some explanation of this bill.

The CHAIRMAN. The chairman of the committee is called
upon for an explanation of the bill now pending.

Mr. SHATTUC. Mr, Chairman, may I ask the gentleman from
'California a question? ; ;

Tho CHATRMAN. Does the gentleman from California yield
to the gentleman from Ohio?

Mr, LOUD. Certainly.

Mr. SHATTUC. Did you observe that as soon as you took the
floor Mr, TALBERT went out? |Langhter.]

Mr. TALBERT. The gentleman has not gone ont. Why, I
thought the gentleman had eyes. He had eyes and saw not; he
had nose, but could not smell. [Laughter.]

Mr, LOUD. I have no doubt but what the gentleman fairly
represents his constituency, and shows his ability when he asks a
question of that character. []La,ughter.] It is a langhing matter
with him. I will state, gentlemen, why I asked for an explana-
tion of the bill. The Missouri Enrolled Militia, as I understand,
are not entitled to a pension under existing law.

Mr, SULLOWAY. Exactly so.

Mr. LOUD.  There are many thousands of them, and I want to
ask why yon make an exception in this case?

Mr. SULLOWAY, Thisis a Senate bill, and the report states
the question thoronghly. This is an old lady 70 years of age,
She married the soldier in 1845, and was his wife during the war,
She is extremely poor. Hediedin the service. The Senate passed
this bill giving her 320, the rate that her husband would bave been
entitled to if mustered. It is a fact that he was not mustered, but
he did serve.

Mr. MIERS of Indiana. From this report——

Mr. CALDERHEAD. If the gentleman will permit me.

Mr. MIERS of Indiana. I yield the floor to the genfleman.

Mr. CALDERHEAD. I want to add to what the chairman of
the committee has just said.

The CHATRMAN. Does the gentleman from Califcrnia yield?

Mr, LOUD. Certainly I yield.

Mr. CALDERHEAD. This manserved two hundred and forty-
seven days. He was paid for it by the State, and the State was
afferwards reimbursed by the United States. He performed the
same kind of service, the same kind of duty, that an officer would
have performed who was in the volunteer service. That is the
whole of it, 1f there had been a time when the organization had
been under the command of a United States officer so that that
fact wonld have appeared of record, then the mniform rule of the
Department is to admit that they were within the general law and
entitled to the benefits of the general pension laws.

Here was an organization under the command of General Hol-
land, in the center of the State, in the very theater of war, under
two different enlistments, one of one hundred and eighty days and
the other of forty-seven days. If a general officer of the United
States Army had issned orders to the organization as a whole, or
they had been paid directly by the United States instead of indi-
rectly, they would have been eligible under the general law, His.
widow, who was his wife then,1s now 70 years old, blind, and
poor, and is just as much entitled to recognition as the widow of
any other soldier who served. That is apparent from the reading
of the Senate report. The testimony which was beforethe Senate
was not exhibited to our committee, and seldom is, unless there
is some occasion for calling for it. 1f the Senate report which is
exhibited to onr committee sets out facts which wonld entitle the
claimant to relief at the hands of our committee, we accept the
Senatereport. Inthiscase wehaveaccepted theSenatereport, and
thereisnochallengeexceptthegeneral ch.allenge made by the distin-
guished gentleman from California and the distingnished gentle-
man from Sonth Carolina that these are cases, are all cases, in
which the claimants are not entitled to pensions——

Mr, LOUD. I wonld not go into that field.

Mr, CALDERHEAD. Do not come under the general law.

Mr. LOUD. Isuggest to the gentleman that he do not go into
that field, because I do nof care to enter it myself, unless it is
forced upon me at the present time,

Mr. CALDERHEAD. I do not care to force it upon the gentle-
man af the present time, or care to force itupon him at all; and I
yield the floor to the gentleman, thanking him for the time he has
given mae.

- My. LOUD. I assumed, Mr, Chairman, that I had the right to
respectfully address the House. Now, what I want to call atten-
tion to is that there are several thousand persons now living— -

Mr. ROBINSON of Indiana. I insist upon order, Mr. Chair-
man,

The CHAIRMAN. The committee will be in order. :

Mr. LOUD (continuing). Who were members of the Missourl
Enrolled Militia; and while I believe that Congress has in the past
gone to the extreme limit of generosity in according pensions, it
never has yet considered it wise to extend the pension laws to
those regiments and companies which performed at best a mere
nominal service.

It does not appear in the report that this man who rendered the
service ever received a pension: The country never saw fit to re-
ward him for all his services to the old flag, Neither have they
ever by general law taken in the many thousand others who ren-
dered probably as meritorious service as this man did, Yet youn
take up a sympathetic case; the woman he saysis blind, Unfor-
tunately there are many blind people in the world, Unfortunately
there are many people in the world that are poor; but I say that
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any member of Congress transgresses his oath when by his vote
and action he puts his hand into the public Treasury to compensate
a person because he is blind and because he is old.

Oh, you can laugh to scorn my friend from South Carolina. I
had about made up my mind to not enter this field again, because
it can only break by the weight of its own wickedness; and if yon
are permitted to pass sixty or eighty cases per hour, then that
fact alone will so arouse the santiment of the people of this conntry
that I believe you ultimately may be brought to a realizing sense
of the shameful acts of Congress in rushing pension cases through
here as no other class of legislation ever was attempted. Why,
if a case comes up here to pay for a mule that was stolen or lost
duaring the late war, the re;])ort must be read and discussed for an
hour. Yet youattempt to laugh to scorn a man who asks for the
reading, or the partial reading, of a regort upon a case where you
must admit that you have gone beyond the point of reason.

ow, let us assume that this woman was entitled to a pension
under the law. She would get 83 a month, Mr. Chairman; but,
from the fact that her husband had no pensionable status, you
give her $20 a month. My attention was drawn to a case that
came up this afternoon, which provoked some discussion, where
you gave a widow whose husband had been absent twenty years,
whose death was presnmptive, $8 a month. And yet, if she had
been a remarried widow, you would have given her $12 a month.

If she had broken the laws of the land, {lou wonld have given her | ®

$12. Where in any court of justice in the land this woman conld
have claimed her right, then you give her what the law permits
her to have, and tlemen rise here and refute the charge the
ntleman from South Carolina made that the committee is dis-
onest. No; what he says is true; you are all human, you are all
liable to err, the same as other people.

1 say to you that your course in reporting cases is not consist-
ent; it can not be successfully claimed as consistent; and later on
you will reach that point where you will be confronted with a
condition that will be more serious to you and to the country
than any that has yet confronted us, when the widow of every
officer that was killed in the late unpleasantness will be knocking
at our doors for a pension. You can not reconcile them with
consistency, as yon will no doubt attempt. If yon want to be fair
to yourselves and honest to the country, do not take Mrs. A here
and Mrs, B there, and Mrs. C in another place, because she ha;

ens to have a Representative upon the floor of this House whois
interested in her to give her a pension of 85, 810, or $50 a month
more than the law gives her, for you will find another who is too
modest to come here and beg at your doors. Then you will be con-
fronted with a serious problem.

Now, then, coming back to this case. If you think this widow
ought fo have a pension, her husband never having had a pen-
sionable status, have the manhood and courage to add a few thou-
sand more to the pension rolls and take in all the Missouri En-
rolled Militia.

Mr. MIERS of Indiana. Mr. Chairman, in response to what the
gentleman has said in reference to the consistency of the commit-
tee, I want to say a word. He says that we propose to ﬁns.ion
this woman because she is 70 years old and nearly blind. o. If
the gentleman will go to the records, he will find that this woman
was the wife of a captain of the militia over in Missonri, just on
the line wherethe war raged one way and the cther. Her husband
gerved two hundred and forty-seven days. The State of Missouri
paid the captain as well as the members of the company for the
two hundred and forty-seven days’ service.

Not only is that true, but the Federal Government reimbursed
the State of Missouri and paid it back. Here is this old mother,
70 years old, who gave her husband 247 days for the nation’s serv-
ices. Missouri has paid it, the Government has paid it; but Le-
cause the Government did not pay it first, pay for his services
originally, the Pension Department under the law isnot permitted
to t either the old soldier or the widow a pension. Then
where shall she f‘goi‘ She must come here.

1 grant you that the law is not what it onght to be. I grant
you there ought to be a law passed o put that class of widows on
the eligible pension list. But Congress has not done it; and if
you apply the rule of the gentleman who says that if some mule
has been stolen you have got to file your claim, and after filing
it have got to wait until it is reported, and then wait day after
day for action on the report—if that is to be the rule in this case,
what is to become of thia old widow, 70 years of age, now on the
road to the poorhouse?

Mr. Chairman, there may be some questionabout some of these
bills; but when the case is one where the claimant has no ion-
able standing we have no right to say anght against the Pension
Department. This lady is the widow, and during the war was
the wife, of a captain; and I submit she is entitled to the §15a
month which the Senate bill gives her,

Mr, LOUD. Does the gentleman assume or does the testimony
in thecase tend to show that this captain died as the result of
disability incurred in the service?

Mr. MIERS of Indiana. It does not.

Mr.h LOUD., Tnen would she be entitled to more than $8 a
month?

Myr. MIERS of Indiana. She wonuld be entitled to $12 a month,
under the pension law, at the Bureau——

Mr. LOUD. I hardly agree with the gentleman. .

Mr, MIERS of Indiana. Here is the case of a widow 70 yearsof
age. I grant that the commitfee on the floor of the House has
not been as liberal as the Senate committee, but when the Senate
committee has reported in favor of giving her $15 a month, rather
than take the chances, rather than have her put in the catalogue
where the gentleman from California wonld puf her, rather than
weigh this widow's pains and aches alongside those of some old,
crippled mule, we decided that we wonld recommend the passage
of the bill as it came from the Senate. I trust there is patriotism
enough, jnstice enough—yes, money enough in the Treasury—to
enable us to rise to the demands of this occasion and put this bill
throngh just as it came from the committee, ;

There being no objection, the bill was laid aside to be reported
favorably to the House.

AMOS H, GOODNOW,

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (S. 1721)

granting an increase of pension to Amos H. Goodnow.

* The bill was read, as follows:

Re it enacted, ete., That the Secretary of the Interior be,and he is hereby,
authorized and directed to place on the pension roll, subject to the provisions
and limitations ol the pension laws, the name of Amos H. Goodnow, late of
Company . Thirtieth IE«a;zhmmt. Towa Volunteor Infantry, and pay him a
pension at the rate of $40 per month in lien of that he is now receiviug.

Mr. TALBERT, I ask that the report be read.

The CHAIRMAN, If there be no objection, the report will be
read. 1

The Clerk proceeded fo read the following report:

The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (8.1721)
granting an increass of pension to Amos H. Goodnow, have examined the
same and adopt the Senate report thereon and recommend that the bill do
pass.

[Benate Report No. 260, Fifty-sixth Congress, first session.]

The Committes on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (8. 1721) grant-
ing n;:tinm'aase of pansion to Amnos H. Goodnow, have examined the same and
re ¢

p)fsimﬂar bill was introduced in the Senate during the Fifty-fifth Congress,
mpormd favorably, and passed the Senate.

Tho report was as follows:

* The recordsof the War Department show that this soldier was mustersd
intoservice as a private in Company C, Thirtieth Iowa Infantry, and that he
wus wonnded in battle. Certificate of disability for discharge, May 24, 1885,
reports: * Wonnded in action at battle of Resaca, Ga., resalting in amputa-
tlon of leg." The surgeon reports: ‘Loss of right leg by amputation at mid-
f!gl;e tlhflr'd fr{\u?mmnhot wound received at battle of Resaca, Ga., May 13, 1864,

sability, 3

“ He was pensioned at §8 per month from May 24, 1865; increased to§l5from
.;I;mc , ]fﬁii;};;o $18 from June 4, 1872; to §2¢ from March 3, 1833, and to $30 from

uguas 4, i »

*August 30, 1380, he applied for increase. The medical referee refused to
order an examination, on the ground that the evidence showed that soldier
could and did wear an artificial imb, An ex tion was considered un-
necessary, as it would not alter the status of the casa.

“ After rejection of this elaim an appeal was taken to the Secretary of the
Interior, who affirmed the action of rejection, holding that it was shown by
the evidence that the leg was not totally disabled, and hence he was recelving
nll the pension to which ke was entitled. No effort has been made to secure
increaso at the Pension Office since rejection in 1861,

“*Evidence on file with the committes shows that claimant suffers constant
&In in the limb, and that he can not wear the artificial limbfurnished by the

swwernment, but uses one of his own make.

**Your committee are of opinion that this is a case where some degree of
relief ﬁ?lul%i‘{:ie ‘aworded by &mm'em‘ and accordingly recommend the pas-
BAgO O o Ay

The foregoing report is adopted, and the passage of the bill recommended.

My, SIBLEY (before the readinf of the report was concluded).
I move that the further reading of this report be dispensed with.

Mr. SIMS, Mr. Chairman, is not this motion debatable? In
this case the pension proposed to be paid is $40, and I think we are
entitled to know the reasons on which the bill is based.

Mr, SIBLEY. This is a case of the loss of a leg——

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will state that the proper conrse
for the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. SIsBLEY| would have
been to object to the [urther reading.

Mr, MIERES of Indiana. I hope we shall allow this report to be
read. While I wonld not myself ask for the reading of ort,
vet the request seems to be practically fair, The report will show
the merits of the claim thoroughly.

__Mr, SIBLEY. The question is not what the report shows; but
if we pass 100 of these pension bills, it will cost the Government
§36,000; and the time we are wasting in th® reading of these re-
ports is going to cost the Government just as much as or mors

than the passage of all the pension bills on the Calendar,
Mr. TALB . If the reports were not read, would we not
still remain here?

Mr. SIBLEY. Ido not think we would Le here, or we would
at any rate get throu’fh more quickly with our business.

Mr. T ERT. The gentleman mightnot be here, because he
hardly ever is here. We do not know where he is. He is like a
tlea—in politics and everything else,
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The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will proceed with the reading of
the re: ort. B

The reading of the report was resnmed and eoncluded,

Mr. COWHERD. I wonuld like to put a question either to the
chairman of the committee or to some other member. The other

* day, when calling on tho Department in reference to a bill in which
Congress had provided by legis'ation what allowance should be
made for certain disabilities, I was informed that a pension of
over 517 a month was not allowable nnder the law unless the dis-
ability wus egual to the loss of a hand or a foot, in which case the

ension wounld be 524 a month; and that if both hands or both
?eet were lost the pension wonld be only 330 a month. Now, as
I understand, this applicant has lost one foot, and we propose to
make the pension §44. Is not that larger than the law allows for
a corresponding injury?

Mr. CALDERHEAD. I donot remember what the testimmony
in thecase was, exceptin a general way. My recollection is, how-
ever, that the testimonyshows that this man is entirely enfeebled:
that he is worn out by pain from the disabled limb. Thereis a
disability there that is practically total and permanent.

Mr. COWHERD. If the gentleman will allow 1ne to interrupt
him at this point and permit me to renew my question I wish to
say that my point is this: I suppose. of course, that the committee
desires in these s-_p:cm] cases to put the party on the same genera&
plane of others who are on the pension roll nnder the general lay
and who get their pensions throuzh the Department?

Mr. CALDERHEAD, Certainly. .

Mr. COWHERD. Now, if I am correct. the pension under the
law in this case will be 24 or $30 for th's disability?

Mr. MIERS of Indiana. If the gentleman will allow me. I will
state that this report is not as full as it ought to be. If this foot
were 0o below the knee so much or above the knee so much, it
would entitle him to a pension under the general Inwat such and
such a rats. But in addition to the disability there are jpeculiar
surroundings in the case of this old soldier which are such as to
deprive hiin of all means of usefnlness and all opportunity of
earning a living for himself. He is old, as I am 1ulormed, ill,
emaciated, and scarcely able to get abouf, and is absolntely senile.
and the tronuble is one not arising entirely {rom the atsence of the
limb itself, but from peculiar conditions gnrrounding it.

The report shounld have gone very much further and shown the
condition of the soldier. 1 grant you that the gentleman irom
Missouri is right, and it shows the necessity of the reading of the

rts and also the necessity of having the reports complete in
their details, o that the Hounse may readily understand the ques-
tion presented.

But this is not a case like that of a foof cnf off or the disability
arising from the loss of a foot. Thisold man, as 1 understand the
testimony, is utterly broken down in health. emaciated in body,
genile, as [ remember the case, and the committee thought, under
the circumstances, that the increase to $1) was but fair and right.
1 admit that an increase of pension of this character should never
be made unless there is something in the case that fully war-
rants such an increase.

The CHAIRMAN. Withoutobjection, the bill wiil be laid aside
to be reported to the House with favorable recommendation.

There was no objection, and it was so ordered.

MARIA A, THOMPSON,

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (S. 20622)
granting a pension to Maria A. Thompson.

The Clerk read the bill, as follows:

Re it enacted, efe., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby,
anthorized and directed to place on the pension roll, subject to the provisions
and limitations of the pension laws, the name of Maria A. Thompson, widow
of Charles A. Thompson, assistant surgeon, Thirteenth, and surgeon. Nine-
tieth Regiments Illinois Volunteer Infantry, and pay her a pension at the rate
of §12 per month.

Mr. TALBERT. My, Chairman, I rise now to ask the reading
of the report.
The CHAIRMAN. Without objection, the report will be read.

Mr, TALBERT. I hope gentlemen will allow reports in all
these cases to be spread upon the RECORD, so as to show to the
House and the country the reason for the action taken. I think
it nothing but just and right, and I do not do this in order to kill
time; but I submit that the reportshould beread for the informa-
tion of the House. I

The CHAIRMAN. _ The report will be read in the time of the
gentleman from Sounfh Carolina.

Mr. SULLOWAY. Thereport will goupon the record whether
it be read or not.

Mr. TALBERT. The facts embodied in the report should be
in possession of the House before being called npon to vote. Ee-
sides that, reports do not always go into the records.

Alr, SULLOWAY. The House does not manifest a great ap-
peiiht; gor them; but still the gentleman may desire to be gratified
in T t.

Mr, TALBERT. It is not a question of that kind. It is a

questtion that Iraise for the information of the House and the
country.

Mr. CALDERHEAD. I wish to say, in reply to the gentleman,
that the report ought to set out all the reasons which operated
with the committee in makingits recommendation, They nsually
attempt to givea full statement of the reasons. The report in this
case, however, is a very brief one. We have given this woman
what she would have been entitled to nnder the law. We have
given to her this pension for the reason that the evidence in the
case before the committee, we believed, warranted us in determin-
ing that the death of her husband wastraceable to his Army servy-
ice, The Pension Department, however, did not accept the evi-
dence npon which the House committee acted. For that reason
they rejecied the claim inthe Department. Wedid accept it, and
have made an allowance of $12 a month; and therefore tke gen-
tleman can be satisfied when the report goes into the REcorp that
it contains a history of the reasons on which the committee made
the aliowance.

Mr. TALBERT. I ask for the reading of the report.

The CHAIRMAN. The report will be read in the time of the
gentleman from Sonth Carolina.

Mr. GAINES. Mr, Chairman, a parliamentary inquiry. Has
the ](;‘hair ruled that no member has a right to have these reports
read?

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has not ruled that,

Mr. GAINES. Isthat the rule of the Hounse?

The CHAIRMAN. The report is now in process of being read
in the time of the gentleman from South Carolina.

Mr. GAINES. Ido not care to hear it; but snp I call for
tiﬁe rHeading of a report. Have I not that right, under the rule of
the House?

The CHATRMAN, Not if objection is made. No member can
call for the reading of a report if objection is made, unless the
House votes to hear the report read.

Mr. GAINES. What on God's earth are the reports printed
for. if not to enlightin the House?

Mr. MORRIS., They are printed for the members to read.

Mr. GAINES. Let me ask how far back does that ruling go?

Mr. GROSVENOR. it only goes back to Jefferson’s Manual;
that is all. A part of the rules of the House absolutely prohibits
the reading of a report against the objection of a member, unless
the House votes that it may be read.

Mr. GAINES. I do noft understand that we are in the House
now; we are in the Committee of the Whole.

Mr. GRUSVENOR. Well, I speak of the House in the proper
sETse,

The CHAIRMAN. Tor the information of the committee the
Chair will ask the Clerk to read the rule.

The Clerk read as follows:

When the reading of a paper other than one upon which the House is called
to &lm a final vote 18 demanded, and the same is objected to by any member,
it khall Le determined withont debate by a vote of the House.

Mr, GAINES. 1Isthis report to be considered a paper, a news-
paper? It is an official document of this House,

Mr. GROSVENOR, The bill is the thing that the House has to
voie upon and not the report. This rule goes back to Jefferson’s
Manual. and has never been disputed by anybody who knew any-
thing about parliamentary mocudure. [Laughter.]

The bill was ordered to be laid aside with a favorable recom-
mendation.

HATTIE E, REDFIELD,

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (8. 1250)
granting a pension to Hattie E. Redfield.

The Clerk read the bill, as follows:

Be it enacted, ete., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby,
anthorized and directed to place on the pension roll. subject to the rl)rovi.aions
and limitations of the pension laws, the name of Hattie E. Redfield, widow
of Charles E. Redfield, late second lieutenant Company A, Forty-second Reg-
iment Wisconsin Volunteor Infantry, and pay her a pension at the rate of §
per month.

The bill was ordered to be laid aside with a favorable recom-
mendation.

EUDORA 8. KELLY,

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (8. 2220)
granting an increase of pension to Eudora S, Kelly,
The Clerk read the bill, as follows:

Be it enacted, elc., That the SBecretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby,
anthorized and directed to place on the pension roll, subject to the provisions
and limitations of the pension laws, the name of Eudora 8. Kelly, widow of
James R. Kelly, late eaptain, Third Artillery, United States Army, and pay
her a pension at the rate of §30 per month in lien of that she is now receiv-
ing. i

The bill was ordered to be laid aside with a favorable recom-
mendation.

HERMAN PIEL.

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (8. 1809)
granting an increase of pension to Herman Piel.
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The Clerk read the bill, as follows:

Be it enacted, ete,, That the Becretary of the Interior be,and he is hereby,
anthorized and directed to ?laoe on the pension roll.subject to the provisions
and limitations of the pension laws, the name of Herman Piel, late of Com-
pany B, Fourth Regiment Wisconsin Volunteer Cavalry, and pay him a pen-
sion at the rate of £0 per month in len of that he is now ving.

The bill was ordered to be laid aside with a favorable recom-
mendation,

. ELI J. MARCH,

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (S, 1960)
granting an increase of. pension to Eli J, March.

The Clerk read the bill, as follows:

Be it enacted, ete., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby,
anthorized and directed to place on the pension roll, subject to the provisions
and limitations of the pension laws, the name of EliJ. March, late of Com-
pany I, Third Wisconsin Volunteer Cavalry, and pay him a pension at the
rate of $30 per month in lien of that he is now receiving.

The bill was ordered to be laid aside with a favorable recom-
mendation,

OSCAR TAYLOR.

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (S. 1208)
granting an increase of pension to Oscar Taylor.

The Clerk read the bill, as fallows:

Be it enacted, ete., That the SBecretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby,
anthorized and directed to place on the pension roll, subject to the provisions
and limitations of the pension laws, the name of Oscar Taylor, Inte captain
Com?auy D, First Regiment Minnesota Volunteer Cavalry, and pay bhim a
pension at the rate of 30 per month in lien of that he is now receiving.

The bill was ordered to be laid aside with a favorable recom-
mendation.

SARAH R, BURRELL,

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (S. 1238')
granting a pension to Sarah R, Burrell.

The Clerk read the bill, as follows:

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby,
authorized and directed to place on the pension roll, subject to the provisions
and limitations of the pension laws, the name of Sarah R. Burrell, widow of
Andrew J. Burrell, late captain Company A, Fiftieth Re ent Indiana
Volunteer Infactry.and pay her a penalon at the rate of §0 per month. E

The bill was ordered to be laid aside with a favorable recom-
mendation.

MRS, ARETHUSA WRIGHT,

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (S, 846)
granting an increase of pension to Mrs. Arethusa Wright.
The Clerk read the bill, as follows:

Re it enacted, ete., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby,
anthorized and directed to plece on the pension roll, subject to the provisions
and limitations of the pension laws, the namne of Arethusa Wright, widow of
Emanuel Wright. late of Company B, Thirteenth Regiment Illinois Volunteer
Infantry, and pay her a pension at the rate of §5 per month in lieu of that
ghe is now receiving.

The bill was ordered to be laid aside with a favorable recom-
mendation.
" JAMES M, SIMERAL,

The next business on the Private Calendar was txe bill (S. 1255)
granting an increase of pension to James M. Simeral,

The Clerk read the bill, as follows:

Be it enacted, erc., That the SBecretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby,
authorized and directed to place on the pension roll, subﬁm: to the provisions
and limitations of the pension laws, the name of James M. Simeral, late first
Heutenant Con&any L. First Regiment Iowa Volunteer Cavalry. and pay him
& pension at the rate of X per month in lien of that he is now rece{\-{’:g‘

The bill was ordered to be laid aside with a favorable recom-
mendation,

LIZZIE H. HYNDMAN.

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (S. 261)

granting an increase of pension to Lizzie H. Hyndman,

The Clerk read the bill, as follows:

Be it enacted, ete., That the SBecretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby,
authorized and directed to place on the pension roll, subﬁcct tothe provisions
and limitations of the pension laws, the name of Lizzie H. Hyndman, widow
of William Hyndman, late captain, Fourth Regiment Pennsylvania Volun-
teers, and pay her a pension at the rate of £0 per month in lieu of the pension
she is now receiviug.

Mr. TALBERT, Mr. Chairman, I ask for the reading of the
report. I thonght it was agreed that the reports shonld be read.

Mr. BENTON. Iobject. °

The CHATRMAN. The gentleman from South Carolina moves
that the report be read.

The question was taken; and the Chairman announced that the
noes appeared to have it.

Mr. TALBERT. I demand a division, My, Chairman.

The committee divided; and there were—ayes 4, noes 36,

Mr. TALBERT. No gquorum, Mr. Chairman.

The CHATRMAN. The gentleman from South Carolina makes
the point of no quorum. The Chair will ascertain. [After connt-
ing.] Onehundred and four gentlemen present, a quorum, The
noes have it; and the reading of the report is refused.

The bill was ordered to be laid aside with a favorable recom-
mendation.

HENRY FRANK,

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (8. 1769)
granting an increase of pension to Henry Frank.

The Clerk read the bill, as follows:

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby,
authorized and directed to place upon the pension roll, subject otherwise to
the provisions and limitations of the pension laws, the name of Henry Frank,
late of Company G, Thirty-ninth Re%‘i.menb of Illinois Volunteer Infantry,
and pay him a pension at the rate of §15 per month in lieu of the pension heis
now receiving.

The bill was ordered to be laid aside with a favorable recom-
mendation.

THOMAS JORDAN,

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (S. 1228)
grarting anincrease of ion to Thomas Jordan,

The Clerk read the bill, as follows: .

Bz it enacled, ete., That the Becretary of the Interior be., and he is hereby,
autho; and directed to place on the pension roll, subject tothe provisions
and limitations of the pension laws, the name of Thomas Jordan, late of Com-
pany G, Bixty-third ment [llinois Volunteer Infantry, and pay him a
pension at the rate of §30 per month in lieu of that he is now receiving.

The bill was laid aside to be reposted to the House with a favor-
able recommendation.
MARY E. LAW.

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (S. 26306)
granting an increase of pension to Mary E. Law.
The Clerk read the bill, as follows:

Re it enacted, ele., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby,

authorized and directed to place on the pension roll, subject to the provisions

and limitations of the pension laws, the name of Mary E. Law, widow of
Richard Law, late captain, United States Navy, and pay her a pension at the
rate of $i0 per month in lieu of that she is now receiving.

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with a favor-
able recommendation.

JERUSHA W, STURGIS.

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (8. 677)
granting an increase of pension to Jerusha W. Sturgis.

The Clerk read the bill, as follows:

Be it enacted, ete., That the Becretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby,
authorized and directed to place on the pension rol],sn‘bjsct to the provi-
sions and limitations of the ?ensirm laws, the name of Jerusha W. Stu
widow of Samuel D. Sturgis, late brigadier-general, United States Volun-
teers, and pay her a pension at the rate of §¢ per month in lieu of that she
is no receiving.

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the Honse with a favor-
able recommendation, :

HENR*’ ATEINSON,

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (8. 833)
granting an increase of pension to Henry Atkinson.

The Clerk read the bill, as follows:

Be it enacted, ete., That the Seergtary of the Interior be, and he isheraby,
anthorized and directed to placa on the pension roll, subject to the provisions
and limitations of the pension laws, the name of Henry A n, late of
Company G, One hinndred and eighth Regiment Illinois Volunteer Infantry,

and pay a pension at the rate of $25 per month in lieu of -that he is now

receiving.

Ml;.t TALBERT. Mr. Chairman, I ask for the reading of the
report.

r. GIBSON. I object.

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Mr. Chairman, T want to say a few
words on this bill. T want to say that I have been a member of
this House in former Congresses, and I never objected to the
reasonable consideration of any measure. I do not think that
more than once or twice during the history of my legislative
career have I voted against a pension bill on the floor of this
House. 1 believe that the men who fonght for the Union are
entitled to a fair, reasonable, and just pension—that they should
be paid in meritorions cases.

1 have no sympathy with any filibustering tactics to delay the
procedure of this House: but I do say to gentlemen on the other
side of this Chamber, and te gentlemen on this side, that when a
member stands in his place and desires a report to be read for the
information of himself and members, that he may know intelli-
gently what he is votingon, it is as reprehensible todeny him that
privﬂe%g as any hhbusterinff tactics that can be pursued on either
side. e come here, men like myself, who have not a pension
bill before the committee—come here in your interest to make up
a gquorum, and we are entitled to have the information that we
seek, and not be led blindly to the desk to vote on what we know
nothing about.

Mr, GIBSON, Will the gentleman yield to me? .

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Notnow; Ido not careto be interrupted.
I gay it is an injustice, when a report is requested to be read, to
apply the strict letter of the rule. Gentlemen come here to make
u[i;g quorum, and they have a right to understand and know upon
what they are vot.i%g.

Mr, G N. ill the gentleman allow me a question now?

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Yes, a question.




4144

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE.

APRIL 13,

Mr. GIBSON. I will ask the gentleman if reports in any other
cases are ever read to the House? ;

* Mr. UNDERWOOD. Of course they are.

Mr. GAINES. Always when requested.

Mr, GIBSON. Reports from the Committee on Ways and
Means and the Appropriations Committee? Never.

Mr, UNDERWOOD. Very frequently reports are read, except
in cases where there is preotracted debate, and then the members
explain the bills themselves. There is hardly ever a bill that
comes up by nnanimous consent that the report is not read. The
object of reading the report is to save time and delay, It would
be impossible for every member of the House to take up the pen-
sion bills and reports and read and examine them before they
come up. If he did, he could not do anything else. Now,whena
bill is read at the desk and a member desires further information,
I say'it is worse than any filibustering tactics to prevent that
member from having a just understanding of what he is about
to vote for. g

Mr. GIBSON. Mr, Chairman, I wish to say that the rule in
this House, ever gince I have been a member, now for five years,
has been to take the action of the House committees as based upon
proper evidence and their conclusion as theresult of honest action
and geod faith, We have bills here appropriating tens and hun-
dreds of millions of dollars; and not since I have been a member
of this House has a solitary one of the reports on these bills ever
been read.

Mr. GAINES. Then whydoyouhavethereportsprinted? Why
not bri.n§' the bill in without any report?

Mr. GIBSON. I am glad the gentleman asked that question.
They are printed for the information of the members, so that if a
member wants a a;e(fort of the reasons for the bill he can go to the
document room get it.

Mr. GAINES. Iunderstand there are not enongh reports there
to go round.

Mr, GIBSON, The object of printing the report is not to have
it read in the Honse, but for the information of individual mem-
bers who wish to invesigate the matter and inform themselves
with reference to the subject to which the bill relates. If this
House should adopt the practice of reading all the reports, busi-
ness would be so greatly delayed that it wonld be impossible in
the course of two years to dispose of the public business. The
g::cﬂca is not to read the reports, and never has been since I have

n in Congress. When the reading of the re&)orts is called for,
in nine times out of ten the object is to create delay. That is the
object, the main object, and oftentimes the only object, in calling
for the reading of reports upon special pension bills.

The Invalid Pension Committee is composed of men of both po-
litical parties. Since I have been a member of that committee,
now over three years, no guestion of politics has ever been raised
there. It is indistingnishable to an observer who are the Demo-
cratic members of the committee and who are the Republican
members; nobody could tell from the action of the committee
whether the individual members were Republicans or Democrats.
‘We have looked at the cases before us from the broad standpoint
of a charitable patriotism.

I have heard members say, * This man or this woman does not
come under thelaw.” Why, sir, if they came under the law, there
wonuld be no need for special bills, The object of special bills is
to provide for meritorious cases which do not come under the law
and also to provide for cases where, in consequence of the gener-
ality of the law or in consequence of harsh adjudications by the
Pension Burean, we feel that adequate justice not been done
to some deserving soldier or some widow of a deceased soldier.

Mr. Chairman, we have had a number of these reports read to-
day. In what case has this committee been “ turned down?” We
hear talk about * frandulent pensions.” What *‘frandulent pen-
sion ” has been recommended by the Invalid Pension Committee?
Not one. Where is the member who can rise on this floor and
put his finger upon a single “ fraudulent pension?” 'We hear talk
about “coffee coclers” and *“‘bounty jumpers’ and *‘ deserters.”
‘What bill reported by this committee has pensioned any coffee
cooler or bounty Emsgyr or deserter? Not one. The fact is that

v

the action of the d Pension Committee— 3
Mr, MIERS of Indiana. Mr. Chairman, I rise to a parliamen-
tary inguiry.

The CHAIRMAN, The gentleman will state if. _

Mr, MIERS of Indiana. What is the subject nnder discussion?

The CHAIRMAN. Thesubject under discussion is the request
to have the report read and the refusal of that request.

Mr. MIERS of Indiana. I wish we might get at the question.

Mr. GherIBSONa tihlk Cbommt an, it is ver%o easy for members £

t o e an abou nsioning ‘‘ bounty jumpers " a
get:cnﬂ"(:-;ne coolers ” and "deserlggrs.” but this Hott{ae is not in that
business: the Invalid Pension Committee is not in that business,
and the man who talks about pensioning those classes of people
is not only slandering the committee, butis also casting an unjust,

‘unmerited, and unpatriotic aspersion upon deserving soldiers and

deserving widows of soldiers who are being pensioned.

Mr. MIERS of Indiana. I make the point of order that the
gentleman is not discuss'ng the question at issue.

Tr. GIBSON. I am discussing the very question at issne—
whether this report onght to be read. That is the very matter I
am discussing.

The CHAIRMAN, The Chair was in error in stating that the
pending question was a motion. The motion was objected to,
and, under the parliamentary conditions, that motion is not de-
batable.. Does the gentleman from Tennessee desire to proceed
in order? If so, the Chair will recognize him in his own time to
speak on the bill.

Mr. MIERS of Indiana. I make the point of order that there
is no question now pending upon the bill, It is simply a mo-
tion—

A MEMBER. An objection.

Mr. MIERS of Indiana. An objection; and must be passed on
without debate.

Mr. GIBSON. I wish to saythis: The gentleman from Indiana
has occuﬁied very considerable time of this House—

The CHAIRMAN. The pointof order of the gentleman from
Indiana is well taken.

Mr. MIERS of Indiana. Then I insist on if.

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from Sounth Carolina
[Mr. TanpERT] insist upon his motion that the report on the bill
now pending be read?

Mr. TALBERT. ¢“The gentleman from South Carolina™ does
not recollect to have made that motion in this case. But if any
Fantleman wants the report read, I would be glad to hear it.
t.Ii'he gentleman from Tennessee has occupied a good deal of

me—

Mr. GRAFF. Will the gentleman permit me to state the facts
in this case?

Mr. TALBERT. Certainly. :

Mr. GRAPF. Three years' service in the war of the rebellion;
rhenmatism, anchylosis, general debility, nervous prostration—
all the result of Army service.

Mr, TALBERT. And the fellow is not dead yet!

Mr. GRAFF, The scldier was alive when the report was made,

Mr. TALBERT. Well, let him have the pension. God knows,
if he is not dead, I would be in favor of granting $100 to have him
buried. [Laughter.]

There being no objection, the bill was laid aside to bLe reported
faverably to the House.

JAMES A, SOUTHARD.

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (8. 1264)
granting an increase of pension to James A, Southard.

The bill was read, as follows:

Ee it enacted, etc., That the SBecretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby,
authorized nnd directed to placs on the pension roll, subject to the provisions
and limitations of the pension laws, the name of James A. Southard, late of
Company K. One hundred and twenty-sixth Regiment Ohio Volunteer In-
fantry, and Company K, One hundred and fifty-ninth Regiment Ohio Volun-
teer Infantry, and pay him a pension at the rate of §34 per month in lion of
that he is now receiving.

There being no objection, the bill was laid aside to be reported
favorably to the House,

ANNIE A. GIBSON.

The next business on ths Private Calendar was the bill (8. 2742)
restoring to the pension roll the name of Annie A, Gibson.

The bill was read, as follows:

Be it enacted, ete., That the Socretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby,
anthorized and directed to restore to the pension roll, subject to the provi-
sioms and limitations of the pension laws, the name of Annie A. Gibson, widow

of Jumes Walters, of Company E, Thirty-eighth Regiment Massachusetts
Volunteers, and pay her a on at the rate of §12 per month.

There being no objection, the bill was laid aside to be reported
favorably to the House.

Mr. GAINES., Mr. Chairman, I wounld like somebody to tell us
why this party was placed upon the pension roll and taken off
again anﬁlao why tﬁe restoration is made. I do not ask for the
reading of the report, but some brief explanation will be satisfac-
tory. There must be some reason for the action of the commiltee.

Mr. SULLOWAY. I will state to the gentleman from Tennes-
see that this is to restore a remarried widow to the rolls. She ig
0ld—58 years of age—nearly blind, and without property. Her

ension was at this rate before her remarriage to the second hus-
gand, who is now dead.

Mr. MIERS of Indiana. She wasa widow of the soldier during
the war?

Mr. SULLOWAY. Yes.

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the
recommendation that it do pass,
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JULIA M. EDIE.

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (S. 3017)
graunting an increass of pension fo Julia M. Edie.

The Clerk read the bill, as follows:

Be it enacted, efe., That the SBecretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby,
anthorized and directed to place on the pension roll, subject to the ons
and limitations of the pension laws, the name of Julia M. Edie, widow of John
R. Edie, late captain, nance Departmment, United States Army, and pay
her a pension st the rate of $40 per month in liem of that she is now receiving.

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the rec-
ommendation that it do pass.

JOSEPH W, SKELTON.

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (8. 2351)
granting an increase of lﬂ)ension to Joseph W. Skelton.

The Clerk read the bill, as follows:

Be it enacted, efc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby,
authorized and directed to place on the pension roll, subject tothe provisions
and limitations of the pension laws, the name of Jmeh . Bkelton. late first
lentenant, Company I, Beventh Regiment Indiana Volunteer Cavalry, and
pa;‘rdhgm & pension at the rate of 30 per month in lien of that he is now re-
ceiving.

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the rec-
ommendation that it do pass.

WILLIAM PADGETT.

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (8. 2042)
granting an increase of pension to William Padgett.

The Clerk read the bill, as follows:

Be it enacted, ete., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby,
authorized and directed to place on the pension roll, subject to the provisions
and limitations of the pension laws. name of Wi Padgett, late of
Capt. David J. Miller's company, Georgia Militin, Beminole Indian war, and
ggiyﬁglmapeasinn at the rate of §3 per month in lien of that he is now re-

g-

The following amendments, recommended by the Committes on
Invalid Pensions, were read:
In line 8 strike out “thirty " and insert “ twenty."

The committee amendment was to.
The bill as amended was ordered to be laid aside to be reported
to the House with a favorable recommendation.

JEREMIAH B, MOORE.

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R.
3224) granting a pension to Jeremiah B. Moore.
The Clerk read the bill, as follows: :
Be it enacted, etc., That the Becretary of the Interior be, and he is hmeb&
and to iah

authorized directed to place on the pension roll the name of Jeremd

Moore, late a sergeant of Oomgm{ EiF Massachusetts Volunteers, in the
Mexican war, and subsequently lieutenant-colonel of the Third Regiment
California Volunteer Infantry in the war of the rebellion, and pay him & pen-
sion of € per month.

The following amendments, recommended by the Committeeon
Invalid Pensions, were read:

In line 9 strike out the word “thirty " and substitute therefor the word
"' twenty,” so as to fix the rating at £ per month, in accordance with prece-
dents in similar cases.

In line 4, after the word “ roll," insert the words “ suhject to the provisions
and limitations of the pension laws.”

Add to the end of the bill the words **in lieu of that he is now reeeiving.”

Amend the title so as to read: “A bill granting an increase of pension to
Jeremiah B. Moore.”

The committee amendments were agreed to.

The bill as amended was ordered to be laid aside to be reported
to the House with a favorable recommendation.

FLORA B, HINDS.

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R.
4868) for the relief of Flora B. Hinds,

The Clerk read the bill, as follows:

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secre of the Interior be, and he is hereby,
anthorized and directed fo place npon nsion roll the name of Flara
Hinds, late a nurse in the Spanish war, and to pay her a pension at the rate
of $0 a month.

The following amendments, recoinmended by the Committee on
Invalid Pensions, were read:

Amend the title soasto read: **A bill granting a pension to Flora B. Hinds.”

Strike out “twenty,” in line 6, and substitute therefor the word “twelve.”

The committee amendments were agreed to.

The bill as amended was prdered to be laid aside to be reported
to the House with a favorable recommendation,

J. Jo ANGEL,

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill {H. R,
1381) granting a pension to J. J. Angel.

The Clerk read the hill, as follows:
angfoﬁ‘ emfggg. Egﬁﬁ% the Sogr;;ntalglg{ the Interior ::i and lsg ilmt;{:
sions and limitations of the pension laws, the name of Jet. J. Angel, late Sec-
ond Company, Second Regiment Tennesses Volunteers, In war, and to

ma af Ta per maon

Mi pension at the rate of §24 ;

dian
and this pension so paid shall
lieu of pension that claimant is now dr:h*vﬁnsunder Mrﬂﬂ(;‘:& No. 2364,

XXXTIT—260

The following amendments, recommended by the Committee on
Invalid Pensions, were read:
mnfvthatl.g‘lssanatomd: “A bill granting an increasepf pension to

James J,
In line 6 strike out “ Jet.” and insert ** James;” in the same line strike out
“Second tute therefor **corporal of

Company, Second Regiment " and substi
Ca cClelland's company.”
F elm § strike out “ twenty-four™ and insert in liem thereof the word
L3 W "e-“

Strike out all in the bill after the word “ month,” in line 8, and substitute
therefor the words ** in lieu of that he is now receiving.”

The committee amendments were agreed to.
The bill as amended was ordered to be laid aside to be reported
to the House with a favorable recommendation.
LILLIAN CAPRON.
The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (S. 1903)
granting an increase of ‘ﬁenmon to Lillian Capron.
The Clerk read the bill, as follows:

Be it enacted, ete., That the SBecretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby,
authorized and directed to place on the pension roll, subject to the provisions
and limitations of the pension laws, the name of Lillian Ca ran, widow of

Allyn K. Capron, late ca) Troop L, First Regi t Uni tates Volun-
teer Cayalry, war with Bpain, and her a pension at the rate of r
mnthinﬁrguofthatsbemnwremlﬁ%g. o

The following amendment, recommended by the Committee on
Invalid Pensions, was read:
moEi:ttﬂh.k‘? out *forty ' and insert * thirty;" so that it will read: “$30 per

Mr. MIERS of Indiana. Mr. Chairman, I hope this House
amendment will not prevail. This bill has the Senate at
$40. 1f I am correct in the bill, this lady was the mother of Cap-
tain Capron—
b'ﬁk. LOUDENSLAGER. I think the gentleman hasthe wrong

ill.

Mr. BROMWELL. There are two Capron bills.

Mr. LOUDENSLAGER. This is not the bill the gentleman
from Indiana has in mind.

Mr. MIERS of Indiana, Then I will withdraw what I have said;
but if this is the bill for the lady who is the wife of Captain
Capron,who died of fever,and who afterwards lost her son during
the late war, he being killed in battle—

Mr. LOUDENSLAGER. Thisis not the bill.

Mr. MIERS of Indiana. Very well; Iwill withhold what I de-
sired to say until that bill is presented.

Mr. OGRADY. Ishould like to know myself, Mr. Chairman,
why this bill is to be cut down from forty to thirty dollars per
month. I did not hear the explanation of the chairmen of the
committee. *

Mr. LOUDENSLAGER. Mr. Chairman, I would say that this
bill represents the maximum amount agreed upon by the Com-
mittee on Pensions for all widows of officers holding this rank
and grade. The committee did not come suddenly to their con-
clusion of what they deemed was right and proper in these cases,
but after giving the matter due consideration; not considering
the one isolated case, but all of the cases that were presented to
them. In their ju t they believe that $30 a month is as
much as ought to be allowed to the widow of any eficer of this
rank and grade.

Mr. BROMWELL and Mr. O’'GRADY rose.

The CHAIRMAN. The tleman from New York.

Mr. O'GRADY. I yield to the gentleman from Ohio [Mr,
BrROMWELL].

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Brox-
WELL]) is recognized.

Mr. BROM Mz, Chairman, in addition to what the
chairman of the Committee on Pensions has said, I also, as a
member of that committee, desire to say that in the matter of all
claims that have come before it we have endeavored to beentirely
consistent. As the chairman said, we did not take up the first
claim that was dgrmanted to the committee and fix an arbitrary
rate. Neither did we feel that we were bound to adopt the rate
fixed by the Senate, because it is a well-known fact that nearly
every bill, without regard to the merits of the bill, comes from
the Senate with rates allowed far in excess of what has been al-
lowed in the past to meritorious claimants, either before the Com-
mittee on Pensions or the Committee on Invalid Pensions,

Mr. GAINES. Ishould like to ask the genileman a question.

Mr. BROMWELL, Just let me finish, and then I will answer
any question gladly, Now, it seemed to us that the fairest way
of reaching reports on these claims—and there are a great many
of them, and all of them asking for high rates of pensions, very
few less than $50 a month—it seemed to us that before taking up
the consideration of any one claim the committee should earefully
consider & plan by which all claims could be fairly adjusted.

With that object in view we fixed a maximum rate that should
be allowed according to the grade of the soldier. We fixed a rate
for lieutenants, captains, majors, lientenant-colonels, colonels,
brigadier and maaorganﬂmls. and that rate we have attempted to
adhere to strictly and conscientiously as the maximum rate to be
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allowed. Where there were any circumstances connected with
the claim which would show that there was an income independ-
ent of the pension the committee have notreported the maximnm
rate. Where, however, the claimant had nothing but the pension,
and there were no special reasons, either on account of the gal-
lantry of thesoldier or the circumstances of the beneficiary, to call
for a ially high rate, we have made discriminations and have
not reported, as a rule, the maximum amount,

Now, in regard to this particular claim, and others which are
going to follow, I will not yield to any gentleman in this House
in my admiration and respect for the services of the men who
went into the Spanish war and made such a magnificent record
for themselves and the country; but I call attention to the fact
that, distingnished as those services were, there were thousands
of others during the civil war who were equally distinguished
and who rendered services equally meritorions; and I for one do
not see any good reason why, in the temporary excitement of
the present day, we should ignore the claims of the old soldiers
and their widows of the civil war by making a rate of fifteen or
twenty dollars to them and a rate of forty or fifty dollars to those
of the Spanish war. y

There were two Caprons, father and son. Their services were
distingnished, their conduct gallant, and both died as the result
of the Spanishwar. The first of these claimsis that of the widow
of one of these officers. Under the law she would not be entitled
to what this bill gives her, even with the House amendment.
'We are giving her as a bonus an amount in excess of what, under
the law, she is entitled to. She went to the Pension Burean, the
facts were all taken into account, the law was taken into account,
and she was given a maximum rating and allowed & maximum
pension there. Without any additional facts before the commit-
tee than what went before the Pension Bureau, the committee
nevertheless felt that it was a case where they might, in view of
the legislation of this House increasing pensions, give an addi-
tional amount on this claim, and we gave her the maximum al-
lowed under our rule,

The action of the Pension Committee has been uniformly con-
sistent in these claims. If you increase any one of them, then in
fair justice you will have to increase every claim that is reported
from the Pension Committee. We have carefully examined all the
facts. We have taken into account the circumstances, pecuniary
and otherwise, the physical condition and everything that goes to
enter into the question of sympathy in these cases, and we have
attempted to act honestly and consistently in every one of them.

Mr. GAINES. Now will the gentleman allow me? :

Mr. BROMWELL. Certainly. L )

Mr. GAINES. Will the gentleman please state the difference
between the two bills as to the amount recommended?

Mr, BROMWELL. That is, the first Capron bill—

Mr. GAINES. The bill that is now before the committee.

Mr. BROMWELL. The first Capron bill is for $30 and the other
is for $25; and I will explain to the gentleman, although it is alit-
tle in advance of the other bill, why we make the distinction. In
this case of Lillian Capron she has nothinglbut the pension; in the
case of Agnee Capron, which follows a little further on on the Cal-
endar, she has an income independent of the pension, which would,
with the pension, make more than $30.

Mr, GAINES. Now, I understand the Senate has passed a bill
which gives this party so much money, and that the House has
recommended another figure. Why is the difference between the
amounts?

Mr. BROMWELL. The Senateallowed §40 per month,and the
House amendment allows 830, I appeal to gentlemen of the House
in this initial case, which is the first one, probably, of a number

" where an attempt will be made to increase these pensions—I ap-
peal to yon fo be consistent in this matter. !

iy Mr. GAINES. The point you are making is that they are
giving a higher figure for the same service than was done in the
civil war.

Mr. BROMWELL. I state to the gentleman that there are
thousands of pensioners who are widows of officers of the same
grade of Captain Capron, and with the same merit, so far as that
is co:}cernes, and are getting less money than would be given
under this Honse committee amendment.

Mr. GAINES. Then you object to these large pensions?

Mr. BROMWELL, I object to any enormous increase in these

nsions.
peMr. GAINES. Over that which is allowed for the civil war.

Mr. BROMWELL. This is the first case you have growing out
of the Spanish war, and it is the first attempt to increase the pen-
gion over the report of the Pension Committee. I think it is ex-
cessive to allow $40, the amount fixed by the Senate, and I hope
the committee will not consent to that amount.

Mr. DE VRIES, What is the amount recommended by the
House committee?

Mr. BROMWELL. The House bill recommends $30 a month.

Mr, DE VRIES, This isthecaseof the wifeand notthemother?

Mr. BROMWELL. This isthe case of Lillian Capron. They
:}1;0 both widows; one is the widow of the father and the other of

e son.

Mr, SIMS. Mr. Chairman, I want to say a few words, and I’
hope the committee will give me its attention. I wantto indorse
every word that has been said by the gentleman from New Jerzey
[Mr. LoUDENSLAGER] and the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. BroM-
WELL]. Ihave served on that committee, and know they make
absolutely no discrimination. They take up every case and in-
vestigate it on its merits and try to be consistent. ‘While Iserved
on that committee we never permitted the Senate to go above our
rules of what we thought was right, and they have a disposition to
do right. I think the committee onght to stand by the rules they
have made. They have a maximum amount, and yet they might
vary in very exceptional cases. I know at the last session, hefora
pension certificates were hardly issued, a very distingnished gen-
tleman came before that committee and asked us to increase pen-
sions above that given by the law because the matter was recent
and the grief was sharp.

Mr, Chairman, the war with Spaintechnically is over. But the
war over the results of that war is not over, and we do not know
when itis goinv_to be over; and if we set an example hereof almost
instantly donbling up and increasing the pensions of the widows
of the Spanish war, whatare you going to say about the enormous
cost of the increase of all widows pensioned up to the same level?
Now, this committee have given §30 a month, which is quitea con-
siderable pension; and there ought to be extraordinary reasons
advanced why more should be given and why the rule of that
comimittee should be overridden. They commence with a mini-
mum, and if we increase and increase over the increase, where is
this matter going fo end?

I can not give the details of this case better than they have
been given. [ am so well acquainted with the members of this
committee that I hope this House will not make this initial case
more than the amount that the committee has recommended,
which is a reasonable and just one, and 1 hope the House will
leave it to the committee hereafter. Put it at $40 and disregard
the committee, and then what are you going to do with each and
every one that follows? I hope the House will sustain the action
of the Committee on Pensions and sustain the amendment, and
make this $30 instead of §40. [Cries of ** Vote!”] -

Mr. GREEN of Penns{llvsnin. Mr. Chairman, this is an initial
case, and we all know these people. I think we might as well
start off and grant fair pensions to the families of the few men
that have been killed in the Spanish war. In thistime, when this
particnlar war was fought, the necessities of life are higher, and
$40 to-day would not be as much as $30 would be ten or fifteen
Years ago.

Mr. BROMWELL. May I ask the gentleman a question?

Mr, GREEN of Pennsylvania. Yes, sir.

Mr. BROMWELL. If the gentleman says $40 to-day is not so
much as $30 would be several years ago, while the old pensioners
are onlf getting 830 a month to-day, does mtﬁ friend think that
$30 will go any further with them than with the Spanish war
widows?

Mr. GREEN of Pennsylvania. I can not say; but there are
many reasons why we should be liberal with these. I think at
this time we are capable of being moreliberal than we were in the
civil war. I can not see why in pensions granted to the widows
of men killed in the Spanish war we can not be liberal. We are
talking about $10 a month., Thereis noman here but what knows
a young woman who loses her husband can not be compensated
by a pension of $§10. 'We should look at this matter now in a lib-
eral way; and for one on the Democratic side of the House I pro-
pose in all these matters of the Spanish war pensions to be con-
sistent in giving all these people the same alike. The work which
the soldiers in the late Spanish war accomplished entitled them to
all the credit that is properly belonging to them, and it tonched
oar sympathy in this country; and this country will receive a
benefit far greater in amount from that war than will be received
from any other war,

M{. LOUDENSLAGER. Will the gentleman allow me u ques-
tion?

Mr, GREEN of Pennsylvania. Yes.

Mr. LOUDENSLAGER. Thegentleman spoke of the few num-
bers of pensioners in the Spanish war. Does he know how many
have been filed?

Mr. GREEN ot Pennsylvania. 1 know there are many appli-
cations, but few applications of widows for the loss of husbands
and sons have been allowed. They have undoubted rights, and
we shonld not deny them because people who have no right fo a
pension have filed so many claims——

Mr. LOUDENSLAGEJ{. I ask if the gentleman knows the
number?

Mr. GREEN of Pennsylvania,

. You mean how many alto-
gether? !
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Mr. LOUDENSLAGER.
filed

Mr, GREEN of Pennsylvania. How many men were killed in
the nish war?

Mr. LOUDENSLAGER. I do not know.

Mr, GREEN of Pennsylvania. How many widows are there
on account of loss of husbands, or how many women have lost
sons by being killed in the Spanish waxr?

Mr. LOUDENSLAGER. I donot know.

Mr. GREEN of Pennsylvania. I would like to ask the gentle-
man {rom New Jersey how many pensions up fo this time have
lé)een gdranted to applicants who served in the Spanish war, or as

e ents?

r. LOUDENSLAGER. I think this is the first one.

Mr. GREEN of Pennsylvania. I mean at the Bureaun?

Mr. LOUDENSLAGER. I donotknow the number,

Mr. GREEN of Pennsylvania., Are there not less than 4007

Mr. LOUDENSLAGER. Every one has been granted a pen-
sion that has been considered by this committee and reported to
the House. They have all been granted. That was a prerequisite
for consideration by the committee,

Mr. GREEN of Pennsylvania. I understand of the 29,000 appli-
cations less than 400 have been granted. Of course those have
been largely cases where there has been no dispute, where the hus-
band or son, where the soldier, died and the dependent could make
a clean case.

Mr. GAINES. I would like to ask the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania a ﬁ;étesﬁon.

Mr. GREEN of Pennsylvania. Certainly.

Mr. GAINES. Youwere in the late war and no doubt suffered
greater hardship than those who werenotinit. Can you tell why
there should be a distinction drawn between the widow of a Span-
ish-war soldier and the widow of a civil-war soldier for identically
the same service, identically the same disability?

Mr. GREEN of Pennsylvania. I will say to the tleman
from Tennessee that there is one great reason, if he will stop to
consider, While it may not apply to this case, becaunse I believe
this father and son were shot, but in many cases the United States
is largely to blame for there being any pension at all. There was
mismanagement, which we all know, and that is one reason why
we shoulg be more liberal to the men in the Spanish war.

Mr. GAINES. Suppose a civil-war soldier came up here with
one leg off and an eye out, and a Spanish-war soldier in like con-
dition, and they both did exactly the same service. Wonld you be
in favor of vin% one $40 a month and the other $30 a month?

Mr. GR of Pennsylvania. I wonld be in favor of giving
them both a pension, but that question has no application to this
case. Anybody can ask guestions.

Mr, GAINES. Iam asking i’ou if there should be a distinetion
when the services are identically the same?

Mr. GREEN of Pennsylvania. This is a case where the widow
has lost her husband. Forty dollars a month will not put her
back where she was before.

Mr. GAINES. I do notsuppose it would; nor a thousand dol-
lars either.

The CHATIRMAN. The question is on agreeing to the amend-
ments recommended by the committee.

The committes amendments were agreed to.

The bill as amended was laid aside 1o be reported to the House
with a favorable recommendation.

FESTUS DICEINSON,

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R.
2331) to increase the pension of Festus Dickinson.

The Clerk read the bill; as follows:

Be it enacted, ete., That the pension of Festus Dickinson be inereased from
the sum of $12, the amount now being paid him. to the sum of §20 per month.

The following amendments, recommended by the Committee on
Invalid Pensions, were read:

Chn‘nﬁ@ the title so as to read: **A bill granting an increase of pension to
Festus Dickinson.” .

Strike out all after the enacting clanse and substitute therefor the words:

*That the Becretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, autho: and
directed to place on the pensionroll, subject to the provisionsand limitations
of the pension laws, the name of Festus Dickinson, late captain’sclerk, United
Btates Navy, war with Mexico, and pay him a pension at the rate of %16 per
month in lieu of that he is now receiving.”

The committee amendments were agreed to.
The bill as amended was ordered to be laid aside to be reporfed
to the House with a favorable recommendation.

PLEASANT H, M'BRIDE,

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R.
7624) to increase the pension of Pleasant H. McBride.

The Clerk read the bill, as follows:

Be it enacled, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby,
authorized and directed to increase to the sum of a month the pension of

Pleasant H. McBride, late sergeant, Comg:ny I, t Tennessee Mounted
Volunteers, Mexican war, said pension to be in lien of pension No. 8768,

There are very nearly 29,000 already

The following amendments, recommended by the Committee on
Invalid Pensions, were read:

3% %}’,ﬁ:}““ the title so as to read: “A bill granting a pension to Plecsant H.
c e.”

Strike out all after the words “ directed to,” inline 4, and substitute in lien
thereof the words * place on the pension roll, subject to the visions and Hmi-
tations of the pension laws, the name of Pleasant H. McBride, late sergeant in
Capt. L. D. Newman’s company, First Tennessee Mounted Volunteers, war
with Mexico, and pay him a pension at the rate of §12 per month in lieu of
that he is now receiving.”

The committee amendments were a%eed‘to.

The bill as amended was ordered to be laid aside to be reported
to the House with a favorable recommendation.

CATHARINE A, BROWN,

Mr. COX, Mr. Chairman, I want to ask unanimous consent of
the committee to take up a bill of an old woman 84 years old, who
is as blind as she can be, worth not a dollar on earth to live on ex-
cept whatis furnished her by her friends, and I am afraid she may
die before I ca%vget her bill up.

Mr. SULLOWAY. I hope that request will be granted.

Mr. COX. The Calendar number is 562,

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Cox
asks unanimous consent that House bill 9574 be now taken up.
there is no objection, the Clerk will read the bill.

There was no objection. )

The bill (H. R. 9574) to increase pension of Catharine Brown,
widow of Frank Brown, was read as follows: -

Be it enacted, etc., That the pension of Mrs. Catharine Brown, widow of
Frank Brown, be increased from $ per month to $£20 per month.

The amendments reported by the Committee on Pensions were
read and agreed to, as follows:

Change the title so as to read: “A bill granting an increase of pension to

Catharine A. Brown.”
Btrike out all after the enacting clause and substitute therefor the follow-

ing:

%''That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, authorized and
directed to place on the pension roll, subject to the provisionsand limita:
of the pension laws, the name of Catharine A. Bi widow of Be: in F.
Brown, late of Captain Cronch’s company, First Tennessce Mounted Volun-
teers, [ndian war, and pay her a pension at the rate of $20 per month in lien
of that she is now receiving.”
thThI-f bill as amended was laid aside to be reported favorably to

e House.

Mr. LOUDENSLAGER. Mr. Chairman, I desire to announce
in all fairness that I shall hereafter object to any pension bill
being taken ui) out of its regular order. My object is that busi-
ness may go along with confinuity and that we may have before
us such cases as have been regularly reported, and the bills and
reports of which are before the House.

GEORGE H. FRENCH,

g g"jhe i;mxt businags on the Private Calendar waghth&;nill (H. R.
320) increasing the pension of George H. French, Company A,
Forty-eighth Vgiaconsin Infantry.

The bill was read, as follows:

Be it enacted, ete.,, That the Becretary of the Interior is hereby authorized
and directed to place upon the pension roll of the United States, at the rate
of §£0 per month, George H. French, who served in Company A of the Forty-
eighth Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry, in lien of the pension he now draws
under certificate No. 65447,

The amendments reported by the Committee on Invalid Pensions
were read and agreed to, as follows: i

Strike out all after the word “place,” in line 4, and _insert the following:
“on the pension roll, subject to the provisions and limitations of the pen-
sion laws, the name of George H. French, late of Company A, Forty-eighth
ae&ment Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry, and pay him a pension at the rate
of £20 per month in lien of that he is now receiving.”

Amend titleso as toread: “A bill grantingan increase of pension to George
H. French.?

The bill as amended was laid aside to be reported favorably
the House.

AGNES K. CAPRON,

The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (S. 1908)

ting an increase of pension to Agnes K. Capron.

The bill was read, as follows:

Be it enacted, ete.. That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby,
authorized and directed to place on the pension roll, subject to the provisions
and limitations of the pens}::m laws, the name of Agnes ?R Capron, widow of
Allyn Capron, late captain, First Regiment United States Artillery, and pay
her a pension at the rate of $40 per month in lieu of that she is now melv&ag.

The amendment reported by the Committee on Invalid Pensions
was read, as follows:

In line 8 strike out * forty " and insert “twenty-five; " so as to make the
rate of the pension &5 per month,

Mr. O'GRADY. I should like to hear the reasons which in-
fluenced the committee in re inf this amendment.

Mr. LOUDENSLAGER. In reply to the inquiry of the gentle-
man from New York [Mr. O'GrabyY], I desire to say that the rea-
son this bill was not re by the committee at the maximum
rate of $30 a month was that this widow is possessed of a certain
amount of property outside of the pension she is now receiving.
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In disposing of these cases the committee has considered that in
order to be entitled to the maximum amount the claimant should
not have any property—should be totally dependent upon the pen-
sion forsupport. Webelieve in making a discrimination between
those widows who are left totally helpless, without property,
without any means of support, and those who are entirely depend-
ent, and those who have possibly thousands of dollars out at in-
terest. We think that the latter class ought not to be as largely
benefited by the bounty of this Government as those who are
entirely destitute—without any means of support. That is the
reason we have not reported the maximum amount.

Mr. O'GRADY. Mr. Chairman, as the House probably knows,
the beneficiary named in this bill is the widow of Captain Capron,
of Capron’s Battery. The pension claim under discussion a few
moments ago was that of the widow of young Captain Capron, of
the Rongh Riders. In other words, the son was killed in Cuba,
he being among the first of our soldiers to die there, and the
father died after his return from Cuba of disease contracted there,

Mr. LOUDENSLAGER. May I ask the gentleman a question?

Mr. O'GRADY. Yes, sir.

Mr, LOUDENSLAGER, Is this lady the own mother of the
son?

Mr. 'GRADY. Iam notfamiliar withthe facts; butthechair-
man of the committee'{Mr. Carrox], who seems to know, sa;
thﬁz;t this lady is the widow of one soldier and the mother of the
other.

This woman has been left with two young children—under 16
years of age. The only property she has is a small amount of in-
gurance she received upon her husband'’s life.

1t seems to me a sufficient reason has not been given by the com-
mittee for discriminating between these two women. I am per-
fectly willing to yield to the committee upon any proposition that
is reasonable. I believe that their action on the former bill was
proper enough, but I see no reason why they should have discrim-
inated against this woman or why she should not have received
the maximum of $30. The small amount of money she has
received asinsuranceu thelife of her husband will not be suffi-
cient to educate her children.

These two soldiers represent the second and third generations
of a family of soldiers, beginning with a first generation repre-
sented by one who was killed in the Mexican war. It isan un-
exam case of distinguished gallantry in each instance, and I
believe the House should defeat the amendment &;oposed by the
committee and agree to the amount fixed by the ate, granting
to the widow the maximum amount which the committee is con-
fessedly allowing in such cases,

Mr, GAINES. What is the amount reported?

Mr, O'GRADY. In this case they report a pension of $25 per
month to the House. The SBenate fixed it at $40 per month, In
the case of the widow of the som, which was acted upon a short
time ago, they fixed the amount at $30.

Mr. GAINES. I understood the gentleman to speak of some
er insurance which this lady had received. What is the amount
of it?

Mr. OGRADY. The amount, I think, is §4,000.

Mr. GAINES. What amount of pension do the children get?

Mr. O'GRADY. The two children are allowed $2 a month, and
the insurance of $4,000 at 4 per cent would produce $§160 a year.

Mr. BROMWELL. DMr. Chairman, I wish to take the floor for
a moment to explain the difference in the two cases.

The statement of Mrs. Capron, in the form of an affidavit now
before the committee, shows that she gets $4,000 life insurance.
Now, assuming that this is loaned out at 4 per cent, although it
may be loaned out af a higher rate, she gets an income of $160 a
year from that source. That is something over $13 a month.

Under this bill she gets $25 a month pension and §4 a month
for the two children until they become 16 years of age. This
amount allowed by the Government, together with the income of
$13 a month by way of interest on the $4,000 at 4 per cent, makes
842 a month she will get in the way of income, Now, if there is
to be any distinction or discrimination in these matters, it seems
to me it should have been made in the other case rather than in
this one, where the commirttee allowed £30 a month. These are
the facts and the reason on which the committee bases the dis-
tinction.

‘While the maximum for a captain’s widow is §30 a month pen-
sion, yet the independent income of this lady, when added to what
ghe is allowed in the pending bill, and the allowance made to the
children until they are 16 years of age, will give her far in excess
of the other Capron bill; and we see no good reason why the
amount of pension should be put at the maximum of §30. That
is the reason why the committee acted. Under the law she is
entiiled to 820, but we give an increase of 25 per cent when we
make it §25.

Mr. DE VRIES. How old are these children?

Mr. BROMWELL. Itisstated in the report; one is, I think,
about 15 years of age and the other 13,

Mr. DE VRIES. And in one year therefore $2 will be cut off
of the allowance of this widow, and in another year $2 more.

Mr. BROMWELL. When the law fixes the limit at 16 years,
the supposition is that at that age the children would become
capable of taking care of themselves or self-supporting. We
make a limit of 16 years in all other cases. Instead of being a
burden after they are 16 years of age, it is supposed that these
bo)ﬁle will be in a position to help themselves and to help their
mother.

Mr. DE VRIES. This, I understand, is the pension for the
mother of Captain Capron, who was killed in Cuba?

Mr. BROMWELL., Yes; the other was for the wife. One of
these officers died of sickmess, the other was killed in action.
The father died September 18, 1808, of typhoid fever, following
an attack of dysentery in Cuba. He hm; i)een in the Army for
some thirty-five years,

Mr. FITZGERALD of Massachusetts. Is it not a fact that he
was brevetted major after his death?

Mr. BRO L. That is true; but the brevet rank is not
taken into consideration in the Pension Bureau or in the consid-
eratg.on of pensions by the Pension Committee; only the actual

ran

Mr, FITZGERALD of Massachusetts. I aggreciata that. Bat
does it not show the fact that if he had lived for a few months
longer he wounld have had a major’s commission, and his widow
would have been entitled to the pension of that rank?

: Mr. BRO&WELL. Oh, if is trlée htl:g. if he had lived he ai‘lnglllig
ave gone into the pines an me a major-general,

is true also that ifPlhﬁlhgnd lived his widow would gn?:: be here

now asking for a pension under the f)em:ion laws of the country.

Mr. OG- Y. Mr. Chairman, I desire to add a single word
to what I have said. Omne of the boys of Mrs. Capron is now 15
years and 9 months of age, as I understand it. In four months
more the widow will lose the $2 a month pension which she now
receives for him. So that it is not right to say that she is going
to receive that pension for this boy. The other boy is 13 years of
age. She will have to educate these boys after they are 16 until
they reach their mna ng

Mr. BROMWELL. Even if you count out the $2 a month for
the two children, she still will have an income, under this bill, if
it passes, of $§25 pension and $13 from her life insurance, maki
$3%, which is $8 a month more than was given in the other Capron
case, which is equally meritorious.

Mr. OGRADY. answer to the gentleman from Ohio, I de-
iim to sa;;etgmt when the commitbaebcomgic 1§ hﬁem and say they

ave upon a certain figure by w they are going to
stand, I am wi]}?.ug to stand with them; but when they use their
jndgment and discriminate as to how much they shall allow for
this pensioner or that pensioner in lieu of something which she
may have, then I say that this House itself can make that allow-
ance.

It is no more than riﬁanﬂfnir that this woman shounld receive
the amount which she been voted by the Senate, and therefore
1 hope that the House will disagree to the amendment of the House
committee and vote for the amount of this pension as agreed upon
by the Senate—$40 a month—voting down the House amendment.

Mr. DE VRIES. Mr. Chairman, I think that in this case the
House should at least allow the amount to this widow which has
been adopted as ihe rule of the committee, namely, $30 a month,

1t has n developed here that the circumstances which have
been taken into account by the committee in order that this widow
should be denied $5 a month are two: First, that the children re-
ceive $§2 per month each, or §4 in all; and second, that she has
£4,000 in life insurance.

It has been further developed that the $1
children will soon terminate under the law. Within one year §2
of that amount will be cut off, and within three years more $2
further of that amount will be cut off; and I submit to this House,
in all candor and fairness, that in a fair determination of the pen-
sion due this widow we should take into consideration the fact
that she has two children fo educate and maintain from the age
of 16 until they are able to earn a livelihood for themselves,
and this can be no more than equalized by the $4,000 life insur-
ance which she is fortunate enough to possess. I submit, there-
fore, she should be given at least the amount allowed in other
cases, or £30 per month, considering that the $4 allowed for the
children and the interest upon the insurance money is offset by
the necessity which is upon her of educating and maintaining
those children until they are able to maintain themselves,

Mr. LOUDENSLAGER. Idesireto sayaword or two in reply
to the remarks of the gzﬂeman from New York [Mr. O'GrRADY|
and of the gentleman from California [Mr. De VRIES].

In regard to the maximum amount allowed by the committee,
we allow the maximum amount to a captain’s widow of $30; or,
in other words, we e them according to what we think is
equitable and just, what the regular law allows, twenty to
thirty dollars,

r month for the
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The object of the Pensions Committee and of pension legislation
in this House in passing special acts was to conform to the line of
equity, and [ am sure the gentleman from New York or the gentle-
man from California would not think that equity would be done
by establishing the maximum rate in this case and a minimum
rate, or between the maximum and minimum rate, in other cases
more meritorious.

In my judgment this is a very equitable disposition of this case.
As I understand the object of the pension law, it is to keep pen-
sioners from want and from necessity. This widow, under this
Iaw, will get more in proportion than the other widow will get
under the special law we have just g

And I want to call the aftention of the committee to the fact
that the injustice which has been done in the Fa.st by special leg-
islation has generally occurred when the applicants had a social
standing sufficiently strong to direct the attention of members to
their cases.

Before our committee to-day we have bills pending for increases
of the pensions of widows of 63 officers who fought in the Spanish
war, and we have but one bill for the increase of the pension of
the widow of a private in that war.

‘When you increase a private pension bill here beyond the line
of equity and justice, you do inequity and injustice to all other
pension claimants, and I trust that the action of this committee
will conform to the action of the Committee on Pensions,

Mr. RIDGELY. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a
question?

Mr. LOUDENSLAGER. Certainly.

Mr, RIDGELY. Do you think we would have trouble in get-
ting officers to serve in onr Armyif we should put them and their
dependents npon the same scale as the privates in their pension

matters?

Mr. LOUDENSLAGER. I donot know that we would; but I
wish fo say,in reply to the gentleman, that not only in the pension
laws, but the rules governing all trades and professions recognize
ability. So we haverecognized it here. But what I want to call
the attention of the committee to is, not to go too far; not to make
the discrimination too great. The records of these officers are
gallant and meritorions; yet behind them, and making it possible
for them to make such records, were the boys behind the gunns—
the boys in blue—and they deserve from us some consideration.
We ought not to be for legislation for high pensions for some
particular one, but we ought to be for such pension legislation as
18 equitable and just, and grant pensions that are equitable and
just to all. I trust this committee will conform to the action of
the Committee on Pensions. The committee have considered all
the cases that have been brought before them, and given them
what they consider they are fairly entitled to, after a fair consid-
eratian: and peopleshonld not insist upon having a higher pension
or a higher rate of pension than they are willing to accord to like
rank and condition. [Loud applause.]

Mr. FITZGERALD of Massachusetts. I desire to say only a
few words in reply to the statement made by the gentleman from
New Jersey and to call the attention of the House to the fact that
Captain Capron was in the Army practically all his life, and yet
when he died, owing to the slow manner in which promotions
were made, he never was above the rank of captain,

Mr. BROMWELL. And drew a good salary.

Mr., FITZGERALD of Massachusetts. He would have drawn
a much larger salary if he had not died in the performance of his
duty at Bantiago, as can be judged by the number of promotions
which have taken place since that date. Captain Capron was bre-
vetted after his death as major, and this should entitle him to
greater consideration.

Mr. BROMWELL. That is true.

Mr. LOUDENSLAGER, I would like to ask the gentleman a
question,

Mr. FITZGERALD of Massachusetts. In a moment. I think
it is a pretty poor spectacle for the House of Representatives, with
the Treasury overflowing, as the Secretary of the Treasury said
the other day—£80,000,000 surplus this year and $90,000,000 next
year—in the case of a man who gave his entire life to his country
and died in the service, to give his widow to support her and her
family in her declining years but $25 a month.

I think I have as much sympathy for the common soldier as the
gentleman from New Jersey has, and I say that if the opinion of
the common soldier were consulted, he would insist on a proper
pension for the family of a deceased officer. I do not think itis
fair to bring up a comparison of that kind in order to influence
the House against increasing the pension of this worthy widow.
I do not think that when a man has served the Government all
his life, has made his oath of allegiance to the Government to
defend it with his life, as he did in this instance, and then in the
declining years of her life, when the widow seeks the Government
for support, that this Honse of Representatives can justly say that
$295 per month is a snfficient pension.

I would like to ask any member of Congress on this floor, if he

shonld die to-morrow, after his wife and family had been accus-
tomed toliving at the rate of $3,000 per year, as was the case with
this officer; how he would like to see that wife and family eke out
an existence on $25 per month? Mr. Chairman, this is the richest
Government on the face of God’s earth. Every time its life has
been threatened it was the same common soldier and sailor, led by
the trained officers of the Army and Navy, who saved the Govern-
ment, and we shonld be liberal in our treatment of the families of
these men. I think the taxpayer, whom some of the gentlemen
in the House are so0 anxious to protect, is anxious and willing to
give the soldier his just due, and I do not think there is a fair-
minded citizen in this country to-day who thinks $25 per month is
sufficient pension for the widow of such a brave, noble, and dis-
tingunished officer as Captain Capron.

Mr. RIDGELY. Mr. Chairman, on behalf of privates and de-
gz]ndents of privates who have pension bills pending upon this

endar, I hope this discussion may end. e have heard both

sides. It is simplya question of 85 amonthinvolved tothe widow
of an officer, and I hope this discussion may end right here and
let us vote. [Cries of *“ Vote!”]

Mr. GREEN of Pennsylvania and Mr. LouD rose.

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Pennsylvania having

ar;}_l:ten once before, the Chair will recognize the gentleman from

ornia.

Mr. GREEN of Pennsylvania. I havenotspoken on thisclaim.
o '.'{‘_}}a CE[AIRMAN . The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
alifornia.

Mr. LOUD. Mr. Chairman, I hope the Committee on Pensions
will recognize the difficulty of the situation thet confronts them,
It is but the result of your own vicious system, You have at-
tempted to discriminate between two widows, unfortunately bear-
ing the same name. It wonld seem to me from a casual glance
that the widow of the other officer had the most equity, in that
her husband bad the longest service; but I can not understand
how any reasonable man could advocatean increase of pension in
either of these cases above what the law gives them.

Now, as the chairman of the Committee on Pensions says, 63
cases are before him af present. I think about all of them
the other branch of Congress. I think every application that has
been made, and so far has received consideration at the hands of
the other body, has passed. Now, this condition confronts yon.
You are going to increase the pensions of the widow of every offi-
cer who lost his life incidentally as the result of the late Spanish
war,

Is it fair or decent to do this? Ts it not the decent thing to do,
if you think the widow of a captain ought to have $25 or $30, to
pass a general law? The committee say they have fixed the max-
imum, and I can not understand why the committee should as-
sume the right to fix the maximnm compensation of a widow
when the law itself has fixed the maximum, beyond which they
have no right to go,’except when they consider the equities of that
particular case; and when we consider the equities of a particular
case, we consider the special meritorious and gallant services of
the late husband. .

Mr. BROMWELL. May I suggest to the gentleman that the
Committee on Pensions has, in many instances, tnrned down bills
calling for more than the law allows when there were no circums-
stances of merit in the claim. These two Capron cases, for the
reason stated by the gentleman from Massachusetts and the gen-
tleman from New York, by reason of distinguished services, were
considered cases where the committee could conscientiously recom-
mend something beyond the law. I will say to the gentleman
from California, and to the members of this House, that we have
turned down and laid upon the table a number of cases where
there were no special circumstances of merit entitling the claim-
ant to anything beyond the amount allowed by law.

The committee has attempted to do just what the gentleman
from California snggests—conform to the law. Inordinary cases
that had no merit in them, or special circumstances of hardshi
and suffering, the committee have turned those claims down an
laid them on the fable, and they will not come to the House for
action, We have not felt constrained in every case where a bill
came before us to necessarily report the maximum. Every case
has received individual consideration, not alone by the members
of the subcommittee, but by the Committee on Pensions itself.

_Mr. LOUD. I want tosay in regard to the Committee on Pen-
sions that they not only deserve the ‘thanks of this Congress, but
the thanks of the whole country for striving to the best of their
ability to stem the tide which it seems is covering us all. So
much for the committee. Now, let us take the case of Lillian
Capron. I find that this officer entered the service in October,
1890. It is true he was killed. Yet it is true that there were
many thousands killed in the struggle from 1861 to 1865. Why
should the widow of a person who was killed in the Spanish war
be entitled to and receive any more consideration than any other
widow? I fail to see. Was it a more holy war? One was under-
taken, as acknowledged by all to-day, North and South, to sustain

.
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and perpetuate the nation. The other, as some people believe,
was to snbjugate a le. But whatever the cause of the last
war, was it any more holy than the other? I ask you, Mr. Chair-
man, and members of this House, were their services any greater
or more meritorions than those during the war from 1861 to 18657
Now, you are establis]s_ilgg a precedent here that wherever a
widow of a person who died as the result, incidentally or other-
wise, of the late war, who was a captain, you will give her at
least $25 a month if she has got the conrage to come to Congress;
and if she has ma good many friends yon ywill give her 830, and
then the other v will give her $40 or §50; and when youar bills
et into conference the inevitable result will follow there. The
mmittee on Pensions will be swept along, as they have been so
far, and will be swept still further along by the other branch of
Congress, and you will find yourselves giving to widows of officers
of the late war $10, $15, $25 a month in every instance in excess of
the law where no man can reasonably assume that there is even

uity.
qu did not desire to speak on this pension rllueation until we
reached these very cases. This is the threshold; to-day you are
setting the precedent for all time to come. As I pointed out to
the House three or four weeks ago, our friends on this side of the
House are as much interested in pushing these cases of the Span-
ish war widows as you are upon that side. Perhaps it is well, as
I suggested to you before, perhaps the more speed with which
you can pass these cases the greater the number you can pass,
may accomplish results that all honest men wish may come as
soon as possible—a thousand an hour, and the country may then
beﬁ’l? to ascertain what yon are doing.

. DE VRIES. Mr, Chairman, in order to bring before the
House one phase of this matter, I desire to submit an amendment
to the amendment, striking out * twenty-five” and inserting
“‘thirty; ” sothat the amonnt of the pension shall be $30 a month.
In support of this amendment I shall submit one or two remarks.
We have just passed a bill allowing $30 to Mrs. Lillian Capron,
the widow of the son of the lady who is the applicant in the case
before the House. We are now considering the case of the mother
of the deceased son, who was the husband of Lillian Capron; and
it is proposed by the committee to allow her $25 a month—§5 less
than we voted to the widow of this lady’s son.

The son went into the Army in 1890, and was killed in 1809.
The father went into the Army in 1863; served from that date to
the time of his death, and died as the result of disease contracted
in the Cuban war—the same service in which his son died. The
widow of the son has lost a husband; the widow of the father has
lost a husband and son. The widow of the son has nobody to de-

end on for support. The widow of the father has two children
epending upon her.
the committee in this'case is going to contend for uniformity,
I submit that the pension of the mother who reared the son in
order that he might fight in the battles of his country, and who
comforted the husbang during the years of his service from 1863
down to a very recent period (the father of this husband having
fallen in the Mexican war), we can establish uniformity by giving
to the mother at least as much as we have given to the widow of
the son.

I submit that an allowance of $30 a month isnot anfair, I sub-
mit that the $4,000 life insurance is more than offset by the duty
devolving upon the widow to support, maintain, and educate in
a becoming manner two children after the age of 16. While we
should be just to the widow, we should not forget the mother, the
relictof a brave family of soldiers who haveall lost theirlives in the
battles of our country. The mothers are entitled to our first at-
tention.

Mr. BROMWELL. Mr. Chairman, one minute more and I shall
be through. The gentleman who has just taken his seat says
that we should make these allowances uniform. That is exactly
what the committee propose to do. The gentleman draws a dis-
tinction between these twowidows, speaking of the oneas having
children and the other not. He did not refer to the fact that one
has 34,000 of money to invest, from which she can derive an in-
come of §13 a month, while the other has not a cent except her
pension. I say, let us have uniformity, if we can get it; but we
can get it better by following the action of the committee than
by adopting any other proposition here submitted.

Mr. THROPP. Mr. Chairman, I move to amend the amend-
ment of the gentleman from California [Mr. DE VRIES|, so as to
make the amonnt of this pension $40 instead of $25.

The CHATIRMAN, The original text of the bill proposed to
allow $40, and that allowance will be reached by defeating all the
amendments proposing to change that sum. The question before
the House is on an amendment offered by the gentleman from
California [Mr. DE VriEs] making the amount of the proposed
pension §30 instead of $25,as proposed by the committee.

The question being taken on the amendment of Mr. DE VRIES,
it was not agreed to.

The question being again taken upon the amendment of the

?mmittg:, to strike out $40 and insert $25, it was adopted—ayes
J, noes 34.

Mr. FITZGERALD of Massachusetts. Mr. Chairman, is it in
order now to ask unanimous consent that we have a vote on the
$30 proposition, soas to make thismatter uniform? [donot think
there will be any objection to this request.

The CHAIR. . The Chair will state to the gentleman from
Massachusetts that the House has,a moment ago, voted down the
$30 proposition.

Several MEMBERS. Regular order!

Mr, FITZGERALD of Massachusetts. Ibelieve I have the floor;
and I desire to make a parliamentary inquiry. Is there any way
in which the Committee of the Whole can vote at the present time
on the $30 proposition?

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair repeats, that the vote taken a
few moments ago was uII)on that proposition.

Mr. GROSVENOR. I rise toa point of order, which is that
the honr of 5 o'clock has arrived, and the Committee must now
rise; that no further business is in order.

The CHAIRMAN. The point of order is not well taken.

Mr. LOUDENSLAGER. Imove that the bill belaid aside with
a favorable recommendation.

_ Mr. GAINES. Mr. Chairman, I ask unanimous consent to print
in the RECORD reports Nos. 702 and 714, bearing upon these two
pension bills. -

The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Tennessee?

There was no objection.

The reports referred to by Mr. GAINES are as follows:

Mr. LOUDENSLAGER, from the Committee on Pensions, submitted the fol-
lowing report:

The Committee on Penslons, to whom was referred the bill (8, 1005) grant-
ing an increase of pension to Lillian Capron, beg to submit the following re-
port and recommend that said bill do pass with an nmendment:

The bill is accompanied by Benate rt No. 811, this session, and the fol-
lowing facts are quoted therefrom:

i b Lill proposes to grant an increase of Eensi{m to Lillian Capron,
widow of Allyn K. Capron, late captain Troop L, First Regiment United
Btat=>s Volunteer Cavalry, war with Spain.

** The soldier entered the service as a private in Troop B, Fourth United
States Cavalry, October 2, 18%). He was promoted through the grades of
corporal and sergeant, and_on October 7, 15803, was appointed a second lieu-
tenant, Fifth United States Infantry, and November 50, 1804, was transferred
to the Seventh United States Cavalry.

*Om the outbreak of the war with Spain he was mustered in as a captain in
the First United Stutes Volunteer 'ava]r?. and by his skill and military
knowle%g contributed largely to the organization and efficiency of that regi-
ment. 3 ability and bravergv are matters of public knowledge.

** Captain Capron was one of the first victims of the war with Spain, hav-
ing been killed in battle near Sevilla. Cuba, June 24, 1808,

** The claimant has been allowed a pension of §20 per month, this being the
pension provided by the general law for acaptain’s widow. Ehe has no other
income. In her affidavit executed January 24, 1900, she states * that her tmlg
income is the £20 a month pension which she receives as the widow ot the sai
officer, and that this said amount is her only means of su]]laport.‘

“Testimony of disinterested witnesses is on file with the bill in corrobora-
tion of the claimant’s statement as to her dependency."

Your committes belie after very careful consideration of this case, that
the facts are sufficient to 1ustity an increase of the clalmant’s pension, but
not to the extent proposed by the Senate bill. The ﬁanernl law rating for the
widows of captains of the Army is §%, and it is believed that an increase of
50 per cent in this allowance will give Mrs. Capron substantial relief, and will
be as high a rating as can be granted wit.‘l;iﬁropr!sty and justice.

It is therefore recommended that the be amended soas to fix the rating

at ﬁil) per month.
i !;' LOUDENSLAGER also snbmitted the following report, to accompany the

The Committea on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (8. 1908) nt-
ing an increase of pension to Agnes K. Capron, beg leave to submit the fol-
lowing report and recommend that said bill do pass, with an amendment.

The hill is accompanied by Senate Report No. 812, this session, and the fol-
lowing is gquoted therefrom:

“This bill proposes to increase the pension of Agnes K. Capron, widow of
;U]SE? Uapmmtlgm captain, First Regiment United States Artillery, from $20

o §7 month.

“The military records show that soldier was a cadet at the United States
Military Academy from September 1, 1863, to June 17, 1867, when he was grad-
uated and appointed second lieutenant, First United States Artillery. He
was promoted to first lientenant Angust 19, 1873, and to captain December 4,
1888,  He was honor dunte of the Artiilery School, Fort Monroe, Va., in
1873, and participa in the campaign against the Sioux Indians in 1890 and
1891, being engaged in the battles at Wounded Knee Creek, South Dakota,
December 29, 1800, and near Catholic Mission, South Dakota, December 30,
180, He was commended in General Orders, No. 100, Adjutant-General's
Office, December 17, 1801, *for gallant service in action against hostile Sionx
Indians at Wounded Knee Creek, South Dakota. on December 24, and near
the Catholic Mission, on White C’ia(y Creek, Bouth Dakota, on December 30,
1890." He died September 18, 1898, of typhoiwd fever, fn]lowinﬁ malaria dysen-
tery, contracted in Cuba, having had in the Army twenty-five years of con-
tinuous service. s 1PN I

“His widow, the claimant under this bill, is now receiving a pension of $20
per month, with the usual pension for two children under 16 yedrs of age.

“In an affidavit filed with the committee the claimant states that ‘her
only income is the §20 per month pension she receives as widow of said officer;
that she has two children, Paul, 15 years, and Webster, aged 15 years,
each of whom receives §2 per month; that there are 31.0(1) instrance money,
wh.ic‘t‘x will have to be expended for the support and education of the chil-

ren.
*In a letter dated January 26, 1000, she states: ‘I am now dependent upon
Captain Capron’s relations.’ .
*Claimant’s allegations as to her financial condition are substantiated by
the testi wit hnvi.ngiapemmal knowledge of the facts.”
Your committee fully appreciate the brave and honorable record of this
officer and are d.isposedy to make some recoguition of it in this bill for the

:Of
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benefit of his widow, but it 1s not believed that in justice to numerous other
widows of captains who draw but $20 the increase of pension to Mrs. Capron
should be as fa.rga as that fpro d by the bill. The claimant is now in re-
miéat. of $24 per month (£ for herself and £ for each of her two children),
and an added allowance of 85 per month will, until her oldest child becomes
16 years of age, make her monthly allowance €9, and this, with her other
mesans, should enable her to live in some degree of comfort.

The Benate bill as passed fixes the rate of pension at $i0 per month, and

onr committee reccmmend that this be amended so as to fix the rating at
per month.

Mr, FITZGERALD of Massachusetts, Mr. Chairman, does the
presentation of the motion of the gentleman from New Jersey
grevent a motion for the reconsideration of the vote on the thirty-

ollar question?

'é‘he CHAIRMAN. No motion for reconsideration will be in
order. '
_Mr. WILLIAMS of Mississippi. I move that the committee
rise.

Mr, LOUDENSLAGER. Mr, Chairman,I have made a motion
that this bill be laid aside. [ :

Mr. GROSVENOR. Mr. Chairman, I would like to have the
order read providing for this session.

Mr. LOUDENSLAGER. I havealready moved that the bill be
laid aside with a favorable recommendation.

The CHAIRMAN. The first business will be that the House
must come to order, Gentlemen will please be seated.

Mr. GROSVENOR. Mr. Chairman, I make the point of order
that the rule provides for the adjournment of the session at 5
o'clock on these days. I think the gentleman in the Chair is not
gquite aware of the order under which we are acting. I may be
mistaken; but if I am nof mistaken, I think this session must
adjourn at b o'clock,

he CHAIRMAN., The Clerk will read the order of the House,

The Clerk read as follows:

Resolved, That during the remainder of this C-ongl'l;em the second and fonrth
Friday in each month, after the disposal of such business on the Speaker’'s
table as requires reference only, shall be set apart for the consideration of
private pension bills, bills for the removal of political disabilizies, and bills
removing charges of desertion.

Mr. DALZELL. Buf, Mr. Chairman, that is nof all of the lan-
guage that is nsed in the rules.

The CHATIRMAN. The guestion is on laying aside the bill be-
fore the House. Without objection it will be laid aside,

Mr. GREEN of Pennsylvania. I object.

Mr. LOUDENSLAGER. I move that it be laid aside.

Mr. GREEN of Pennsylvania. I move thatthe committee rise.

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on the motion of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey [Mr. LOUDENSLAGER] that the bill be
}i.liq aside to be reported to the House with a favorable recommen-

ation. -

The motion was agreed to; and accordingly the bill was laid
aside to be so reported.

Mr. SULLOWAY. Mr, Chairman, I moye that the committee
now rise and report the bills to the House with such action as may
have been taken in the Committee of the Whole.

The motion was agreed to.

The committee accordingly rose; and Mr. HEPBURN, as Speaker
pro tempore, took the chair,

Mr. CAPRON reported that the Committee of the Whole Hounse,
lxa.vingi had under consideration bills of the Senate of the follow-
ing titles, had directed him fo report the same favorably without
amendment, and that said bills do pass, viz:

3 % 1251, An act granting an increase of pension to Celia A.
effers;

8. 2375. An act granting a pension to Mary A. Russell; :

8. 820. An act granting an increase of pension to Allen Buck-
ner;

H‘S. 2200. An act granting an increase of pension to Frederick
iggins;

S. 645. Anact granting an increase of pension to David Hunter;

S. 1265. An act granting a pension to Elender Herring:

S. 1194, An act granting an increase of pension to John B. Ritz-

man;
! S, 994, An act granting an increase of pension to Casper Mil-
er, jr.:

8. B19. An act granting an increase of pension to Benjamin F.
Bourne;
Fb‘. 239, An act granting an increase of pension fo Rhoda A.

oster;

5. 1419, An act granting an increase of pension to Annie B,
Goodrich;

S. 2167. An act granting an increase of pension to Franklin C.
Plantz;

5. 62, An act granting an increass of pension to Robert Black;

5. 241. An act granting a pension to Patrick Layhee;

S. 1831. An act granting an increase of pension to Ellen C,
Abbott;

S. 200. An act granting an increase of pension to Cornelia De
Peyster Black;

§. 208, An act granting an increase of pension to Josephine I.

Offley;
8. 1729. Anact granting an increaseof pension to OliverJ. Lyon;
8. 531. An act granting a pension to Henrietta Cummins;
8. 1721. An act granting an increase of pension to Amos H.
Goodnow; and :
S. 2622, An act granting a pension to Maria A. Thompson.
S, 1250, An act granting a pension to Hattie E. Redfield;
Ksﬂ 2220, An act granting an increase of pension to Eudora S,
elly;
S. 1309. An act granting an increase of pension to Herman Piel;
8. 1960, An act granting an increase of pension to Eli .J, March;
S. 1298, An act granting an increase of pension to Oscar Taylor;
5. 1268, An act granting a pension to Sarah R. Burrell;
WS" 3ﬁg An act granting an increase of pension to Mrs., Arethusa
right;
S.1255. An act granting an increase of pension to James M,
Simeral;
3. 261. An act granting an increase of pension to Lizzie H.
Hyndman;
5. 1769. An act granting an increass of pension to Henry Frank;
2 8. 1228. An act granting an increase of pension to Thomas Jor-
an; -
S. 2686. An act granting an increase of pension to Mary E. Law;
Sts. 677. An act granting an increase of pension to Jerusha W.
Urgis;
S. 883, An act granting an increase of pension to Henry Atkin-

son;

S. 1264. An act granting an increase of pension to James A.
Southard;

8. 2742, An act restoring to the pension roll the nume of Annie
A. Gibson;

8. 8017, An act granting an increase of pension to Julia M.
Edie; and ]

S]S.It%sl. An act granting an increase of pension to Joseph W.
telton.

Mr. CAPRON also reported that the Committee of the Whole
House, having had under consideration bills of the House of the
following titles, had directed him to report the same with amend-
ment and with the recommendation that as amended said bills do

pass:

H. R, 1737. A bill to grant a pension to Cora I. Cromwell;

H. R. 1801. A bill granting a pension to Elijah Biddle;

H.'R. 3655. A bill granting a Pension to Mrs. Margaret Burns,
as widow of Peter Burns, late of Company F, Twenty-third Regi-
ment Illinois Volunteer Infantry, in the war of the rebellion;
Pr]ii' R. 1943, A bill granting an increase of pension to Simon

ce;

H. R. 8830. A bill granting an increase of pension to William F.
224. A bill granting a pension to Jeremiah B, Moore;

% A bill for the relief of Flora B. Hinds;

H. R. 1381, A bill granting a pension to J., J. Angell;

H. R. 2351, A bill granting an increase of pension to Festus
Dickinson;

H. R. T624.
McBride;

H. R. 8574, A bill granting an increase of pension to Catherine
Brown, widow of Frank Brown; and

H. R, 4520. A bill granting an increase of pension to George H.
French. Company A, Forty-eighth Wisconsin Infanfry.

Mr. CAPRON also reported that the Committes of the Whole
House, having had under consideration bills of the Senate of the
following titles, had reported them with amendment, and with:
the recommendation that as amended said bills do pass:

S. 2042, An act granting an increase of pension to William
Padgett;

8. 1905. An act granting an increase of pension to Lillian Ca-
pron;

5.1906. An act granting an increase of pension to Agnes Capron.

Mr. SULLOWAY. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimons consent that
the previous question may be considered as ordered upon the
several bills reported from the Committee of the Whole and the
amendments thereto to their passage,

The SPEAKER pro temnpore. Is there objection to the request
of the gentleman from New Hampshire?

Mr. LOUDENSLAGER. I do not object except to the lastbill,

Mr. SULLOWAY. That is all right; it is included.

Mr. LOUDENSLAGER. 1 have no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair hears no objection to
thg rreerétzest of the gentleman from New Hampshire, and it is so
ordered.

A bill granting an increase of pension to Pleasant H.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE,

By unanimous consent, leave of absence was granted as follows:
To Mr., PowERs, for two weeks, on account of important busi-
ness,
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To Mr. BRUNDIDGE, indefinitely, on account of sickness.

To Mr. Youxa, for one week, on account of important business.

To Mr. PaiLLirs, for ten days, on account of important business.

To Mr, BouTeELL of Illinois, for to-day and to-morrow, on ac-
connt of iliness in his family.

To Mr. McLalx, for this day, on account of illness.

To Mr. MorGAN, for ten days, on account of important business.

ORDER OF BUSINESS,

Mr, PAYNE. I move that the House do now adjourn.

Mr. THOMAS of North Carolina. Iask the gentleman to with-
draw that motion for a moment so that I may make a statement.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman from New York
moves that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was ﬁ'reed to; and accordingly (at 5 o'clock and 5
minutes p. m.) the House adjourned. :

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, ETC.

Under clause 2 of Rule XXIV, the following executive com-
munications were taken from the Speaker’s table and referred by
the Speaker as follows: e

A letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting a copy
of a communication from the Supervising Surgeon-General of the
Marine-Hospital Service submitting an estimate of appropriation
for maintenance of quarantine service—to the Committee on Ap-
propriations, and orgered to be printed. f

A letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting a copy
of a communication from the Attorney-General submitfing an
estimate of appropriation for fees and expenses in the Weil and
La Abra case—to the ittee on Appropriations, and ordered
to be printed. .

A letter from the assistant clerk of the Court of Claims, trans-
mitting a copy of the findings filed by the court in the case of
J. J. D. Miller, administrator of estate of John D. Miller, against
the United States—to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered
to be printed. c

A letter from the assistant clerk of the Court of Claims, trans-
mitting a copy of the findings filed by the conrt in the case of
Kenneth R. gendleton against the United States—to the Commit-
tee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. .

A letter from the assistant clerk of the Court of Claims, trans-
mitting a copy of the conclusions of law and fact in the case of
ship Star, John Burchmore, master, against the United States—
to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed.

A letter from the Secretary of War, recommending the transfer
of certain buildings at Key West to the Convent of Mary Immac-

nlate—to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be |.

rinted.
P A letter from the Secretary of the Interior, transmitting the
draft of a bill and a letter from the Commissioner of the General
Land Office, relating to grazing in forest reserves—to the Com-
mittee on the Public Lands, and ordered to be printed.

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PUBLIC BILLS AND
RESOLUTIONS.

Under clause 2 of Rule XIII, bills and resolutions of the follow-
ing titles were severally reported from committees, delivered to
the Clerk, and referred to the several Calendars therein named,
as follows: "

Mr. MARSH, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to which
was referred the bill of the House (H. R. 4742) to amend section
1225 of Revised Statutes, so as to provide for detail of active or
retired officers of the Army and Navy to assist in military instruc-
tion in public schools, reported the same with amendment, accom-
panied by a report (No. 1000); which said bill and report were
referred to the House Calendar. ;

Mr. WANGER, from the Committee on Interstate and Foreign

mmerce, to which was referred the bill of the House (H. R.

) to provide for adding to and completing specimens and pro-
ductions, both natural and manufactured, of the United States
and of foreign countries, to be exhibited in the Philadelphia
Musenms for the purpose of increasing the trade of the United
States, reported the same without amendment, accompanied by
a report (No. 1001); which said bill and report were referred to
the Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union.

Mr. MOODY of Oregon, from the Committee on the Public
Lands, to which was referred the bill of the Senate (IS. 2866) to
extend the provisions of section 8 of the act entitled “*An act to
repeal timber-culture laws, and for other purposes,” approved
March 3, 1891, concerning prosecutions for cutting timber on
public lands, to California, Oregon, and Washington, reported
the same without amendment, accompanied by a rﬂmrt (No.
loed!i)r; which said bill and report were referred to the House Cal-
endar,

|

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PRIVATE BILLS AND
RESOLUTIONS.

Under clause 2 of Rule XITI, private bills and resolutions of the
following titles were severally reported from committees, deliv-
ered to the Clerk, and referred to the Committee of the Whole
House, as follows:

Mr. bAYTON, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, to which
was referred the bill of the House (H. R. 8208) to remove the
charge of desertion from the record of Walter Allen, of the United
States Navy, reported the same with amendment, accompanied
by a relggrt (No. 1003); which said bill and report were referred
to the Private Calendar, :

Mr. NEEDHAM, from the Committee on Claims, to which was
referred the bill of the House (H. R. 6391) for the relief of Austin
A, Yates, reported the same without amendment, accompanied
by a report (No. 1004): which said bill and report were referred
to the Private Calendar,

PUBLIC BILLS, RESOLUTIONS, AND MEMORIALS
INTRODUCED.

Under clause 3 of Rule XXII, bills, resolntions, and memorials
?fntho following titles were introduced and severally referred as

ollows:

By Mr. HOPKINS: A bill (H. R, 10696) relating to the Twelfth
and subsequent censnses, and giving the Director thereof addi-
tional power and anthority in certain cases, and for other pur-
poses—to the Committee on the Census.

By Mr, RIDGELY: A bill (H., R. 10697) to amend section 4787,
Revised Statutes of the United States, as amended by the act of
gehr_uary 27, 1877, and March 3, 1891—to the Committee on Invalid

ensions.

By Mr. SOUTHARD: A bill (H. R. 10898) to amend an act
amending the act entitled ‘““An act to authorize the receipt of
United States gold coin in exchange for bars "—to the Committee
on Coinage, Weights, and Measures.

Also, a bill (H. R. 10699) to authorize the holding of foreign coin
as bullion—to the Committee on Coinage, Weights, and Measures,

By Mr. VREELAND: A bill (H. R. 10700) to coufirm a lease
K}fth_ the Seneca Nation of Indians—to the Committee on Indian

airs.

By Mr. MORRIS: A bill (H. R. 10701) to amend section 6, chap-
ter 119, United States Statutes at Large numbered 24—to the
Committee on Indian Affairs.

By Mr. BULL: A bill (H. R. 10732) to reimburse certain States
for expensesincurred in aiding the United States to raiseand equip
the Volunteer Army of the United States in the war with Spain—
to the Committee on War Claims,

By Mr. CUMMINGS: A joint resolution (H. J. Res. 235) an-
thorizing the exhibit of Government relics at the New York Print-
ing Exposition from May 2 to June 2, 1900—to the Committee on
Appropriations.

By Mr. WEEKS: A joint resolution (H. J. Res. 236) proyiding
for asurvey of the St. Clair Flats Canal, in the State of Michigan—
to the Committee on Rivers and Harbors.

By Mr. METCALF: A concurrent resolution (H., C. Res. 38)
for the improvement of Oakland Harbor—to the Committea on
Rivers and Harbors,

By Mr. OTEY: A resolution (H. Res. 224) relative to
and watchmen at the male workhounse in the District of
bia—to the Committee on the District of Columbia.

ards
lum-

PRIVATE BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS INTRODUCED.

Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, private bills and resolutions of

Eh.ei following titles were introduced and severally referred as
OLlOWS:

By Mr. ALLEN of Mississippi: A bill (H. R. 10702) for the re-
I(i:?g.of Susan C. Robinson, Inka, Miss,—to the Committee on War

ims,

Also, a bill (H. R. 10703) for the relief of the estate of Mary H,
Moore, deceased, Inka, Miss.—to the Committee on War Claims.

Also, a bill (H. R. 10704) for the relief of the estate of William
Clement, deceased, late of Tishomingo County, Miss,—to the Com-
mittee on War Claims,

Also, a bill (H. R. 10705) for the relief of Henry M. Cobb, of
Tishomingo County, Miss.—to the Committee on War Claims.

By Mr. BOREING: A bill (H. R. 10706) to pension Miss Flora
Moore, of Williamsburg, Ky.—to the Committee on Invalid Pen-
Blons.

By Mr. CARMACK: A bill (H. R. 10707) to carry into effect a
finding of the Court of Claims in favor of Charles O. Spencer—to
the Committee on War Claims.

Also, a bill (H. R. 10708) to carry into effect a finding of the
Court of Claims in favor of Emma R. Bailey, executrix of the
estate of J. J. Bailey, deceased—to the Committee on War Claims,

By Mr. COWHERD: A bill (H. R. 10709) for the relief of the
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legal representatives of M. B. Mosley, deceased—to the Committee
on War Claims.

By Mr. CUSHMAN: A bill (H. R. 10710) for relief of Socrates
Thallhmer—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

By Mr, GAINES (by request): A bill (H. R. 10711) for the re-
lief (?If 1Pm'.rick Twohig, Shelby County, Tenn.—to the Committee
on Claims,

Also (by request), a bill (H. R.10712) for the relief of the estate
of John Kerr, deceased, late of Shelby County, Tenn.—to the Com-
mittee on Claims,

Also (by request), a bill (H. R. 10713) for the relief of the Co-
lnmbia Athensum, Columbia, Tenn.—tothe Committee on Claims.

By Mr. GILBERT: A bill (H. R. 10714) for the relief of A, Port-
wood—to the Committee on War Claims.

Also, a bill (H. R. 10715) for the relief of S. P. Martin—to the
Committee on War Claims,

Also, a bill (H. R. 10716) for the relief of Joseph Martin—to the
Committee on War Claims.

By Mr. HAUGEN: A bill (H. R. 10717) for the relief of James
Curran—to the Committee on Military Affairs.

By Mr. HEMENWAY: A bill (H. R. 10718) granting an increase
of pension toJ. W, Gatton—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions,

y Mr. HILL: A bill (H. R. 10719) granting a pension to Eliza-
beth S. Se{:mour—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

By Mr. LENTZ: A bill (H. R. 10720) for the relief of William
T. Alexander—to the Committes on War Claims.

Also, a bill (H. R. 10721) granting an increase of pension to
Matthew Cherry—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

By Mr. LITT IELD: A bill (H. R.10722) granting a pension
to Josephine Hussey—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

Also, a bill (H. R. 10723) granting a pension to Laura Leven-
saler—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

By Mr. McCALEER: A bill (H. R. 10724) granting an increase
of pension to Martha G. D. Lyster—to the Committee on Pensions,

y Mr. MANN: A bill (H. R. 10725) granting a pension to Mae
Pearman—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

By Mr. MARSH: A bill (H. R. 10726) for the appointment of
i.s&isfcant surgeons of volunteers—to the Committes on Military

airs.

By Mr. POWERS: A bill (H. R. 10727) granting a pension to
Frances A. Wilkins—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

By Mr. SHERMAN: A bill (H. R. 10728) for the relief of Hiram
Cronk—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions,

Also, a bill (H. R. 10729) for the relief of Frederick Graff—to
the Committee on Claims.

By Mr. SUTHERLAND: A bill (H. R. 10730) granting an in-
%reasp of pension to Jesse Clark—to the Committee on Invalid

ensions,

By Mr. DALZELL: A bill (H. R. 10731) for the relief of Wil-
liam H. Denniston, late an acting lientenant, Seventieth New
York Volunteers—to the Committee on Military Affairs.

By Mr. GRAHAM: A bill (H. R. 10783) granting an increase
of pension to Jeremiah Evans—to the Committee on Invalid Pen-
sions.

By Mr. MIERS of Indiana: A bill (H. R. 10734) granting an in-
crease of pension to William McFee—to the Committee on Invalid
Pensions.

Alsp, a bill (H. R. 10785) granting a pension to Josiah C. Han-
cock—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions,

PETITIONS, ETC.

Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, the following }Jatitions and papers
were laid on the Clerk’s desk and referred as follows:

By Mr. ALLEN of Mississippi: Petition of citizens of Baldwyn
and Starkville, Miss., in favor of the passage of House bill No. 8717,
?mending the oleomargarine law—to t}m Committee on Agricul-

Ure.

Also, protest of Moses Harrisand others, of Browns Creek, Miss,,
against the Lond bill—to the Committee on the Post-Office and
Post-Roads,

By Mr. BARNEY: Petition of Dunlap & Williams and other
druggists of Waukesha, Wis., for the repeal of the tax on medi-
ﬁnas. perfumery, and cosmetics—to the Committee on Ways and

eans.

Also, resolution of Old Guard Post, No. 211, Department of Wis-
consin, Grand Army of the Republic, in favor of House bill No.
7024, to establish a Branch Soldiers’ Home at Johmnson City,
Tenn.—to the Committee on Military Affairs.

By Mr. BELL: Petitions of G. W. Bartholomew and E. Marga-
ret Gowdy, of Colorado Springs, Colo., favoring the "passage of
House bill No. 5457, known as the Spalding bill—to the Commit-
tee on Military Affairs.

Also, petitions of the First Baptist and Congregational churches,
of Grand Junction, Colo., for the passage of a bill to forbid liquor
selling in canteens and in the Army, Navy, and Soldiers’ Homes—
to the Committee on Military Affairs,

Also, resolutions of Mnllglgan Post, No. 79; Upton Post, No. 8
and J. W. Anderson Post, No. 96, Department of Colorado, Gran
Army of the Republic, in favor of the establishment of a Branch
Soldiers’ Home near Johnson City, Tenn,—to the Committee on
Military Affairs.

By Mr. BOUTELLE of Maine: Petition of Frank G. Flagg Post,
No. 122, Grand Army of the Republic, of Hampden, Me., nrging
the passage of Senate bill No. 1477, with certain amendments, re-
lating to pensions—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

Also, petition of the Pinetree Creamery Company, of Sherman
Mills, Me., in favor of the Grout bill taxing oleomargarine—to the
Committee on Agriculture.

By Mr. BO RSOCK: Resolutions of the Woman’s Christian
Temperance Union of Burton, Mich., against the sale of intoxi-
cants in the Army—to the Committee on Military Affairs.

Also, resolutions of Building Trades Council of Cincinnati,
Ohio, against the passage of the bill relating to oleomargarine,
etc.—to the Committee on Agriculture,

By Mr. BROMWELL: Petition of the Building Trades Couneil
of Cincinnati, Ohio, relating to bill in reference to the mannfac-
ture and sale of oleomargarine—to the Committee on Agriculture,

By Mr. BROSIUS: Petition of the Woman’s Christian Tem
ance Union of Lititz, Pa., and churches and societies of New
Holland, Pa., and Woman’s Christian Temperance Union of Lan-
disville, Pa., for the passage of a bill to forbid liguor selling in
canteens and in the Army, Navy, and Soldiers’ Homes—to the
Committee on Military Affairs.

By Mr. BULL; Petition of J. A. Tillinghast, master of the
Rhode Island State Grange, in favor of various bills—to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture.

Also, petition of citizens of East Greenwich, R. I., favoring the
Gutitt)ut bill, relating to dairy products—to the Committee on ggri-
culture. *

Also, petition of Blanding & Blanding, druggists, Providence,
R. L, for the repeal of the stamp tax on medicines, etc.—to the
Committee on Ways and Means.

Also, petition of John W. Tillinghast, manager of the Rhode
Island News Company, against the passage of the Loud bill—to
the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads.

Also, petition of Lodge No. 119, International Association of
Machinists, of Newport, R. 1., for the building of one or more
new war ships in Government navy-yards—to the Committee on
Naval Affairs,

By Mr. BURKE of South Dakota: Petitions of the Baptist and

‘Methodist Episcopal ehurches and Epworth League of Brookings,

8. Dak., against the sale of infoxicants in the Army, etc.—to the
Committee on Milit Affairs.

By Mr. CAPRON: Protest of John W, Tillinghast, manager of
the Rhode Island News Company, in opposition to the passage of
House bill No. 6071, relating to second-class mail matter—to the
Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads.

- Also, petition of Blanding & Blanding, druggists, Providence,
R. L., for the al of the tax on medicines, ery, and cos-
metics—to the Committee on Ways and Means.

Also, petition of J. A. Tillinghast, master of the Rhode Island
Stall;;e Grange, in favor of various bills—to the Committee on Agri-
culture.

By Mr. COCHRANE of New York: Petition of Winane Post
No. 34, of Troy, N. Y., Grand Army of the Republic, in favor of
the establishment of a Branch Soldiers’ Home near Johnson City,
Tenn.—to the Committee on Military Affairs.

Also, petition of the Woman’s Christian Temperance Union of
Lansingburg. N. Y., relative to the sale of liguors in the new pos-
sessions—to the Committee on Insular Affairs.

By Mr. DALZELL: Resolutions of National Jobbing Confec«
tioners’ Association, in favor of the substitution of alnminum for
copper coins—to the Committee on Coinage, Weights, and Meas-
ures.

Also, resolutions of Engineers' Society of Western Pennsylva-
nia, in favor of legislation for a national bureaun of standards and
standardization—to thi Committee on Coinage, Weights, and
Measures.

Also, paper to accompany House bill for the relief of W. H,
Denniston—to the Committee on Military Affairs.

By Mr. DENNY: Petition of Park Avenue Young Woman's
Christian Temperance Union, of Baltimore, Md., favoring the pas-
sage of the Bowersock bill and the abolition of the Army canteen,
etc.—to the Committee on Military Affairs.

By Mr. DOVENER: Affidavits of B. F. Hardin and T. H. Wer-
rich, to accompany House bill No. 1769, granting an increase of
pension to I. H., Duval—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

By Mr. FITZGERALD of Massachusetts: Memorial of the
United States Brewers' Association, of New York, asking for the
repeal of the war tax on maltliquors—to the Committee on Ways
and Means. .

Also, petitions of the Columbus Trades and Labor Assembly

-
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and Abraham Lincoln Lodge, No. 445, Brotherhood of Locome-
tive Firemen, Columbus, Ohio, against any legislation increasing
the tax on oleomargarine—to the Committee on Agriculture.

Also, petition of 29 associations of brewers in all parts of the
United States, in favor of a reduction of the internal-revenue tax
on beer—to the Committee on Ways and Means.

Also, petition of William W. Castle and other members of a
committee of the Annual Encampment of the Grand Army of the
Republic, at Boston, Mass., for the observance of the 12th day of
February as a national holiday, in honor of the birthday of Abra-
ham Lincoln—to the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr, GAMBLE: Petitions of the Universalist and Methodist
Episcopal churches of Wessington Springs, 8. Dak., urging the
enactment of a clanse in the Hawaiinan constitution forbidding the
mannfacture and sale of intoxicating liquors and a prohibition of
gambling and the opium trade—to the Committee on the Terri-
tories.

Also, petitions of the Congressional, Baptist, and Methodist
Episcopal churches of Armour, 8. Dak., and Methodist Episcopal
and Universalist churches of Wessington Springs, S. Dak., to pro-
hibit the selling of liguors in any post exchange, transport, or
premises used for military purposes—to the Committee on Mili-
tary Affairs. ) 1 .

By Mr. GRAHAM: Resolutions of the Building Trades Council
of Cincinnati, Ohio, in opposition to proposed legislation restrict-
ing the sale of butterine—to the Committee on Agricultare.

By Mr. HENRY of Connecticut: Petition of the Woman's
Christian Temperance Union of Wiilington, Conn,, for the pas-
sage of the Bowersock anti-canteen bill—to the Committee on Mil-
itary Affairs, ;

. petition of West Hartford Grange, Patrons of Husbandry,
‘West Hartford, Conn., in favor of the Grout bill taxing oleomar-
garine—to the Committee on Agriculture,

Also, petition of West Hartford Grange, Patrons of Husbandry,
West Hartford Conn., in relation to the vassage of Senate bill No.
1439, known as the Cullom bill—to the Committee on Interstate
and Foreign Commerce. -

By Mr. JACK: Petition of George P. Simpson and ofhers, of
Blairsville Intersection, Pa., and various churches of Leechburg,
Saltlick, Elderton, Putueyville, and Blairsville, Pa., for the pas-
gage of the Bowersock anti-canteen bill—to the Committee on
Military Affairs. =

By Mr. KLEBERG: Petition of W. B. George and other citizens
of Calhoun County, Tex., asking for the removal of the sand bar
between Lavaca and Matagorda bays, for a survey of same with
a view of dredging, ete.—to the Committee on Rivers and Harbors.

By Mr. LACEY: Resolutions of Ed Carris Post, No. 333. of
Keota, and Post No. 103, of Lynnville, Iowa, Grand Army of the
Republie, in favor of House bill No. 7094, to establish a Branch
Soldiers’ Home at Johnson City, Tenn.—to the Committee on Mili-

tml'ay Affairs. Y

y Mr. McALEER: Petition of P. H. Morrissey, grand master
Grand Lodge Brotherhood of Railroad Trainmen, Cleveland, Ohio,
urging the passage of House bill No. 10302, providing that rail-
roads report the details of all injuries to employees to the Inter-
state Commerce Commission—to the Committee on Interstate and
Foreign Commerce. =y

Also, petitions of the United States Brewers’ Association, for the
repeal or reduction of the war tax on malt lignors—to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means. 1 .

Also, petition of the mayor and aldermen of Frederick, Md.,
urging the passage of a bill to indemnify the city of Frederick for
the ransoms exacted by the Confederate army on invasion—to the
Committee on War Claims, 3

Also, petition of the State Horticultural Association of Penn-
sylvania, favoring the passage of the Brosius pure-food bill—to the
Committee on Agriculture.

Also, petitions of Abraham Lincoln Lodge, No. 445, Brotherhood
of Locomotive Firemen, of Columbns, Ohio, and Building Trades
Council of Cincinnati, Ohio, against any legislation increasing
the tax on oleomargarine—to the Committee on Agriculture.

By Mr. McDOWELL: Petitions of D. E. Weiss and A, M. Weiss,
of Hanover. Ohio, favoring the Grout bill relating to oleomar-
garine—to the Commiltee on-Ways and Means. !

By Mr. MAHON: Petition of the Young Men's Working Band,
Methodist Episcopal Chnrch, Chambersburg, Pa.. favoring the
anti-canteen bill—to the Committee on Military Affairs.

Also, petition of the Young Men's Christian Association of Sus-
quehanna University. Selinsgrove, Pa.. to preyent the dealing in
intoxicating drinks vpon premises used for military purposes—to
the Committee on Military Affairs.

By Mr. MIERS of Indiana: Papers to accompany House bill
granﬁnﬁz a pension to Mrs. Matilda Daungherty—to the Committee
on Invalid Pensions.

Also, petitions of the Enited Presbyterian Church, Young Feo-
ple’s Christian Union, and Maple Heights Mission, of Bloomington,

Ind., against the sale of intoxicating liguors in our new islands
and in our Army—to the Committee on Insular Affairs,

Also, papers to accompany House bill granting an increase of
pension to Richard Hardin—to the Committee on Invalid Pen-
sion.

By Mr. NEVILLE: Affidavits of J. C. Beswick and Manford
Mott, in behalf of the pension claim of Alexander Boltin—to the
Committee on Invalid Pensions.

By Mr. PACKER of Pennsylvania: Petition of F. L. Morgan
and other citizens of Osceola, Pa.. against the sale of liguor in
Army canteens and at Soldiers’ Homes, Government buildings,
ete.—to the Committee on Military Affairs.

By Mr, PAYNE: Petition of the Woman's Christian Temper-
ance Union of Preble, N. Y., urging 'the passage of House bill
i'ljfoli_shing the Army canteen, etc.—to the Committee on Military

alirs.

By Mr. PUGH: Paper to accompany House bill No. 9102, toin-
crease the pension of James R. Chapman—to the Committee on
Invalid Pensions. :

By Mr. ROBINSON of Indiana: Petition of the International
Printing Pressmen’s Union No. 19, Fort Wayne, Ind., in opposi-
tion to proposed legislution restricting the sale of bufterine—to
the Committee on Agriculture.

By Mr,. SHATTUC: Resolutionsof Commodore Foote Post, No.
200, Grand Army of the Republic, Department of Ohio, favoring
the establishment of a Branch Soldiers’ Home at Johnson City,
Tenn.—to the Committes on Military Affairs.

By Mr. SHOWALTER: Petitions of the Woman's Christian
Temperance Union of New Wilmington, Pa., and Baptist Church
of Salem, Pa,, urging the enactmient of House bill known as the
anti-canteen bill—to the Committee on Military Affairs.

By Mr. SPALDING: Petition of D. M. Young and other cifi-
zens of Youngtown, N, Dak., to amend the present law in relation
to the sale of oleomargarine—to the Committee on Agriculture.

Also, petition of Phil Sheridan Post, No. 3, of North Dakota,
Grand Army of the Republic, in favor of House bill No. 7094, to
establish a Branch Soldiers' Home at Johnson City, Tenn.—to the
Committee on Military Affairs.

Also, petition of the Woman's Christian Temperance Union of
Amenia and Sunday school of Absaraka, N. Dak., for the sup-
pression of ligunor selling in our new islands and in our Army—to
the Committee on Military Affairs.

By Mr, SUTHERLAND: Resolutions of the Woman’s Christian
Temperance Union and Methodist Episcopal Church, of Spring
Ranch, Nebr., and Woman's Christian Temperance Union of
Bartley, Nebr., to prohibit the sale of intoxicating liquors in
Army canteens and at military posts—to the Committee on Mili-
tary Affairs.

Also, petition of the Congregational Church of Naponee, Nebr.,
favoring restriction of saloons in our new possessions, and other
reforms—to the Committee on Insular Affairs.

By Mr. WILSON of New York: Resolution of Burtis Post, No.
1835, Department of New York, Grand Army of the Republie, in
favor ot {he estalblishment of a Branch Soldiers’ Home near John-
son City, Tenn.—to the Committee on Military Affairs.

Also, resolutions of the United States Brewers’ Association, for
the repeal of the tax upon malt liguors—to the Committee on
Ways and Means.

By Mr. YOUNG: Papers to accompany House bill No. 6947,
&zranting a pension to Alonzo C. Rembangh—to the Committee on

nvalid Pensions. 2

Also, papers to accompany House bill No. 9341, granting a pen-
sion to Thomas Case—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

Also, petition of the Association of United States Government
Employees of the navy-yards and arsenals of Philadelphia, urging
the passage of Homse bill No. 4728, relating to leave of absence
with pay to certain employees of the Government—to the Com-
mittee on Naval Affairs.

Also, petition of the Commercial Travelers’ Mutual Accident
Association, for a trade treaty between the United States and
Canada—to the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

Also, petition of A. Donald Tiemann, of Philadelphia, Pa.,
against the sale of intoxicating liquors in the Philippines—to the
Committe= on Insular Affairs.

Also, petition of the legislative committee of the Pennsylvania
State Grange, Harrisburg, Pa., favoring the passage of House bill
No. 3717, amending the oleomargarine law—to the Committee on
Agriculture.

Also, petition of the Philadelphia Hardware Association, Phila-
delphia, Pa., favoring the ﬁmmge of Houge bill No. 837, for the
promotion of exhibits in the Philadelphia musenms, etc.—to the
Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce,

Also, petition of the Pennsylvania Fish Protective Association,
favoring House bill No. 7343, establishing a fish hatchery and fish
station in Pennsylvania—to the Committee on the Merchant Ma-
rine and Fisheries, :
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Also, petition of William Hen:g Maule, of Philadelphia, Pa.,
in support of House bill No. 9632, providing a safer and easier
method of sending money by mail, ete.—to the Committee on the
Post-Office and Pcst-Roads.

Also, petition of the Central News Company and Lee Bros. &
Co., Philadelphia, Pa., in relation to the Loud bill and amend-
ments—to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads.

Also, resolution of Courtland Saunders Post, No. 21, Grand Army
of the Republie, Department of Pennsylvania, protesting against
the passage of any bill placing deserters on the same equa!it.g with
gonombly discharged soldiers—to the Committee on Invalid Pen-

ons.

Also, communication of 8. (. Simpson & Co., of Philadelphia,
Pa.. in relation to Senate bill No. 222,10 provide a government for
the Territory of Hawaii—to the Cominittee on the Territories.

SENATE.
SATURDAY, April 14, 1900,

Prayer by the Chaplain. Rev. W, H. Miisurx, D. D,

The Secretary proceeded to read the Journal of the proceedings
of Thursday last, when, on motion of Mr. PEITIGREW, and by
unanimous consent, the further reading was dispensed with.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Withoutobjection, the Journal
will stand approved.

GRAZING WITHIN FOREST RESERVES.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the Senate a com-
munication from the Secretary of the Interior, transmitting a
letter from the Commissioner of the General Land Office, together
with the form of a bill enfitled ‘“A bill to authorize fthe Secretary
of the Interior to make a charge forgrazing withinforestreserves;”
which, with the accompanying papers, was referred to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture and Forestry, and ordered to be printed.

AGES OF EMPLOYEES IN EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the Senate a commu-
nication from the Attorney-General, transmitting, in response {o
a resolution of the 16th ultimo, a statement showing the nnm-
ber of persons employed in the Department of Justice as clerks,
messengers, ete., together with their ages; which was ordered to
lie on the table and be printed.

He also laid before the Senate a communication from the Sec-
retary of the Interior, fransmitting, in response to a resolution of
the 16th ultimo, a statement showing the number of persons em-
ployed in the Interior Department as clerks, messengers, etc.,
together with their ages, their ability to perform mannal labor,
etc.; which, with the accompanying paper, was ordered to lie on
the table and be printed.

BHIP STAR—FRENCH SPOLIATION CLAIMS,

The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the Senate a com-
muniecation from the assistant clerk of the Court of Claims, trans-
mitting the conclusions of fact and of law and the opinion of the
conrt filed under the act of January 20,1885, in the French spolia-
tion claims set out in the annexed findings and opinion by the
court relating to the vessel ship Star, John Burchmore, master;
which, with the accompanying papers, was referred to the Com-
mittee on Claims, and ordered to be printed.

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE.

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. H. L.
OVERSTREET, one of its clerks. announced that the House had
passed the bill (8. 2336) repealing section 4716 of the Revised Stat-
utes so far as the same may be applicable to the claims of depend-
ent parents of soldiers, sailors, and marines who served in the
Army and Navy of the United States during the war with Spain.

The message also announced that the House had agreed to the
report of the committes of conference on the disagreeing votes of
the two Honses on the amendments of the Senate to the bill (H. R.
8347) making appropriations for the legislative, executive, and
judicial expenses of the Government for the fiscal year ending
June 30, 1901, and for other purposes.

The message further announced that the House had disagreed
to the amendments of the Senate to the bill (H. R, 9139) making
appropriations to provide for the expenses of the government of
tl?e District of Columbia for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1901,
and for other purposes, asks a conference with the Senate on the
disagreeing votes of the two Houses thereon, and had appointed
Mr. GrouT, Mr. BingHAM, and Mr. ALLEN of Mississippi man-
agers at the conference on the part of the House.

The message also announced that the House had passed a bill
(H, R. 0388) to provide better facilities for the safe-keeping and
disbursement of public moneys in the Philippine Islands and in

the islands of Cuba and Porto Rieo; in which if requested the
concurrence of the Senate.

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED.

The message further announced that the Speaker of the House
had signed the following enrolled bills; and they were thereupon
signed by the President pro tempore:

A bill (H. R, 1092) to set apart a portion of the Arlington estate
for experimental agricultural purposes, and to place said portion
under the jurisdiction of the Secretary of Agriculture and his
successors in office;

Jé bill (H. R. 2356) for the relief of Hiram Johnson and others;
an

A bill (H. R. 2456) for the relief of the heirs and assignees of
Philip McLoskey and John Hagan.

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS.

Mr. LINDSAY presented memorials of the Carter Connty Bugle,
of Grayson; of Paul Kratz, of the Pentecostal Herald, of Louis-
ville; of the Harrodsburg Sayings, of Harrodsburg, and of the
Lost Cause, of Lonisville, all in the State of Kentucky, remonstrat-
ing against the passage of the so-called Loud bill, relating to
second-class mail matter; which were referred to the Committee
on Post Offices and Post-Roads.

Mr. MCMILLAN presented a petition of sundry citizens of Ro-
meo, Mich., praying for the enactment of legislation to prohibit
the sale of intoxieating liguors upen any premises nsed for mili-
tary purpeses by the United States: which was referred to the
Committee on Milifary Affairs.

He also presented a petition of the general committee of the
Polish Republican clubs of Detroit, Mich., praying for the repeal
of the revenue law providing for revenue stamps on eighth and
siath kegs of beer; which was referred to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

He a'so presented a petition of 4,000 citizens and taxpayers of
the District of Columbia, praying for the appointmment of two su-
perintendents instead of one for the schools of the District of
Uplumbia and that one superintendent be a.colored man and in
charge of the colored schools; and also. that three clerks be ap-
pointed instead of two and that the appointments of superintend-
ents Le vested in the board of education; which was ordered to
lie on the table.

Mr, STEWART. I presentresolutionsadopted by the National
EBoard of Trade, and also resolutions by Chambers of Commerce,
Poards of Trade, Business and Labor Leagues, Exchanges, and
other commercial bodies of the cities of Denver, Colo.; Cleveland,
Ohio; Des Moines and Sioux City, Iowa; Manchester, N. H.; Los
Angeles, Cal.: Clinton, Iowa: New Brunswick, N. J.; Quinecy,
I1l.: Buffalo, N. Y.; Pheenix, Ariz.; Peoria, I1l.; Sacramento. Cal.;
Baltimore, Md.; Philadelphia. Pa.; Atlanta, Ga.; Bay City, Mich.;
Birmingham, Ala.; Council Blufls, Iowa; Charleston, 5. C.; De-
troit, Mich.; Eugene, Oreg.; Honesdale, Pa.; Indianapolis, Ind.;
Kuttawa, Ky.; Lancaster, Pa.; Montgomery, Ala.; Muskegon,
Mich.; New Haven, Conn.; New Orleans, La.; Passaic, N, J.;
Pensacola, Fla.; Pittsburg, Pa.; Topeka, Kans.; Sagua la Grande,
Cuba; St. Louis, Mo, ; Schenectady, N. Y.; Savannah, Ga.; Wilkes-
barre, Pa.; Wilmington, Del.; Wheeling, W. Va., and San Fran-
cisco, Cal., all in favor of the construction of a competing cable
line between the United States and Cuba. I move that the reso-
lutions be printed as a document and referred to the Committee
on Military Affairs.

The motion was agreed to.. .

Mr. COCKRELL presented a petition of the Commercial Club,
of St. Joseph, Mo., praying that an appropriation of $250,000 be
made for a survey of the arid lands in the West; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands.

He also presented a petition of the Ligquor Dealers’ Benevolent
Association of Missouri, praying for the repeal of the present tax
on beer; which was referred to the Committee on Finance,

He also presented a petition of sundry citizens of Adrian, Mo.,

raying for the enactment of legislation to prohibit the sale of
intoxicating quuors in any post exchange, canteen, transport, or
upon any premises nsed for military purposes by the United States;
which was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs.

“He a'so presented a petition of the Missouri and Kansas Lum-
ber Dealers’ Association, praying for the adoption of certain
amendments to the interstate-commerce law; which was referred
to the Committee on Interstate Commerce.

Mr. FORAKER presented a petition of the congregation of the
Third Church of Christ, of Akron, Ohio, praying for the enact-
ment of legislation to prohibit the sale of intoxicating liguors in
the newly-acquired possessions of the United States, immigrant
stations, Soldiers’' Homes, and upon any premises used for military
purposes by the United States, and also praying for the adoption
of an amendment to the Constitution to prohibit polygamy; which
was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs,
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